
 
This Week in Health Policy, Congressional Lookback, Regulatory Lookback, Comment & Application 

Deadlines 
 

Wynne Health Group Weekly 
 

  
 
 
FRAMING THE WEEK  
 
This week’s main event is President Biden’s first State of the Union address tomorrow evening. While the 
President’s remarks will have a significant focus on national security, we anticipate his speech will also 
touch on the Biden Administration’s COVID-19 response and health care priorities. Biden may provide some 
direction to lawmakers on which health policies of the Build Back Better Act to advance in a narrower 
package (e.g., extending enhancement of premium tax credits, lowering prescription drug prices). Whether 
a bill will pass this year is an open question, given the time constrains and multiple priorities – e.g., FY 2022 
omnibus appropriations by March 11, bipartisan interest to advance mental health and pandemic 
preparedness bills, and November elections.  
 
Other events this week include a Senate vote on the Women’s Health Protection Act; House committee 
hearings on COVID-19's impact on health care and substance use and suicide; and MedPAC and MACPAC 
meetings.  
 
Women’s Health Protection Act 
 
The Senate is scheduled to vote today on the Women’s Health Protection Act (WHPA, H.R. 3755), which 
would codify the right for health care providers to provide, and their patients to receive, abortion services. 
WHPA, which passed the House mostly along party lines (218-211), is not expected to clear the Senate 
due to the 60-vote filibuster threshold. Instead, the vote is intended to get all senators on the record on Roe 
v. Wade before the midterm elections.  
 
The Supreme Court, with a 6-3 conservative majority, is expected to issue a decision in the spring on Dobbs 
v. Jackson Women’s Health Organization, which involves a Mississippi law that prohibits nearly all abortions 
after the 15th week of pregnancy. Allowing the Mississippi law to stand would effectively overturn Roe v. 
Wade, which protects the right to abortion prior to fetal viability (around 24 weeks). Biden’s nominee to 
replace liberal Justice Steven Breyer – Judge Ketanji Brown Jackson – will not alter the Supreme Court’s 
ideological balance. However, if confirmed, Judge Jackson, who has been praised Planned Parenthood 
and NARAL Pro-Choice, will play a critical role in shaping reproductive rights in the future.   
 
MedPAC 
 
Later this week, the Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) will convene to discuss a range 
of issues, including beneficiary experience, workforce, and payment reform. Specific topics include: 

 
• Findings from MedPAC’s annual beneficiary and clinician focus groups; 
• Guidance on future work to better support safety-net providers; 
• Policy options to strengthen the geriatric workforce;  
• Proposed approaches for integrating episode-based payment with population-based payment (a 

focus for the ongoing work at the Center for Medicare and Medicaid Innovation); and  
• Revised approach to Medicare Advantage risk adjustment.  

 

https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-lessons-from-the-frontline-covid-19s-impact-on-american
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/substance-use-suicide-risk-and-american-health-system
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/house-bill/3755
https://www.plannedparenthood.org/about-us/newsroom/press-releases/planned-parenthood-statement-on-nomination-of-judge-ketanji-brown-jackson-to-the-u-s-supreme-court
https://www.prochoiceamerica.org/2022/02/25/naral-pro-choice-america-celebrates-president-bidens-nomination-of-judge-ketanji-brown-jackson-to-the-u-s-supreme-court/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-3-4-2022/
https://wynnehealth.com/


MACPAC 
 
The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) will hold sessions on policy levers 
to promote health equity, considerations in redesigning the home- and community-based services benefit, 
and rate setting. Additionally, MACPAC will discuss recommendations for the June Report to Congress 
related to: 
 

• Directed payments in managed care; 
• Improving the uptake of electronic health records by behavioral health providers; 
• Requiring states to develop an integrated care strategy for dually eligible beneficiaries; and  
• Access to vaccines for adults enrolled in Medicaid. 

 
 
THIS WEEK IN HEALTH POLICY 
 
Mon. (2/28) 

• 12:00pm – NIH Meeting: Biosecurity – The National Institutes of Health (NIH) Office of the 
Director holds a meeting of the National Science Advisory Board for Biosecurity to review the 
charge of the committee and discuss next steps. Details. 

• 2:00pm – NQF Meeting: PRO/PM Measures – The National Quality Forum (NQF) Technical 
Expert Panel holds a meeting to discuss patient report outcome performance measures 
(PRO/PM). Details. 

 
Tue. (3/1) 

• 10:15am – Hearing: Retirement and Mental Health – The House Education and Labor 
Committee Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Subcommittee holds a hearing titled, 
“Improving Retirement Security and Access to Mental Health Benefits.” Details. 

• 10:30am – ONC Meeting: Interoperability – The Office of the National Coordinator for Health 
Information Technology (ONC) holds a meeting of the Interoperability Standards Workgroup to 
discuss how to improve interoperability. Details. 

