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Current Political Landscape
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Senate Control

Republican Democrat

Key Dynamics

 Seating of Sen. Doug Jones (D-

AL) reduces R Senate majority to 

one vote

 Generic congressional polls 

favor Democrats by +6.5%
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Outlook for November Elections  

 Democrats are energized by 

recent flips of Republican 

seats in AL, PA

 Hopes are high that a “blue 

wave,” powered by backlash 

against President Trump, 

portends a Democrat majority 

in the House 

 Senate a longer shot 

 Republicans 

continue to 

highlight major 

accomplishments

 Tax reform

 Supreme Court 

justice 

confirmation

 Deregulatory 

agenda 
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Who’s Up for Reelection

 240 Republicans, 195 

Democrats (including 

vacancies)

 26 Democrats (including 2 

Independents) and 9 

Republicans

 10 Democrats and 9 

Republicans running in 

Trump states

 16 Democrats and 0 

Republicans running in 

Clinton states

SenateHouse

All 435 House Members and 35 of 100 Senators face 

reelection in 2018
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Retiring Members in the House

• 17 retiring Democrats, 8 retiring for a different office

• 38 retiring Republicans, 13 retiring for a different office
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Retiring Members in the House
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Road to Congressional Majority 

Senate (51*) House (218)

Democrats Need a net gain of +2

Scenario: hold all current 

seats and pick up two 

from Rs

Need a net gain of +25 

Scenario: Make significant 

inroads in R districts

Republicans Keep net loss to only -1

Scenario: hold nearly all 

current seats and use 

gains in D seats to offset 

any losses

Keep net loss to no more 

than -19

Scenario: Hold current seats, 

even if Ds make inroads

*50 votes needed for Rs with Vice President Pence’s tie breaker vote
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2018 Race Outlook

Six months out, RealClearPolitics projection maps indicate 

House especially is in-play, but Democrats are by no means 
a lock

Likely or Lean 

Democrat

Toss Up Likely or Lean 

Republican

House 201 31 203

Senate 44 8 48
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2018 Race Outlook

 Cook Political Report Race Ratings, as of 4/27/2018, provide a detailed 

look at possible outcomes

Senate House

D-Held Seats

(26 Races)
(23 Seats Not Up)

R-Held Seats

(9 Races)
(42 Seats Not Up)

D-Held Seats

(195 Races)

R Held Seats

(240 Races)

Solid D 14 179 Solid D

Likely D 5 10 2 Likely D

Lean D 2 3 6 Lean D

Toss Up 5 3 2 22 Toss Up

Lean R 26 Lean R

Likely R 3 1 28 Likely R

Solid R 3 156 Solid R

51 Seats for Democratic Majority;
50 Seats for Republican Majority

218 Seats for Majority
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Leadership Implications
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Possible Leadership Changes

House

 Speaker of the House

 Note: Pending outcome of 

2018 elections

 Speaker Paul Ryan (R-WI) 

retiring

 Possible next 

Speaker/Minority Leader: 

Majority Leader Kevin 

McCarthy (R-CA), Majority 

Whip Steve Scalise (R-LA)

Senate

 Assistant Republican Leader:

 Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) is 

term limited;

 Possible next Assistant 

Republican Leader: Sen. 

John Thune (R-SD)
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Possible Leadership Changes of 
Committees of Interest

 Finance

 Chair: Sen. Orrin Hatch (R-

UT) retiring;

 Possible next Chair: Sen. 

Chuck Grassley (R-IA), 

Sen. Mike Crapo (R-ID), 

Sen. John Cornyn (R-TX) 

 Appropriations

 Chair: Rep. Rodney 
Frelinghuysen (R-NJ) retiring;

 Possible Next Chair: Rep. 
Robert Aderholt (R-AL), Rep. 
Kay Granger (R-TX), Rep. 
Tom Cole (R-OK)

 Veterans’ Affairs

 Ranking Member: Tim Walz 
(D-MN) retiring to run for 
other office;

 Possible next Ranking 
Member: Mark Takano (D-
CA), Rep. Julia Brownley (D-
CA), Rep. Ann Kuster (D-NH)

Senate House

Note: Use of chair and ranking member reflects current Majority and Minority control of Congress
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Key Race Details
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Senate Race Details

• 23 Democrats are not up for re-election

• 14 seats solidly Democratic, 7 likely or leaning Democratic

• 8 seats a Toss-Up

• 42 Republicans are not up for re-election

• 3 seats solidly Republican, 3 seats likely Republican

• 3 Retiring Members: Corker (R-TN), Flake (R-AZ), Hatch (R-UT).
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Senate Race Details 

Key: * Incumbent
Caucus Count: This column counts the size of each party’s caucus by the rating of each race. It illustrates the 
importance of the toss ups in the center that will determine control of the chamber. 
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House Race Details

• 178 solid Democratic seats

• 12 seats likely, 9 seats leaning Democratic

• 24 seats are a Toss-Up

• 156 solid Republican seats

• 29 seats likely, 26 seats leaning Republican
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Thank You!


