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FRAMING THE WEEK
Medicare

The highly anticipated and long overdue 2021 Medicare Trustees Report is expected to be released
tomorrow, August 31. With Medicare reform a major component of Democrats’ $3.5 trillion budget
reconciliation package — in terms of both generating savings through drug pricing reform and spending for
vision, hearing, and dental benefits — the projected insolvency date of the Hospital Insurance (HI) Trust
Fund and total spending growth of the Medicare program, among other findings, will shape the legislative
debate.

Most notably, the 2021 report will account for the potential effect of the COVID-19 pandemic, a key factor
that was not reflected in the 2020 report. Last year, the Medicare Trustees estimated that the HI trust Fund
will no longer be able to pay scheduled benefits beginning in 2026. In a February 2021 report, the
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) projected that the HI fund will become insolvent in 2026, expecting a
faster economy recovery and lower spending on hospital services. It remains to be seen how the surge of
COVID-19 cases due to the Delta variant will affect the Trustees’ projections.

The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) spoke to the impending insolvency concerns in
its June 2020 Report to Congress — published in the midst of the COVID-19 pandemic — and recommended
Medicare would need to rapidly expand the use of value-based care to control program spending. As for
the SMI Trust Fund (Parts B and D), the Trustees found it to be “adequately financed” for the next 10 years
and beyond (i.e., “indefinitely”).

This morning, Sen. Bob Casey (D-PA), Chairman of the Special Committee on Aging, is convening
a hearing in Pennsylvania to discuss expanding Medicare to include vision, hearing, and dental
benefits. As a point of reference, the Congressional Budget Office (CBO) previously estimated that
providing dental, vision, and hearing coverage under the Medicare program, as proposed by House
Democrats’ H.R. 3 (116" Congress), would cost roughly $358 billion over a decade — $238 billion for dental
care, $30 billion for vision care, and $89 billion for hearing services.

Later this week, MedPAC will convene to discuss Medicare’s financial outlook and the effects of the
COVID-19 public health emergency on Medicare payment adequacy. Commissioners will also discuss:

e Potential reforms to Part D’s low-income subsidy (LIS), such as automatic enrollment of LIS
enrollees in prescription drug plans and modifying the method for setting the benchmark to promote
competition and reduce Medicare spending;

e Avalue-based payment program for all post-acute care (PAC) providers; and


https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2020-medicare-trustees-report.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2021-02/51136-2021-02-11-trustfundprojections.xlsx
http://www.medpac.gov/docs/default-source/reports/jun20_ch1_reporttocongress_sec.pdf?sfvrsn=0
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/eyes-ears-and-teeth-expanding-medicare-to-cover-whole-person-care
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2019-12/hr3_complete.pdf
https://www.congress.gov/bill/116th-congress/house-bill/3
http://www.medpac.gov/-public-meetings-/meeting-details/september-2021-public-meeting
https://wynnehealth.com/

e The impact of two statutory changes to home health payments implemented in 2020 (a 30-day unit
of payment and elimination of therapy visits provided during an episode as a payment factor).

COVID-19 Vaccine

Today, the Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices (ACIP) will meet to vote on updating its
recommendation for the Pfizer-BioNTech (COMIRNATY) COVID-19 Vaccine for individuals 16 years
and older. It is the first COVID-19 vaccine to be approved by the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

ACIP will also discuss a “framework for COVID-19 booster doses.” In a speech on August 18,
President Biden had announced that individuals would be eligible for boosters eight months after receiving
the second dose of the Pfizer or Moderna mRNA vaccines. “Pending approval from the Food and Drug
Administration and the CDC’s Committee of outside experts, we’ll be ready to start these booster — this
booster program during the week of September 20, in which time anyone fully vaccinated on or before
January 20 will be eligible to get a booster shot,” Biden said.