• 1:00pm – CMS Webinar: Quality and Cost Measures – The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid 
Services (CMS) holds a webinar to provide an overview of the development, criteria, and 
evaluation of Merit-based Incentive Payment System (MIPS) measures that align with CMS 
priorities. Details. 
 

Wed. (3/2)  
• 9:00am – FDA Meeting: Device Manufacturing – The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) 

holds a meeting of the Device Good Manufacturing Practice Advisory Committee to give 
presentations on current good manufacturing practice requirements for medical devices. Details. 

• 10:00am – Hearing: Substance Use and Suicide – The House Ways and Means Committee 
holds a hearing titled, “Substance Use, Suicide Risk, and the American Health System.” Details. 

• 10:00am – HHS Meeting: Anti-Biotic Resistant Bacteria – The Department of Health and 
Human Service (HHS) Office of the Assistant Secretary for Health holds a meeting of the 
President’s Advisory Council on Combatting Antibiotic-Resistant Bacteria to provide 
recommendations on programs and policies related to antibiotic-resistant bacteria. Details. 

• 10:30am – Hearing: COVID-19 – The House Committee on Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations holds a hearing titled, “Lessons from the Frontline: 
COVID-19’s Impact on American Health Care.” Details. 

• 3:00pm – CMMI Webinar: Kidney Models  – The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services 
Innovation Center (CMMI) holds a webinar to provide updates on the Comprehensive End Stage 
Renal Disease Care Model, the Kidney Care Choices Model, and the End-Stage Renal Disease 
Treatment Choices Model. Details. 
 

Thurs. (3/3) 

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/17/2022-03406/office-of-the-director-national-institutes-of-health-notice-of-meeting
https://www.qualityforum.org/EventList.aspx
https://edlabor.house.gov/hearings/improving-retirement-security-and-access-to-mental-health-benefits
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/interoperability-standards-workgroup-4
https://register.gotowebinar.com/register/546678701398979856
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/17/2022-03476/device-good-manufacturing-practice-advisory-committee-notice-of-meeting
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/legislation/hearings/substance-use-suicide-risk-and-american-health-system
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/03/2022-02291/meetings-of-the-presidential-advisory-council-on-combating-antibiotic-resistant-bacteria
https://energycommerce.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/hearing-on-lessons-from-the-frontline-covid-19s-impact-on-american
https://cms.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_fmkYv1sdTX6D7xgsza4HkQ


• 9:00am – FDA Meeting: Vaccines – The FDA holds a meeting of the Vaccines and Related 
Biological Products Advisory Committee to discuss and make recommendations on the selection 
of strains to be included in the 2022-2023 influenza vaccine. Details. 

• 10:00am – ONC Meeting: Prior Authorization RFI – The ONC Health Information Technology 
Advisory Committee (HITAC) holds a meeting of the e-Prior Authorization Request for Information 
(RFI) Task Force 2022 to discuss the recent RFI and next steps. Details.  

• 10:00am – HRSA Meeting: Childhood Vaccines – The Health Resources and Services 
Administration (HRSA) holds a meeting of the Advisory Commission on Childhood Vaccines to 
discuss recommendations for childhood vaccines. Details. 

 
 

Additional Multi-Day Events 
• March 2-March 3 – DOT Meeting: Emergency Medical Transport – The Department of 

Transportation (DOT National Highway Traffic Safety Administration National Emergency Medical 
Services Advisory Council to discuss committee reports and initiatives. Details. 

• March 3-March 4 – Meeting: MACPAC – The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access 
Commission (MACPAC) holds a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment and 
policy issues. Details. 

• December 9-December 10 – Meeting: MedPAC – The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission 
meets to discuss Medicare issues and policy questions. Details. 

 
 
FEATURED WHG ANALYSIS  
 

• WHG Roundup of Recent Telehealth Policy – In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.  
• WHG 2022 Legislative and Regulatory Outlook – In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.  
• WHG Issue Brief on Health Equity Implications of Potential Telehealth Reform Under 

Medicare – In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here. 
 

CONGRESSIONAL LOOKBACK 
 
 
REGULATORY LOOKBACK 
 
Fri. (2/25) 

• HRSA recently announced that more than $560 million in Provider Relief Fund (PRF) Phase 4 
General Distribution payments is being distributed. Details.  

• ASPE published an issue brief examining trends and challenges in health care coverage and 
access among Black Americans. Details.  

• The FDA issued final guidance entitled Patient-Focused Drug Development: Methods to Identify 
What is Important to Patients. Details.  
 

Thurs. (2/24) 
• CMS announced it has redesigned the Global and Professional Direct Contracting (GPDC) 

model. Details. 
 

