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Impact Health Policy Weekly

This week promises to be a busy one in Washington! Almost halfway into the fiscal year (FY), this week
the House and Senate are poised to finally pass six of the 12 FY 2024 appropriations bills as well as a
long-awaited healthcare package. Text was released on the Agriculture, Energy and Water, MilCon-VA,
Transportation-HUD, Commerce-Justice-Science, and Interior spending bills at levels consistent with
the bipartisan budget agreement (Senate and House press releases). The House is expected to vote on
the package on Wednesday followed by the Senate prior to the expiration of the first continuing
resolution (CR) on Friday, March 8. The remaining six bills, including the largest two bills that fund HHS
and the Department of Defense, are on a Continuing Resolution until March 22. The Committee,
however, has indicated that text for the second package should be released “soon” and votes should
occur well before the 22", Bipartisan support will be needed for both packages to pass.

Also included in this week’s budget bill is a healthcare package that, while smaller than many hoped for,
includes funding increases and authorization extensions for several key healthcare programs as well as
funding to restore recent cuts to Medicare payments for physicians (details). Lawmakers agreed to a
10% increase in funding for the Community Health Centers program, a 17% increase for the National
Health Service Corps, a 56% increase for the Teaching Health Center Graduate Medical Education
Program and increases for the Special Diabetes Program and the Special Diabetes Program for Indians.
All of these programs will be extended until December 31, 2024. The agreement further restores
1.68% of the 3.4% cut to the Medicare physician fee reimbursement that went into effect on January 1
and includes a 1.88% increase to Advanced Payment Model (APM) bonuses. Finally, the package
eliminates scheduled cuts to disproportionate share hospitals (DSH) through the end of the year,
secures permanent Medicaid coverage for medication-assisted treatment for those struggling with
substance use disorders, and provides Medicaid protections for incarcerated individuals. The package
does not include any of the site neutral or price transparency requirements for hospitals, insurers, and
pharmacy benefit managers that were included in the House passed Lower Costs, More Transparency
(LCMT) Act (H.R. 5378),

State of the Union: On Thursday, President Biden will speak to a joint session of Congress at the annual
State of the Union speech. Among the health care issues expected to be highlighted include the
Administration’s efforts on lowering the cost of prescription drugs, the ACA, cancer research, and others.
Alabama Senator Katie Britt is going to give the Republican response following the President’s address.

2024 Election: On Tuesday, 16 states will vote in their primary elections allocating approximately one-
third of all delegates to the presidential nominating conventions. President Joe Biden and former
President Donald Trump are expected to easily win all 16 contests. This could be the end of the road
for former South Carolina Governor Nikki Haley’s bid for the Republican nomination.

Hearings and Markups



https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/news/majority/murray-top-appropriators-release-minibus
https://appropriations.house.gov/news/press-releases/appropriations-committees-release-first-fy24-package
https://view.officeapps.live.com/op/view.aspx?src=https%3A%2F%2Ffiles.constantcontact.com%2F1d652835401%2F574a0f08-c7bc-46a6-ab9c-6855692f1c17.docx%3Frdr%3Dtrue&wdOrigin=BROWSELINK
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/lower-costs-more-transparency-act-passes-by-vote-of-320-71-features-pbm-transparency-and-site-neutral-provisions/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/lower-costs-more-transparency-act-passes-by-vote-of-320-71-features-pbm-transparency-and-site-neutral-provisions/
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Senate Homeland Security Committee: On Wednesday the Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs will hold a markup to consider several cybersecurity bills, including a bill to
improve the President's Cup Cybersecurity Competitions, and one to prohibit contracting with certain
biotechnology providers connected to foreign adversaries.

Senate Budget Committee: On Wednesday the Senate Budget Committee will hold a hearing “Primary
Care’s Role in Health Care Efficiency “ to examine how primary care improves health care efficiency.

Select Committee on the Coronavirus Pandemic: Also on Wednesday, the House Oversight and
Accountability Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic will hold a hearing titled “Examining
the White House’s Role in Pandemic Preparedness and Response.” Maj. Gen. Paul Friedrichs, Director of
the Office of Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy at the White House will be testifying.

Regulatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is reviewing the following rules:

Medicare
e Alternative Payment Models — The proposed rule would implement a new Medicare payment
model titled, Increasing Organ Transplant Access (IOTA) Model (was set for December 2023).
e Payment Update — The proposed rules would make policy payment updates for acute care

hospitals inpatient and long-term care hospitals, hospice, inpatient psychiatric facilities (April
2024).

e Nursing Homes — The final rule would establish minimum staffing standards for long-term care
facilities and establish Medicaid institutional payment transparency reporting requirements
(September 2026).

Medicaid

e Disproportionate Share Hospital Program — The final rule would implement requirements
under section 203 of the Consolidated Appropriations Act, 2021 (CAA), which relate to
Medicaid shortfall and third-party payments (February 2024).

¢ Eligibility and Enrollment — The final rule would implement changes to align enrollment and
renewal requirements for most individuals in Medicaid and promote maintenance of coverage
(February 2024).

e Access to Care - A pair of final rule intended to access to care and quality outcomes for Medicaid

and CHIP beneficiaries enrolled in managed care delivery systems and fee-for-service Medicaid
(April 2024).

Commercial Insurance


https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-18/
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/how-primary-care-improves-health-care-efficiency
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-the-white-houses-role-in-pandemicpreparedness-and-response/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU51
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV34
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV34
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV29
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV32
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV25
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV00
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU00
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU99
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU68
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ACA Marketplace - The final rule would make changes to regulations governing Affordable
Care Act (ACA) Marketplace plans, insurance standards, and the risk adjustment program for
plan year 2025 (not specified but likely April 2024).

Short-Term Plans - The final rule would modify definitions to ensure short-term, limited
duration insurance and fixed indemnity benefits coverage do not undermine consumer
protections and requirements under the Affordable Care Act (April 2024).

Other Topics:

Healthcare System Resiliency and Modernization — The proposed rule would revise and
update national emergency preparedness requirements for Medicare- and Medicaid-
participating providers and suppliers (was set for December 2023).

Reproductive Health Care Privacy — The final rule would modify the HIPAA Privacy Rule to
support reproductive health care privacy (March 20240.

Health IT — The proposed rule would advance interoperability through proposals for: standards
adoption; public health IT certification; expanded uses of certified application programming
interfaces (APIs), such as for electronic prior authorization, patient engagement, care
management, and care coordination; and information sharing under the information blocking
regulations (was set for November 2023).

Mon. (3/4)

1:00pm - BPC Discussion: Child Care Workforce — The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) holds a
discussion on state-led policies that pave the way for successful compensation interventions to
support a competent and stable child care workforce. Details.

Tue. (3/5)

9:00am — FDA Meeting: 2024/2025 Influenza Vaccines — The Food and Drug Administration
(FDA) holds a meeting of the Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory Committee to
discuss and make recommendations on the selection of strains to be included in the influenza
virus vaccines for the 2024 to 2025 influenza season. Details.

10:00am — SAMHSA Meeting: Drug Testing Panels — The Substance Abuse and Mental Health
Services Administration (SAMHSA) holds a meeting of the Center for Substance Abuse
Prevention's Drug Testing Advisory Board to hear presentations regarding proposed changes to
the analyte table including fentanyl prevalence, fentanyl immunoassay updates, cost and
benefits analysis and a summary of public comments received regarding the proposed changes
to the HHS Drug Testing Panels. Details.

10:00am - NIST Meeting: Al Safety — The National Institute of Standards and Technology
(NIST) holds a meeting of the National Artificial Intelligence Advisory Committee (NAIAC) to
examine the concept of "Al safety" through the testimony of a group of experts. Details.
10:00am - HITAC Meeting: Interoperability Standards — The Health Information Technology
Advisory Committee (HITAC) holds a meeting of the Interoperability Standards Workgroup to
discuss program updates. Details.


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AV22
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU67
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=343763
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0945-AA20
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0955-AA06
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/what-will-it-take-to-build-a-competent-stable-child-care-workforce/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Wf0aE32DPKc
https://snacregister.samhsa.gov/
https://www.nist.gov/itl/national-artificial-intelligence-advisory-committee-naiac
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/interoperability-standards-workgroup-38

1301 K Street NW, Suite 300W

impaCt Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 309-0796

12:00pm - ITIF Discussion: Biopharmaceutical Innovation — The Information Technology and
Innovation Foundation (ITIF) holds an expert briefing on a new report examining why the United
States lost its lead in other advanced technology industries, and how policymakers can ensure
continued innovation the biopharmaceutical sector. Details.

