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FRAMING THE WEEK

Officialy sworn in yesterday, the 117" Congress enters a new and still evolving political landscape with
Democrats hoping to flip the Senate while hanging on to a smaller mgjority in the House (222-211). The
outcome of the Georgia Senate runoffs tomorrow will largely influence how the incoming Biden-Harris
administration will prioritize the various aspects of their health care agenda, the means by which they may
pursue them, and their probability of enactment. Top priorities for President-elect Joe Biden include
providing additional COVID-19 relief, especialy to states and locdlities;, bolstering the nation’s
pandemic response, particularly on vaccine distribution; and restoring, strengthening, and expanding the
Affordable Care Act (ACA).

As of yesterday evening, polls show small leads for Georgia Democrats Jon Ossoff and Raphael
War nock, though turnout is unpredictable and will be the strongest driver of the outcome. Regardless of
these results, the Senate will be narrowly divided and action on major legislation will prove challenging.

Today, the House will vote on the rules package for the 117" Congress. The package includes changes
aimed at increasing accountability, facilitating a more accommodating process for policy deliberation, and
promoting diversity. Notably, the package exempts legidation aimed at addressing the COVID-19
pandemic and climate change from pay-as-you-go rules and budget limits. It also reauthorizes the Select
Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Crisis to continue oversight of coronavirus relief aid and programs.
In addition, the package requires committees to include in their oversight plan how their work will address
inequities based on race, color, ethnicity, religion, sex, sexual orientation, gender identity, disability, age,
or national origin.

On Wednesday, Congresswill convenein ajoint session to count elector al votes. The anticipated challenge
from a codlition of at least 12 Republican senators as well as a throng of House Republicans will disrupt
the certification process but will not block the reaffirmation of Biden’s win.

Looking ahead, once the results of the George runoffs are known, the parties will work to finalize their
priorities and plans for the coming year. We also expect to see several more appointments from the Biden
Administration in the coming weeks.

Anoverview of health policy events of interest in the coming week isincluded bel ow for your convenience.

THISWEEK IN HEALTH PoLICY

Tue. (1/5)
e Georgia Senate runoff elections between Republican incumbents David Perdue and Kelly

Loeffler and Democrats Jon Ossoff and Raphael Warnock.


https://pressgallery.house.gov/member-data/party-breakdown
https://projects.fivethirtyeight.com/georgia-senate-polls/
https://rules.house.gov/bill/117/h-res-5
https://coronavirus.house.gov/
https://coronavirus.house.gov/
https://www.cruz.senate.gov/?p=press_release&id=5541
https://wynnehealth.com/

Wed. (1/6
e 10:00am — WaPo Discussion: COVID-19 — The Washington Post (WaPo) hosts adiscussion
titled, “The Path Forward: Combatting COVID-19,” featuring NIH Director Francis Collins.
Details.

Thurs. (1U7)

e 9:00am-4:00pm — CM STown Hall: MIPS— CMS hosts avirtual Town Hall meeting to share
updates on the Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) Vaue Pathway (MVP) policy
considerations and for stakeholders to provide feedback on those MV P considerations for future
implementation. Details.

Fri. (1/8)
e 11:00am — WaPo Discussion: COVID-19 and Race— WaPo hosts a discussion titled, “Race in
America: Building Trust in Vaccines,” featuring Mayor Steve Benjamin (Columbus, SC) and
Vaerie Montgomery Rice (President and Dean, Morehouse School of Medicine). Detalils.

FEATURED WHG ANALYSIS

¢ WHG Catalogue of COVID-19 Gover nment Response — November Edition — In the Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

e Californiav. Texas: Analysis of Supreme Court Oral Arguments— In the Policy Hub Insight
Bank here.

REGULATORY LOOKBACK

Fri. (12/18)

e CMSrecently announced acall for public comment on which episode-based cost measures to
develop for the next wave of Merit-Based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) measures. The
measures developed during this wave could impact performance-based Medicare payment
adjustments for MIPS-eligible clinicians for CY 2022 or CY 2023. Comments are due by
February 5, 2021. Details.

e FDA announced arequest for nominations for members to serve on the National
Mammography Quality Assurance Advisory Committee in the Center for Devices and
Radiological Health. Nominations are due February 19, 2021. Details.