Tues. (2/22) 
• The USPSTF issued a draft recommendation statement in favor statin use for the 

primary prevention of cardiovascular disease (CVD) in adults. Comments are due March 21. 
Details. 

• The FDA issued a proposed rule to amend the device CGMP requirements. Comments are due 
May 24. Details.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/01/25/2022-01368/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-notice-of-meeting-establishment-of-a
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/e-prior-authorization-request-information-task-force-2022-4
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/01/31/2022-01848/meeting-of-the-advisory-committee-on-childhood-vaccines
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/02/08/2022-02589/national-emergency-medical-services-advisory-council-notice-of-public-meeting
https://www.macpac.gov/public_meeting/march-2022-macpac-public-meeting/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-3-4-2022/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/roundup-of-recent-telehealth-policy/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/2022-legislative-and-regulatory-outlook-excel-version/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/issue-brief-health-equity-implications-of-potential-telehealth-reform-under-medicare/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/02/24/hhs-distributing-560-million-provider-relief-fund-payments-health-care-providers-affected-covid-19-pandemic.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/third-batch-of-prf-phase-4-payments-distributed-this-week/
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/08307d793263d5069fdd6504385e22f8/black-americans-coverages-access-ib.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/aspe-brief-examines-trends-in-coverage-and-access-to-care-among-black-americans/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-04152.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/final-guidance-issued-on-methods-to-identify-what-is-important-to-patients-in-patient-focused-drug-development/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-redesigns-accountable-care-organization-model-provide-better-care-people-traditional-medicare
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-center-converts-gpdc-model-into-aco-reach-model-with-more-explicit-focus-on-health-equity/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/draft-recommendation/statin-use-primary-prevention-cardiovascular-disease-adults
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-due-march-21-on-draft-recommendation-statement-on-statin-use-for-prevention-of-cardiovascular-disease/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-03227.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-issued-to-amend-device-current-good-manufacturing-practice-requirements-comments-due-may-24/


 
COMMENT & APPLICATION DEADLINES 
  

• February 28: The CDC announced it is seeking nominations for individuals to serve as members 
of the Advisory Committee on Breast Cancer in Young Women. Details.  

• March 4: CMS announced the Calendar Year 2023 Advance Notice for Medicare Advantage and 
Part D. Details.  

• March 6: The FDA issued a proposed rule to establish national standards for the licensing of 
prescription drug wholesale distributors. Details.  

• March 6: HHS released an RFI regarding a proposed revision to the 2020 PHS Guideline on 
organ donors and transplant recipients for HIV, HBV, and HCV infection. Details. 

• March 7: CMS released the Contract Year (CY) 2023 Policy and Technical Changes to Medicare 
Advantage (MA) and Part D proposed rule. Details.  

• March 10: The ACL released two Innovations in Nutrition Programs and Services funding 
opportunities (here and here) to support research and programs improving nutrition services 
programs for aging adults. Details.  

• March 11: The FDA issued draft guidance on notifying the agency of a permanent 
discontinuance or interruption in manufacturing of a device. Details.  

• March 11: ASPR issued a request for comments to help inform the development of the 2023-
2026 National Health Security Strategy. Details.  

• March 14: The FDA issued a request for nominations for voting and nonvoting consumer 
representatives to serve on advisory committees and panels. Details.  

• March 14: The USDA FNS released a notice of funding opportunity for Team Nutrition 
Training Grants. Details 

• March 15: AHRQ released a solicitation for nominations for members of the U.S. Preventive 
Services Task Force (USPSTF). Details.  

• March 18: HRSA released a notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for the Rural Public Health 
Workforce Training Network (RPHWTN) Program. Details.  

• March 21: The USPSTF issued a draft recommendation statement in favor statin use for the 
primary prevention of cardiovascular disease (CVD) in adults. Details. 

• March 23: The ONC issued an RFI seeking stakeholder input on whether to adopt additional 
standards, implementation specifications, and certification criteria regarding electronic prior 
authorization. Details.  

• March 31: HRSA announced the availability of $19.2 million in ARP funding to support primary 
care and dental resident training in rural and underserved communities. Details.  

• April 4: SAMHSA released a NOFO that will make $10 million available for the Services Grant 
Program for Residential Treatment for Pregnant and Postpartum Women. Details 

• April 11: The CDC announced it is requesting comments on the proposed clinical practice 
guideline, “CDC Clinical Practice Guideline for Prescribing Opioids.” Details.  

• April 12: The NIH issued an RFI to gather public input on developing the NIH-Wide Strategic 
Plan for Diversity, Equity, Inclusion, and Accessibility (DEIA). Comments are due April 12. 
Details. 

• April 16: HRSA released a NOFO to support long term improvements in early developmental 
health through the Transforming Pediatrics for Early Childhood program. Details.   