THIS WEEK IN HEALTH PoLicy

Mon. (8/30)

e 10:00am — Hearing: Medicare Vision and Dental — The Senate Special Committee on Aging
convenes a hearing titled, “Eyes, Ears and Teeth: Expanding Medicare to Cover Whole Person
Care.” Details.

e 10:00am — CDC Meeting: COVID-19 Vaccines — The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices holds a virtual meeting to
discuss the safety of and recommendations for COVID-19 vaccines and boosters. Details.

e 1:00pm — SAMHSA Meeting: Agency Priorities — The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) holds a meeting by teleconference of the National Advisory
Council to hear from the new Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use and
discuss agency priorities. Detalils.

Tue. (8/31)
e 12:00pm — AHP Meeting: Medicare — The Alliance for Health Policy (AHP) holds a meeting

titled, “Medicare Payment Reform: Lessons Learned and Consideration for the Future.” Detalils.

Wed. (9/1)
e 10:30am — NIH Meeting: Addiction —The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Helping to End

Addiction Long-Term (HEAL) Multi-Disciplinary Working Group holds a meeting to provide
updates on HEAL projects. Detalils.

Thurs. (9/2)

e 10:00am — HRSA Meeting: Vaccines — The Health Resources and services Administration
(HRSA) holds a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Childhood Vaccines to hear updates on
the safety and status of childhood vaccines. Details.

Fri. (9/3)
e 9:00am — NIH Meeting: Obesity — The NIH National Institute of Diabetes and Digestive and

Kidney Diseases holds a symposium of the Obesity Research Task Force about obesity and
COVID-19. Details.

Additional Multi-Day Events



https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/meetings/downloads/agenda-archive/agenda-2021-08-30-508.pdf
https://www.fda.gov/news-events/press-announcements/fda-approves-first-covid-19-vaccine
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/speeches-remarks/2021/08/18/remarks-by-president-biden-on-fighting-the-covid-19-pandemic-2/
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/eyes-ears-and-teeth-expanding-medicare-to-cover-whole-person-care
https://www.cdc.gov/vaccines/acip/index.html
https://www.samhsa.gov/meetings/samhsa-national-advisory-council-meeting-august-2021
https://www.allhealthpolicy.org/medicare-payment-reform-lessons-learned-and-considerations-for-the-future/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/08/10/2021-17012/office-of-the-director-national-institutes-of-health-notice-of-meeting
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/vaccines/meetings.html
https://www.niddk.nih.gov/news/meetings-workshops/2021/obesity-covid-19-obesity-research-task-force-symposium

e September 2-September 3 — Meeting: MedPAC — The Medicare Payment Advisory
Commission (MedPAC) holds a public meeting to discuss Medicare payment and policy issues.
Details.

e September 2-September 3 — 10:00am FDA Meeting: Gene Therapy — The Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) Cellular, Tissue, and Gene Therapies Advisory Committee holds a meeting
to discuss the toxicity risks of adeno-associated virus vector-based gene therapy products.
Details.

FEATURED WHG ANALYSIS

e WHG Side-by-Side of Medicaid Expansion Gap Bills — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

e WHG Side-by-Side of Health Technology Assessment Models — In the Policy Hub Insight
Bank here.

e WHG Updated 2021 Legislative and Regulatory Outlook — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank
here.

e WHG Chart Key Federal Public Option Bills in the 117" Congress; Side-by-Side
Comparison — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

e WHG Overview of Recent Development on Federal Telehealth Policy — In the Policy Hub
Insight Bank here.

e WHG Chart of the Major Drug Pricing Proposals in the 117t Congress — In the Policy Hub
Insight Bank here.

REGULATORY LOOKBACK

Fri. (8/20)
e The Supreme Court rejected the Biden-Harris Administration’s eviction moratorium arguing that
the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) exceeded its statutory authority. Details.

Thurs. (8/19)

¢ CMS formally announced its timeline for nationwide implementation of the Prior
Authorization Model for Repetitive, Scheduled Non-Emergent Ambulance Transports (RSNAT).
Details.

e CMS announced that Accountable Care Organizations (ACOs) participating in the Medicare
Shared Savings Program (MSSP) saved the Medicare program $1.9 billion dollars in 2020.
Details.