Thurs. (12/17)

e CMSannounced it is seeking nominations for two Technical Expert Panels (TEPS): one related to
developing a measure to assess patient receipt of important information following an outpatient
procedure in of hospital outpatient department (HOPD) and ambulatory surgical centers (ASCs);
and one focused on the creation, reassessment, and application of outpatient imaging outcome
and efficiency measures. Nominations for each are due January 15. Detalls.

e CM S announced a new type of Direct Contracting Entity (DCE) specifically tailored for serving
the population of beneficiaries that are eligible for both Medicare and Medicaid (“dual-
eligibles”). This new type of DCE will allow Medicaid managed care organizations (MCOs) to
coordinate care for dual-€eligibles through participation in either the Professional or Global Direct
Contracting model options. Details.

Wed. (12/16)
e HHSannounced it completed review of Phase 3 applications for the Provider Relief Fund (PRF)
and will distribute approximately $24.5 billion to over 70,000 providers. Details.



https://collins.splashthat.com/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/11/23/2020-25694/medicare-program-town-hall-meeting-on-merit-based-incentive-payment-system-mips-value-pathway-mvp
https://raceinamericajan8.splashthat.com/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/november-2020-edition-catalogue-of-health-agency-guidance-and-government-response-to-covid-19/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/california-v-texas-analysis-of-supreme-court-oral-argument/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/MMS/PC-Currently-Accepting-Comments
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/wave-4-measure-development-call-public-comment.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-public-comment-on-episode-based-cost-measure-development-for-mips-due-feb-5/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-28054.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-for-the-national-mammography-quality-assurance-advisory-committee-due-february-19/
https://www.cms.gov/Medicare/Quality-Initiatives-Patient-Assessment-Instruments/MMS/TEP-Currently-Accepting-Nominations
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-tep-nominations-for-two-projects-related-to-outpatient-measure-development-and-maintenance-due-jan-15/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/direct-contracting-model-professional-and-global-options-medicaid-managed-care-organization-mco
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/as-part-of-its-upcoming-direct-contracting-model-agency-announces-new-mco-based-direct-contracting-entity-for-duals/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2020/12/16/hhs-increases-begins-distributing-over-24-billion-in-phase-3-covid-19-provider-relief-funding.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-begins-distribution-of-24-5-billion-in-phase-3-funding-to-providers/

FDA issued fina guidance on interacting with the FDA on complex innovative trial designs for
drugs and biological products. Details.

CM S recently announced plans for a new Review Choice Demonstration for inpatient
rehabilitation facility (IRF) services. Comments on the information collection proposal for the
demonstration are due by February 16, 2021. Details.

Tues. (12/15)

USPSTF issued afinal recommendation statement that recommends screening for hepatitis B
virus (HBV) infection in adolescents and adults at increased risk for infection. The final
recommendation statement was issued a ‘B’ grade which indicates that private health

insurance plans must cover the service without cost sharing beginning in the next plan year.
Details.

AHRQ announced arequest for scientific information submissionsto inform its review

on Materna and Childhood Outcomes Associated with the Special Supplemental Nutrition
Program for Women, Infants and Children (WIC). Submissions are due January 15, 2021. Details.
HRSA recently announced a maternal health-focused Notice of Funding Opportunity (NOFO)

— Primary Care Training and Enhancement-Community Prevention and Maternal Health.
Applications are due February 22, 2021. Details.

FEM A issued a proposed rule to revise the “Estimated cost of the assistance,” which is one of the
factors FEMA’s Public Assistance Program considers when evaluating requests from states for
major disaster declarations and making recommendations to the President. Comments on the
proposed changes are due February 12, 2021. Details.

Mon. (12/14)

HHS issued afinal rule to modify 42 CFR Part 2 confidentiality requirements for substance use
disorder patient records. Detalls.

OHRP recently announced that it is seeking nominations of qualified candidates for appointment
to the Secretary’s Advisory Committee on Human Research Protections. Nominations are due
Feb. 12. Detalls.

HRSA recently announced a maternal and child health-focused Notice of Funding Opportunity
(NOFOQ) — Early Childhood Comprehensive Systems: Health Integration Prenatal -to-Three
Program. Applications are due March 15, 2021. Details.

COMMENT & APPLICATION DEADLINES

Rolling: HRSA is seeking nominations of qualified candidates for appointment to the National
Advisory Council on Migrant Health (NACMH). Nominations will be accepted on arolling,
continuous basis. Detalls.