• April 18: CMS released an RFI on access to care and coverage for Medicaid and CHIP 
enrollees. Comments are due April 18. Details.  

• April 19: HHS announced the availability of $13 million to support increased access to behavioral 
health care services, including treatment for substance use disorder, in rural communities. 
Details. 

• April 19: AHRQ released an RFI from the public on its proposed strategic framework for its 
Patient-Centered Outcomes Research Trust Fund (PCORTF) investments. Details. 

• April 22: The NIH announced a $1 million prize competition for innovative diagnostics 
technologies to help improve maternal health. Details.  

• May 24: The FDA issued a proposed rule to amend the device CGMP requirements. Details.  

https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2022/01/10/2022-00211/solicitation-of-nominations-for-appointment-to-the-advisory-committee-on-breast-cancer-in-young
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-sought-for-advisory-committees-on-breast-cancer-in-young-women-due-feb-28/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-releases-2023-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-advance-notice
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2023-ma-and-part-d-advance-notice-would-increase-payments-by-7-98-percent-for-plans-includes-multiple-health-equity-focused-proposals/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-01929.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-issues-to-establish-national-standards-for-wholesale-drug-distributors-comments-due-march-6/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-02389.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-requested-on-proposed-change-to-guideline-on-transplant-recipients-due-approx-march-6/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-00117.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2023-ma-and-part-d-proposed-rule-includes-proposals-to-lower-prescription-drug-costs-improve-d-snps-and-address-health-disparities-comments-due-march-7/
https://www.grants.gov/web/%3Ca%20href=
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=335746
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/funding-opportunities-released-for-research-and-programs-enhancing-nutrition-services-programs-for-aging-adults/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-00321.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-notifying-the-agency-of-permanent-discontinuance-or-interruption-in-manufacturing-of-certain-medical-devices-comments-due-march-11/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-03046.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-on-national-health-security-strategy-due-march-11/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-01724.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/consumer-representative-nominations-due-march-14-to-serve-on-advisory-committees/
https://www.grants.gov/web/grants/view-opportunity.html?oppId=337726
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fns-announces-team-nutrition-training-grants-for-school-nutrition-professional-readiness-and-retention/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-00488.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-for-uspstf-due-march-15/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2021/12/23/hhs-announces-availability-nearly-48-million-to-increase-public-health-workforce-rural-tribal-communities.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/applications-due-march-18-for-rural-public-health-workforce-training-grants/
https://www.uspreventiveservicestaskforce.org/uspstf/draft-recommendation/statin-use-primary-prevention-cardiovascular-disease-adults
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-due-march-21-on-draft-recommendation-statement-on-statin-use-for-prevention-of-cardiovascular-disease/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-01309.pdf?utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/in-rfi-agency-seeks-input-on-establishing-new-electronic-prior-authorization-standards/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/02/03/hhs-announces-availability-19-2-million-expand-training-primary-care-residents-in-rural-underserved-communities.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/19-2m-available-to-support-primary-care-and-dental-resident-training-applications-due-march-31/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-announces-10-million-in-funding-for-the-services-grant-program-for-residential-treatment-for-pregnant-and-postpartum-women/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-02802.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/feedback-sought-on-proposed-2022-updates-to-clinical-practice-guidelines-for-prescribing-opioids/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-02972.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-on-nih-wide-strategic-plan-for-diversity-equity-inclusion-and-accessibility-due-april-12/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/grants-available-to-reduce-infant-mortality-and-support-early-childhood-health-applications-due-april-19-and-may-6/
https://cmsmedicaidaccessrfi.gov1.qualtrics.com/jfe/form/SV_6EYj9eLS9b74Npk
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-rfi-for-improving-medicaid-and-chip-access-and-coverage-comments-due-april-18/
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2022/01/18/hhs-announces-availability-13-million-increase-behavioral-health-care-access-rural-communities.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/updated-state-guide-released-for-criteria-for-medicaid-managed-care-contract-review/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-03551.pdf
https://www.ahrq.gov/pcor/potential-of-the-pcortf/index.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/input-requested-on-pcortf-investment-framework-comments-due-april-19/
https://www.nih.gov/news-events/news-releases/nih-announces-1-million-prize-competition-develop-new-maternal-health-diagnostics
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/submissions-for-competition-for-new-maternal-health-diagnostics-due-april-22/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2022-03227.pdf?utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-issued-to-amend-device-current-good-manufacturing-practice-requirements-comments-due-may-24/


 
WHG Contacts for Inquiries 
Alyssa Llamas: alyssa@wynnehealth.com; (562) 207-8807 
Josh LaRosa: josh@wynnehealth.com; (703) 309-4248 
Erin Slifer: erin@wynnehealth.com; (410) 984-4552 
Billy Wynne: billy@wynnehealth.com; (202) 309-0796 
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