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Impact Health Policy Weekly

The House and the Senate are both on a two-week spring recess after finally passing the last of the
fiscal year (FY) 2024 appropriations bills over the weekend. Six months into the fiscal year, Congress
passed a minibus package of six appropriations bills, including the Labor-HHS bill that funds the
Department of Health and Human Services. President Biden signed the bill into law on Saturday.

Overall, $116.8 billion in funding was provided for the Department of Health and Human Services, an
increase of about $955 million over last year. Most programs were flat funded or received modest
increases with a couple of programs receiving cuts. Programs that received modest funding boosts
include the National Institutes of Health, Biomedical Advanced Research and Development Authority,
organ transplant system modernization and the 9-8-8 mental health crisis hotline.

Despite a last-minute push from members and advocates, the bill did not include a separate health care
package that would have reformed pharmacy benefit manager and hospital billing practices.

Details on specific programs are below:

National Institutes of Health: The bill provides $48.6 billion in base discretionary funding for the
National Institutes of Health (NIH)—an increase of $300 million in base funding over fiscal year

2023. ARPA-H receives a $1.5 billion, the same as last year. Most of the funding increases go towards
NIH priority programs, including $120 million increase for the National Cancer Institute for cancer
research; a $75 million increase for mental health research; a $100 million increase for Alzheimer's
disease research; a $5 million increase for opioid research; $12.5 million for a new palliative care
research program; a $10 million increase for diabetes research; and a $10 million increase for the
IMPROVE initiative for research on maternal mortality.

Mental Health: The bill includes $1 billion for the Mental Health Block Grant and $153 million for the
Behavioral Health Workforce Education and Training Program to support community-based clinical
training and strengthen the mental health workforce. The bill also provides an $18 million increase for
the 988 Suicide Prevention Lifeline; continued $385 million for Certified Community Behavioral Health
Clinics; and $98.8 million (a $5 million increase) for the National Child Traumatic Stress Initiative. The
bill also includes more than $160 million in investments within the Department of Education to address
the shortage of school-based mental health professionals in our nation’s K-12 schools.

Healthcare Workforce: The bill includes a $5 million increase for the Children’s Hospital GME program,
as well as a $3 million increase for the National Health Service Corps; and a $5 million increase for
nursing training programs. HRSA’s Graduate Medical Education program was flat funded.

Organ Transplantation: The bill increases funding for the Organ Procurement and Transplantation
Network (OPTN) Modernization Initiative by $23 million to strengthen and reform the nation’s organ
donation and transplant system. This funding increase will allow HRSA to recompete the contract to run

1


https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/2882
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/legislation/2024/03/23/press-release-bill-signed-h-r-2882/

1301 K Street NW, Suite 300W

impaCt Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 309-0796

the nation’s organ allocation system and to potentially break up the current contract into multiple
contracts. On a related note, the House Energy & Commerce Committee sent a letter HRSA requesting
information on how the OPTN contract solicitation plan will support fair and competitive practices
during the contracting process, promote data transparency and patient safety, and ensure system
security and operability. A separate letter was sent to the United Network for Organ Sharing (UNOS),
the current contractor, regarding the UNOS IT system security and operability, issues with patient safety
and equity, and conflict-of-interest concerns.

Pandemic Preparedness and Biodefense: The bill includes $3.6 billion for the Administration for
Strategic Preparedness and Response (ASPR), including a $65 million increase for the Biomedical
Advanced Research and Development Authority (BARDA) and $10 million to establish ongoing funding
for industrial base manufacturing and supply chain activities to help ensure that critical resources in the
public health supply chain—including raw materials, medical countermeasures, and ancillary supplies—
are manufactured in the United States.

Public Health Infrastructure: The bill also includes $350 million (same as FY 2023) to support public
health infrastructure and capacity, and the public health workforce at the state and local level to

improve preparedness and respond to emerging public health threats.

Agency for Healthcare Quality and Research: AHRQ received a $4.5 million decrease in funding from
last year, however it was stated that not less than $13,500,000 is to be used for Long COVID research.

The full explanatory statement can be found here; the House Committee’s summary can be found here;
and the Senate Committee’s summary can be found here.

Requlatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) completed reviewing the FY 2025 inpatient rehabilitation
facilities. OMB is also reviewing the following rules:

Medicare
e Alternative Payment Models — The proposed rule would implement a new Medicare payment
model titled, Increasing Organ Transplant Access (IOTA) Model (was set for December 2023).
e Payment Update — The proposed rules would make policy payment updates for acute care
hospitals inpatient and long-term care hospitals, hospice, inpatient psychiatric facilities, and
skilled nursing facilities (April 2024).

e Nursing Homes — The final rule would establish minimum staffing standards for long-term care

facilities and establish Medicaid institutional payment transparency reporting requirements
(September 2026).

Medicaid


https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019Db4LfMjcyGl_GhfiV8tfYfTgnOkJfLYFtjlIFWnShUEQTTGnfMDbIExLnMV0iPgj4e_V801R7MXfDM1LbZdUmINmowHlklzqMqHfI_ToqmJkz14KnrOMpuRIn67BMTu9-Kl3Pi3AhhIWHW5lqcHV85XNLpAaM9wzMnEQwP9LAnf81sZguWXRRsgtPtaPeiyJsAEw3JBqfoni5Riio_2n0a3B4UW7vs1eqaqkcafwbNokKK-4kGp1DidhvO9OOl_ba29tfVB2LUeCkbIMDEn-YYo569_BCzhTz3ZBnUHhz-l6aZef0U655CgDcP8g3Y9RZHymM5qjXkDlLixfFMO6lktuDMatYs7RTQXZjbt8ZbXldI6tSF65lZDBB0dbXjW8lpe_5lg6k6HonKI1ypv_o_OU4WPTqdrysOUKVDK-QV6xWIxSV5caOBZTjjoUEbH3ZI-fWGTh-l6HjkVVkR4p-39YGbUiCMiGk4dD6gwcfniFAjXiuGH-CYA-cv34K1ZLLAJ9pdvAxfMREyxvAfIi3683kliD53roIHf0M0U-ZGElHYy4LYCqSs-vrS2NyuExggeK-_PPJU2Zjv6KKN3UDsLTXssXZyb3ZtkoNmmSrRWf8zyj-l6rPfz8FkX5MDgjtqUUhu_wpr96L8fHc4wD3BEfbu8kAykR6V2hnvFWo7AE5hJv-p8dbMcY8vmbhy6Cy1EXjrJAlsVKTUXieJ3oQ9WLp7TyUBQNEM1mQDtKc-O9VN8kKrS_J2S-JuDqiKdQKXNVPSR_It96bF1jlY3_HcS8j4nff3YtwY3YHE_WGdGClhXBwWLLs5B1jxTH-FkfSJzNIi7C70JVdbaIxn-Zh0FTQgJucERyfMCVth389fhbTtjDWmhB64hgDAgRGj2K_0ylojqQe0WAmp-gxZaQqXnFbBC30MXo1Qm66tc4YWotwclNrYpfw==&c=6tkmpJFpuz3L2_V4o-7OzMBxbMj_oPDmy_2WsAXoa-9tGKa_tQgiKg==&ch=O05owbzv2c2NHxRLiwPuvyg8OynPHTV7fpFbx-RW23TVjE78Ez-VzA==
https://r20.rs6.net/tn.jsp?f=0019Db4LfMjcyGl_GhfiV8tfYfTgnOkJfLYFtjlIFWnShUEQTTGnfMDbIExLnMV0iPgHaqpR1IE7qJOo1t8fWVU2aSio_YXCM9pOtGMPSex_K5ABuMW96_FZtsRm4ZpT3cXs4Uvce5Tvv87tN0-uTzCjP02vkifhRXFq-mDQ3jbbMNqUM8OlTRQCYaXw4yyBDvhvuiA9BsOQu7NafFmxT4mgwy-Ca3drIuKHqCjKndiE6IqASufE0ZNaQEC8jqfGY50EulNiJFi-rB4QqtBbTAc5wQVoXnG_WXGT5OOAYLZvyTbiMWBt4T0DBRL_NmTawjRTpb9BDpLzvciiPct3hnF0V7zuvCDgpBTCSNoT_S2sjJdYj234KVNtw3VE4NxOne6x7NMTBeLp3Ibm5MYN1HFDlDRYXu0p9dq5pxjHm5B4cTlu7SNV9qfd-IHY2hs9dDOENNex71aHpLv9KDgaPEDJ1vxOhHq9wR-tW4n9509l2xbDLR5l4yVhn9hKZ_wTcEzurVn3Qjd-RRAtCwKhdD-8tM9UmRTrNEKUNct87xK7dc00TGhqYS_1ovmENqMXKIj8AmwGnxwNS3B9euA3m-cHQC541DbQGUfQWQk7in6Y726HHbb49H4VbBE0iR1N1Hb6C6PMDRcQiNeSApCV8gc8JlE6r_zbAdYaEW1z43i-tAJ5_whUSRlaAhRrk9DrgMuVigfPyAN5h6fsn9BXIklptP6XjIyn6GpLAyJL9W3JvvfpnJtZDm3449p5oJhHToc7sE-H_6ibQsCvLgzCft0Uk6I5rgG5htKmVLXItQS1WbKJOnbdFgJbOasgpkPfuarLNgSr73OlomUBwRTDchV_sI1GPL5vY9ESsGxlqzNDEQ87db0SCFewKqw-aF0agrieDe4g0GgeGjcEV7VE1x_S4F5tOU-QgZdJI-G2xncLnWlIJ2G1_KyWw==&c=6tkmpJFpuz3L2_V4o-7OzMBxbMj_oPDmy_2WsAXoa-9tGKa_tQgiKg==&ch=O05owbzv2c2NHxRLiwPuvyg8OynPHTV7fpFbx-RW23TVjE78Ez-VzA==
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20240318/Division%20D%20LHHS.pdf
https://appropriations.house.gov/sites/republicans.appropriations.house.gov/files/Second%20FY24%20Package%20-%20Further%20Consolidated%20Appropriations%20Act%2C%202024.pdf
https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy24_lhhs_bill_summary.pdf
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV31
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV31
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU51
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV34
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV34
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV29
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV32
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV30
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV25
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e Disproportionate Share Hospital Program — The final rule would implement requirements
under section 203 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA), which relate to
Medicaid shortfall and third-party payments (February 2024).