¢ ICER announced it will assess the comparative clinical effectiveness and value of five treatments
for COVID-19. Details.

Wed. (8/25)
e CMS released several analyses of the impact of COVID-19 on Medicare beneficiaries in nursing
homes and COVID-19 vaccine administration claims among Medicare beneficiaries. Detalls.

Tues. (8/24)
e CMS announced that it will reimburse providers the increased payment rate (~$75 a dose) for at-
home COVID-19 vaccinations. Detalils.
e The USPSTF issued a final recommendation statement in favor of screening for prediabetes and
type 2 diabetes in adults ages 35 to 70 years who are overweight or obese. Details.

Mon. (8/23)
e The Departments of Labor, HHS, and the Treasury issued FAQs regarding the implementation
of transparency requirements in the No Surprises Act and the Transparency in Coverage Final
Rules. Detalils.
e The U.S. Court of Appeals for the District of Columbia denied an emergency request from two
chapters of the National Association of Realtors to block the CDC’s eviction moratorium. Details.



http://www.medpac.gov/-public-meetings-/meeting-details/september-2021-public-meeting
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/cellular-tissue-and-gene-therapies-advisory-committee-september-2-3-2021-meeting-announcement
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/whg-side-by-side-of-medicaid-expansion-gap-bills/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/side-by-side-of-health-technology-assessment-models/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/updated-2021-legislative-and-regulatory-outlook/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/key-federal-public-option-bills-in-117th-congress-side-by-side-comparison/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-recent-developments-on-federal-telehealth-policy/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/chart-of-the-major-drug-pricing-proposals-in-the-117th-congress/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/supreme-court-ends-eviction-moratorium-argues-cdc-overstepped-its-authority-and-congressional-action-was-required/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-18543.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://www.cms.gov/Research-Statistics-Data-and-Systems/Monitoring-Programs/Medicare-FFS-Compliance-Programs/Prior-Authorization-Initiatives/Prior-Authorization-of-Repetitive-Scheduled-Non-Emergent-Ambulance-Transport-
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-announces-timeline-for-nationwide-implementation-of-rsnat-model/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/affordable-care-acts-shared-savings-program-continues-improve-quality-care-while-saving-medicare
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/new-analysis-finds-mssp-acos-generated-net-savings-of-1-9-billion-in-2020/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/icer-announces-timeline-for-comparative-effectiveness-assessment-of-five-covid-19-treatments/
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-covid-19-nursing-home-analysis
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-covid-19-nursing-home-analysis
https://www.cms.gov/medicare-covid-19-vaccine-analysis
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-released-analyses-on-nursing-home-resident-covid-19-outcomes-and-vaccine-administration-claims/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-expands-medicare-payments-home-covid-19-vaccinations
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/medicare-at-home-covid-19-vaccine-reimbursement-policy-is-expanded-to-include-group-living-settings/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/recommendation/screening-for-prediabetes-and-type-2-diabetes
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/grade-b-final-recommendation-issued-for-screening-obese-or-overweight-individuals-for-diabetes/
https://www.dol.gov/sites/dolgov/files/EBSA/about-ebsa/our-activities/resource-center/faqs/aca-part-49.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/faqs-on-transparency-requirements/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/court-denies-request-for-eviction-moratorium-to-be-lifted-sets-stage-for-supreme-court-involvement/

COMMENT & APPLICATION DEADLINES

e August 30: HRSA announced three funding opportunities totaling $103 million from the American
Rescue Plan Act to address mental health needs. Details.

e August 30: HRSA announced a funding opportunity for the Teaching Health Center Planning and
Development Program. Details.

e August 30: HRSA announced a funding opportunity for Teaching Health Center Planning and
Development Technical Assistance. Details.

e August 31: The CDC seeks nominations for the CDC/Health Resources & Services
Administration (HRSA) Advisory Committee on HIV, Viral Hepatitis, and STD Prevention and
Treatment (CHACHSPT). Details. *

e September 13: CMS released its calendar year (CY) 2022 Medicare Physician Fee Schedule
(MPFS) proposed rule. Details.