Jan. 5: CDC announced a funding opportunity for “PrEP Choice: Increasing the Use of HIV Pre-
exposure Prophylaxis in an Era of Choices.” The application deadline is January 5, 2021. Details.
Jan. 11: USPSTF issued a draft recommendation and evidence review that recommends
clinicians offer pregnant persons recurring behaviora counseling interventions aimed at
promoting healthy weight gain and preventing excess gestational weight gain (GWG) in
pregnancy. Detalls.

Jan. 18: CM S announced that the Community Health Access and Rura Transformation
(CHART) model isopen for applications. Letters of intent are due by January 18, 2021. Details.
Jan 19: FDA seeks comment on draft guidance entitled “Biosimilarity and Interchangeability:
Additional Draft Q& Ason Biosimilar Development and the Biologics Price Competition and
Innovation (BPCI) Act.” Detalls.



https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-27813.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/final-guidance-issued-on-complex-innovative-trial-designs-for-drugs-and-biologics/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-comment-on-information-collection-proposal-for-new-irf-review-choice-demo-due-feb-16/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/recommendation/hepatitis-b-virus-infection-screening
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/grade-b-final-recommendation-statement-issued-for-hepatitis-b-virus-screening-for-adolescents-and-adults/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-27645.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/studies-sought-to-inform-literature-review-on-maternal-and-childhood-outcomes-associated-with-wic-submissions-due-jan-15/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-announces-primary-care-training-grant-focused-on-improving-maternal-health-outcomes-due-feb-22/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/12/14/2020-27094/cost-of-assistance-estimates-in-the-disaster-declaration-process-for-the-public-assistance-program
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-requested-on-cost-of-assistance-estimates-in-the-disaster-declaration-process-for-the-public-assistance-program-due-feb-21/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-25810.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-issues-final-rule-clarifying-conditions-of-disclosure-for-patients-substance-use-disorder-records/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2020-26956.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominees-sought-for-appointment-to-the-secretarys-advisory-committee-on-human-research-protections-due-feb-12/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-announces-funding-opportunity-focused-on-integrating-maternal-and-early-childhood-systems-of-care-due-mar-15/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-three-nominees-for-advisory-council-on-migrant-health/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/funding-opportunity-for-hiv-prevention/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/draft-recommendation/healthy-weight-and-weight-gain-during-pregnancy-behavioral-counseling-interventions
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-due-jan-11-on-draft-recommendation-on-interventions-for-healthy-weight-gain-during-pregnancy/
https://innovation.cms.gov/innovation-models/chart-model
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/notice-of-funding-opportunity-for-rural-health-chart-model-open-until-feb-16-2021/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-biosimilarity-and-interchangeability-comments-due-jan-19/

e Jan. 21: HRSA announced a Notice of Funding Opportunity for the Behavioral Health
Workforce Education and Training (BHWET) Program for Professionalsfor FY 2021. Details.

e Jan. 26: CMSissued aninterim final rule with comment period (IFC) to implement the Most
Favored Nation (MFN) Model, pursuant to President Trump’s executive order (EO) on Lowering
Drug Prices by Putting America First. Details.

e March 4: The HHS Office of Minority Health is seeking nominations of qualified candidates for
appointment to the Advisory Committee on Minority Health. Details.

WHG Contacts for Inquiries

AlyssalLlamas: ayssa@wynnehealth.com; (562) 207-8807
Taylor Cowey: taylor@wynneheal th.com; (203) 848-7720
Billy Wynne: billy@wynnehealth.com; (202) 309-0796

Health Group



https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nofo-for-behavioral-health-workforce-education-and-training-program-for-professionals-applications-due-jan-21/
https://innovation.cms.gov/media/document/mfn-ifc-rule
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2020/09/23/2020-21129/lowering-drug-prices-by-putting-america-first
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/mandatory-nation-wide-most-favored-nation-model-ties-payment-for-high-cost-part-b-drugs-to-prices-paid-internationally-comments-due-jan-26/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-six-nominees-for-advisory-committee-on-minority-health-due-mar-4-2021/
mailto:alyssa@wynnehealth.com
mailto:taylor@wynnehealth.com
mailto:billy@wynnehealth.com