e Eligibility and Enrollment — The final rule would implement changes to align enrollment and
renewal requirements for most individuals in Medicaid and promote maintenance of coverage
(February 2024).

o Access to Care - A pair of final rule intended to access to care and quality outcomes for Medicaid
and CHIP beneficiaries enrolled in managed care delivery systems and fee-for-service Medicaid
(April 2024).

e Drug Rebate Program - The final rule would establishes requirements related to

manufacturers’ misclassification of covered outpatient drug products under the Medicaid Drug
Rebate Program (MDRP). In addition, it finalizes beneficiary protections, as well as MDRP

program integrity and administration changes (June 2024).

Commercial Insurance
e ACA Marketplace — The final rule would make changes to regulations governing Affordable
Care Act (ACA) Marketplace plans, insurance standards, and the risk adjustment program for
plan year 2025 (not specified but likely April 2024).
e Short-Term Plans — The final rule would modify definitions to ensure short-term, limited
duration insurance and fixed indemnity benefits coverage do not undermine consumer
protections and requirements under the Affordable Care Act (April 2024).

Other Topics:

e Healthcare System Resiliency and Modernization — The proposed rule would revise and
update national emergency preparedness requirements for Medicare- and Medicaid-
participating providers and suppliers (was set for December 2023).

e Reproductive Health Care Privacy — The final rule would modify the HIPAA Privacy Rule to
support reproductive health care privacy (March 20240.

e Health IT - The proposed rule would advance interoperability through proposals for: standards
adoption; public health IT certification; expanded uses of certified application programming
interfaces (APIs), such as for electronic prior authorization, patient engagement, care
management, and care coordination; and information sharing under the information blocking
regulations (was set for November 2023).

e Disability — The final rule would revise regulations under section 504 of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973 to address discrimination on the basis of disability in HHS-funded programs and
activities (April 2024)

Tue. (3/26)


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV00
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU00
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU99
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU68
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU28
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV22
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU67
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=343763
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0945-AA20
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0955-AA06
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0945-AA15
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10:00am - HITAC Meeting: Interoperability Standards — The Health Information Technology
Advisory Committee (HITAC) holds a meeting of the Interoperability Standards Workgroup to
discuss program updates. Details.