e September 15: The NIH Office of Research on Women’s Health requests comments to inform
planning of the Women’s Health Consensus Conference. Detalils.

e September 17: The CDC announced it is seeking nominations for individuals to serve as
members of the Healthcare Infection Control Practices Advisory Committee. Details.

e September 17: CMS released the CY 2022 Hospital Outpatient Prospective Payment System
and ASC Payment System Proposed Rule. Details.

e September 19: HRSA seeks comments on draft updates to the Women’s Preventive Services
Guidelines. Details.

e September 21: HRSA announced a funding opportunity for the teaching Health Center Graduate
Medical Education (THCGME) New and Expanded Residency Program. Details.

e September 25: The FDA announced a request for nominees to serve as voting or nonvoting
consumer representatives on several agency advisory committees. Details

e September 28: CMS issued a proposed rule that would authorize states to make payment to
third parties, to facilitate easier access to employee benefits. Details.

e October 9: CMS issued a proposed rule with rescind the Most Favored Nation (MFN) Model
interim final rule. Details.

¢ October 11: The Department of Agriculture RHS announced available grant funding for the
establishment of the Emergency Rural Health Care Grant Program. Detalils.

e December 11: The FDA issued a request for comments on issues related to the post-approval
regulation of PANDAS. Details.

e October 18: The CDC seeks comments on two contraception guidance documents, which
provide evidence-based recommendations to assist health care providers when counseling
patients on contraceptive choice and use. Details.

WHG Contacts for Inquiries

Alyssa Llamas: alyssa@wynnehealth.com; (562) 207-8807
Billy Wynne: billy@wynnehealth.com; (202) 309-0796

Erin Slifer: erin@wynnehealth.com; (410) 984-4552
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https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/07/16/hhs-announces-103-million-arp-funding-to-address-health-workforce-burnout.html?utm_campaign=NOFO+Announcement%3A+Apply+Now+to+Address+Burnout+in+the+Health+an&utm_medium=email&utm_source=govdelivery
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hrsa-announces-103m-to-address-mental-health-needs-among-the-health-workforce/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=334730
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hrsa-announced-funding-opportunities-for-community-based-primary-care-residency-programs/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=334731
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hrsa-announced-funding-opportunities-for-community-based-primary-care-residency-programs/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-14686.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeks-nominees-for-cdc-hrsa-advisory-committee-on-hiv-viral-hepatitis-and-std-prevention-and-treatment/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-14973.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2022-mpfs-proposed-rule-sketches-new-telehealth-flexibilities-including-audio-only-services-also-includes-key-rfis-on-health-equity-vaccine-payment-policies-as-well-as-support-act-implementati/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-14151.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-requested-to-inform-planning-of-womens-health-consensus-conference-due-sept-15/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/03/19/2021-05785/solicitation-of-nominations-for-appointment-to-the-healthcare-infection-control-practices-advisory
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-sought-for-healthcare-infection-control-practices-advisory-committee-due-sept-17/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/cy-2022-medicare-hospital-outpatient-prospective-payment-system-and-ambulatory-surgical-center
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-proposed-rule-for-cy-2022-medicare-hospital-outpatient-prospective-payment-system-and-ambulatory-surgical-center-payment-system/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-17826.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://www.hrsa.gov/womens-guidelines/index.html
https://www.hrsa.gov/womens-guidelines/index.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-sought-on-draft-updates-to-the-womens-preventive-services-guidelines-due-sept-19/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=334336
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hrsa-announced-funding-opportunities-for-community-based-primary-care-residency-programs/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-17066.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-to-serve-on-advisory-committees-due-september-25/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-16430.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-issued-to-provide-home-care-workers-access-to-employee-benefits/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-16886.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-issued-to-rescind-most-favored-nation-model-comments-due-october-9/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-17199.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/notice-of-funds-available-to-support-rural-health-care-and-economies/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-17378.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-due-december-11-on-post-approval-regulation-of-pandas/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2021-17818.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
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