Wed. (3/27)

9:00am — SAMHSA Meeting: Serious Mental/Emotional Illness — The Substance Abuse and
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) holds a meeting of the Interdepartmental
Serious Mental Illness Coordinating Committee to provide information on federal efforts related
to serious mental illness and serious emotional disturbance. Details.

10:00am - USPTO Meeting: Al and Intellectual Property — The United States Patent and
Trademark Office (USPTO) holds a meeting of the Atrtificial Intelligence (Al)/Emerging
Technologies (ET) Partnership to discuss insights regarding the intersection of intellectual
property (IP) and AI/ET. Details.

Thurs. (3/28)

1:00pm — AHP Discussion: Policy Opportunities for Dually Eligible Individuals — The Alliance
for Health Policy (AHP) holds a discussion on the role of Medicare, Medicaid, and the private
sector in providing care for dually eligible populations and to present policy efforts and
strategies to improve care for that population. The executive director of the Medicaid and CHIP
Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) Kate Massey will be participating. Details.
2:00pm — CDC Meeting: Health Equity Science — The Centers for Disease Control and
Prevention (CDC) holds a meeting of the Office of Health Equity (OHE) to discuss using health
equity science and data for action. OHE will share additional information about the Principles of
Health Equity Science for Public Health Action. Details.

2:00pm — PEPC Discussion: Physician Experience in CMMI Models — The Partnership to
Empower Physician-Led Care (PEPC) holds a webinar highlighting the independent physician
experience in CMS Innovation Center Models. CMS Innovation Center Chief Strategy Officer
Purva Rawal will be participating. Details.

Fri. (3/29)

12:00pm — US News and World Report Discussion: Drug Shortages — The U.S. News and
World Report holds a discussion on regulatory changes and tools that could increase visibility
into the supply chain regarding persistent drug shortages and the need to forecast potential
risks and weak points earlier. Panelists will discuss efforts to ramp up domestic production of
generic drugs and explore the role advanced manufacturing and Al can play in alleviating drug
shortages over the long term. Details.

Additional Multi-Day Events

Mar. 25-Mar. 26 — HHS Meeting: Physician-Focused Payment Models — The Department of
Health and Human Services (HHS) holds a meeting of the Physician-Focused Payment Model
Technical Advisory Committee for deliberation and voting on proposals for physician-focused
payment models submitted by individuals and stakeholder entities, including on developing and
implementing performance measures for Population-Based Total Cost of Care (PB-TCOC)
models. Details.


https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/interoperability-standards-workgroup-39
https://www.samhsa.gov/meetings/ismicc-full-committee-meeting-march-2024
https://www.uspto.gov/about-us/events/public-symposium-ai-and-ip
https://www.allhealthpolicy.org/events/navigating-complex-systems-policy-opportunities-for-dually-eligible-individuals
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00333549231213162
https://journals.sagepub.com/doi/10.1177/00333549231213162
https://cdc.zoomgov.com/webinar/register/WN_uyIB37ISSr2mexL8MDtfEw#/registration
https://preview.mailerlite.com/v8o9n0g7y5
https://www.usnews.com/news/live-events/webinar-solving-the-crisis-of-critical-drug-shortages
https://aspe.hhs.gov/collaborations-committees-advisory-groups/ptac/ptac-meetings
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Mar. 27-Mar. 28 — HHS Meeting: HIV/AIDS Treatment — HHS holds a meeting of the
Presidential Advisory Council on HIV/AIDS to provide advice, information, and recommendations
to the Secretary regarding programs and policies intended to promote effective HIV diagnosis,
treatment, prevention, and quality care services. Topics for discussion include ending the HIV
epidemic in Texas, addressing the needs of Black & Brown cisgender women, and addressing
the needs of new immigrants particularly in the LatinX community. Details.

Impact Roundup of January Behavioral Health Actions — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Impact Chart of Key Provisions of Legislative Proposals on Health Care Price Transparency
Requirements — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Regulatory Outlook: Fall 2023 Unified Agenda — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Impact Mental Health Legislative Update — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Artificial Intelligence Policy Round Up — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Thurs. (3/21)

The House W&M Committee convened a hearing with HHS Secretary Xavier Becerra to examine
President Biden's FY 2025 budget for HHS. Details.

The House E&C Health Subcommittee convened a hearing to examine diagnostic test regulation
and the FDA proposed rule to make explicit that lab developed tests (LDTs) are medical devices.
Details.

The House Oversight and Accountability Coronavirus Pandemic Subcommittee convened
its second session of a two-part hearing series to evaluate the effectiveness of vaccine safety
reporting and injury compensation systems post-COVID-19 vaccine rollout. Details.

The House Appropriations Ag-Rural Development-FDA Subcommittee held a hearing with
USDA Secretary Vilsack to discuss the President Biden's FY 2025 budget. Details.

Weds. (3/20)

The House E&C Committee convened a markup of 28 bills covering a range of topics including
energy, climate, grid security, environment, manufacturing, critical materials, health, and
communications technology. Details.

The House Appropriations Labor-HHS-Education Subcommittee convened a hearing with HHS
Secretary Xavier Becerra to examine President Biden’s FY 2025 budget for HHS. Details.


https://www.hiv.gov/federal-response/pacha/about-pacha
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/january-behavioral-health-highlights/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/key-provisions-of-legislative-proposals-on-health-care-price-transparency-requirements-for-providers-plans-and-issuers/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/regulatory-outlook-fall-2023-unified-agenda/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/mental-health-legislative-update/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/artificial-intelligence-policy-roundup-september-28-2023/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/hearing-with-health-and-human-services-secretary-becerra/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/secretary-becerra-discusses-fy-2025-hhs-budget-womens-health-cybersecurity-long-term-care-and-prescription-drug-prices/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/chairs-rodgers-and-guthrie-announce-health-subcommittee-hearing-on-regulation-of-diagnostic-tests
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2023-21662.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_source=federalregister.gov&utm_medium=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-e-bipartisan-support-remains-for-valid-act/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/assessing-americas-vaccine-safety-systems-part-2/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-oversight-and-accountability-select-subcommittee-on-the-coronavirus-pandemic-hold-part-two-of-vaccine-safety-systems-hearing/
https://appropriations.house.gov/legislation/hearings/fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-agriculture?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-83dMFh2ypf-twX1t7xx6tsL3aMTW2WDMSdUYhviVnocCrBTtwgdiFKV62LplYmyIRkske6
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/representatives-question-secretary-vilsack-on-the-fy-2025-usda-budget-request/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VV-2DY9F92RRMfW7-5FfBkj2M8KJlVJvnzy5bWzczN5n2LRv3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3lQW8v7y834DFqQZW5gNktv1d2hRHW6f0pCD3JjfqqN1qw6KWPTsq0W67BfsK2-5FRSfjN3h6Rgc3hhqNW6SJxzj2F-2DlbXW29RHBV5YXzF8W25j-5FY-5F8ybhXpW3c0dM02HTKHrVn-5Fwdy7KQHmZW8mKgp87TRf2PW8-5FZ-2D9-5F7czqWQW7D1zYj76GZyZW2-2Dgyty1XZ4N4W9f6Ngn4XZKxxW5nrS8j8jvfHPVF7nrH5Z799dW6K7YXT2YbNbhN1sTVKYW5N-2DVW8MvgNc2-2Dds-2DRW7vz1pM91QTklW16q6hv3PzZB1W54NqQ38j-5F32zW257Tbt1y3J0WW1VRbGh5YJfn2W3Pm6LG4N3KLgW4d3qHK10swzsf5G8yr204&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=-D3a9gq44yXD9vzrOikuSinJJ0NM3XcRIHyhJ1VdtTofeaMDczi2RxdvaMsDWpgo&s=mfRJEtkIuKpJmn0m9pCIYU37qQjv_W4tdi8mxyYm9Bc&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-advances-bills-to-strengthen-public-health-infrastructure-enhance-patient-care-and-support-health-care-workforce-seeks-to-reauthorize-alzheimers-support-cancer-screening-and-stil/
https://appropriations.house.gov/legislation/hearings/fiscal-year-2025-budget-request-department-health-and-human-services
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-appropriations-labor-health-and-human-services-and-education-subcommittee-discuss-presidents-fy-2025-budget-proposal/
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Thurs. (3/21)

The HHS OCCHE held a presentation to discuss the Office’s Catalytic Program on Utilizing the
Inflation Reduction Act. Details.

Weds. (3/20)

HRSA announced the opportunity to apply for base and matching funds under the Maternal,
Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program. Applications are due May 29.
Details.

HRSA announced the availability of funding under the Maternal and Child Health Services Block
Grant program. Applications are due June 15. Details.

Tues. (3/19)

CMMI announced (model website) a new voluntary model to test how prospective payments and

increased funding for primary care in accountable care organizations (ACOs) impact health

outcomes, quality, and costs of care. Applications are due June 17. Details.

Mon. (3/18)

President Biden issued an executive order entitled “Advancing Women’s Health Research and
Innovation” aimed at transforming women’s health research across the life span at the NIH.
Details.

March 25: The USPSTF is requesting comment on a draft recommendation statement and draft

evidence review on screening and supplementation for iron deficiency during pregnancy. Details.
March 28: The NIH, through the Office of AIDS Research, issued an RFl to solicit input for the
development of the FY 2026-2030 NIH Strategic Plan for HIV and HIV-Related Research. Details.
April 1: The Senate 340B Bipartisan Working Group released a discussion draft for the SUSTAIN
340B Act. Details.

April 2: HRSA announced a notice of funding opportunity under the State Maternal Health

Innovation program. Details.

April 12: SAMHSA announced $9,995,000 for the Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to
Treatment (SBIRT) grant program. Details.

April 15: CMS released a proposed rule to strengthen oversight of accrediting organizations
(AOs) by addressing conflicts of interest, establishing consistent standards, and updating the
validation and performance systems. Details.

April 15: SAMHSA announced $5,400,000 for states and territories under the Provider’s Clinical
Support System grant program. Details.


https://www.hhs.gov/climate-change-health-equity-environmental-justice/climate-change-health-equity/health-sector-resource-hub/new-catalytic-program-utilizing-ira/index.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DP3zeDLFQUldLMuPO5lBE_W8QyJMTVtbSPKGLzwlsAF1Ci7-2iHIN7nMorLfMPtOId8JG
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/administration-officials-describe-epa-community-change-grants-and-usda-rural-energy-grants/
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e April 15: The FTC and HHS issued an RFI regarding market concentration among large health
care group purchasing organizations (GPOs) and drug wholesalers. Details.
e April 19: The DOJ issued an advance notice of proposed rulemaking in response to the Executive

Order of February 28, 2024, titled “Preventing Access to Americans’ Bulk Sensitive Personal Data
and United States Government-Related Data by Countries of Concern.” Details.
e April 29: CMSiissued final part one guidance on a select set of topics for the Medicare Prescription

Payment Plan and an ICR for model materials. Details.
e May 1: CMMI released the manufacturer request for applications (RFA) for the Cell and Gene

Therapy Access Model. Applications are due May 1. Details.
e May 6: The FTC, DOJ, and HHS jointly issued arequest for information (RFI)to inform the

agencies’ identification of enforcement priorities and future actions, including new regulations,

aimed at promoting competition in health care markets and ensuring appropriate access to quality,
affordable health care items and services. Details.

e May 29: HRSA announced the opportunity to apply for base and matching funds under the
Maternal, Infant, and Early Childhood Home Visiting (MIECHV) Program. Details.

e June 15: HRSA announced the availability of funding under the Maternal and Child Health
Services Block Grant program. Details.

e June 17: CMMI announced (model website) a new voluntary model to test how prospective

payments and increased funding for primary care in accountable care organizations (ACOs) impact

health outcomes, quality, and costs of care. Details.
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