Wed. (3/6)

8:30am - The Hill Discussion: PBM Reform — The Hill holds a discussion on addressing
bipartisan concerns regarding Pharmacy Benefit Manager (PBM) reform, exploring strategies to
increase PBM accountability, and discussing the role of transparent PBMs in driving change and
reduce costs. Reps. James Comer (R-KY) and Kake Auchincloss (D-MA) will be participating.
Details.

9:30am — Markup: Cybersecurity — The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental Affairs
holds a markup to consider several cybersecurity bills, including a bill to improve the President's
Cup Cybersecurity Competitions, and one to prohibit contracting with certain biotechnology
providers connected to foreign adversaries. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Primary Care’s Role in Health Care Efficiency — The Senate Budget
Committee holds a hearing to examine how primary care improves health care efficiency.
Details.

10:00am - Hearing: White House’s Role in Pandemic Preparedness — The House Oversight
and Accountability Select Subcommittee on the Coronavirus Pandemic holds a hearing titled
“Examining the White House’s Role in Pandemic Preparedness and Response.” Maj. Gen. Paul
Friedrichs, Director of the Office of Pandemic Preparedness and Response Policy at the White
House will be testifying. Details.

Thurs. (3/7)

10:00am - HITAC Meeting: Health IT Advisory Committee — HITAC holds a meeting to discuss
program updates, including recommendations to the National Coordinator on the topics of
interoperability, privacy and security, patient access, and use of technologies that support public
health. Details.

11:00am - Hearing: Older Americans Act — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee holds a hearing to examine the Older Americans Act, focusing on supporting efforts
to meet the needs of seniors. Details.

12:00pm — HHS Meeting: Catalytic Program on Utilizing the IRA — The Department of Health
and Human Services (HHS) holds a meeting as part of a “catalytic program” to support health
care providers and safety net organizations in taking advantage of the tax credits, grants and
other supports made available by the Inflation Reduction Act (IRA). This session will focus on
other IRA opportunities, including energy efficient buildings and clean vehicles tax credits.
Details.

2:00pm — AHRQ Meeting: Health Data Software Development — The Agency for Healthcare
Research and Quality (AHRQ) holds a meeting to discuss implementation of the Common
Formats for patient safety data collection with software developers and other interested parties.
Details.


https://itif.org/events/2024/03/05/preserving-us-leadership-in-biopharmaceutical-innovation/
https://thehill.com/events/4485333-prescribing-pbm-reform/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-18/
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/how-primary-care-improves-health-care-efficiency
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-the-white-houses-role-in-pandemicpreparedness-and-response/
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/health-it-advisory-committee-66
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/the-older-americans-act-supporting-efforts-to-meet-the-needs-of-seniors
https://www.hhs.gov/climate-change-health-equity-environmental-justice/climate-change-health-equity/health-sector-resource-hub/new-catalytic-program-utilizing-ira/index.html
https://www.ahrq.gov/news/common-formats-meeting.html
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9:00pm — State of the Union — President Joe Biden delivers the State of the Union address to a
joint session of Congress. Details.

Meeting: MACPAC - The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC)
holds a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment and policy issues. Details.
Meeting: MedPAC - The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) meets to discuss
Medicare issues and policy questions. Details.

Fri. (3/8)

1:00pm - BPC Discussion: Hispanic Parents Child Care Preferences — BPC holds a discussion
on surveys it conducted of employed Hispanic parents with children under five to better
understand their child care arrangements, values, and the factors they consider related to child
care. Details.

Meeting: MACPAC - The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC)
holds a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment and policy issues. Details.
Meeting: MedPAC — The Medicare Payment Advisory Commission (MedPAC) meets to discuss
Medicare issues and policy questions. Details.

Additional Multi-Day Events

Mar. 4-Mar. 4 - HRSA Meeting: Team-Based Care/Graduate Medical Education Data — The
Health Resources and Services Administration (HRSA) holds a meeting of the Council on
Graduate Medical Education (COGME) for discussions on team-based care and graduate medical
education data. Details.

Mar. 7-Mar. 8 - HRSA Meeting: Childhood Vaccines — HRSA holds a meeting of the Advisory
Commission on Childhood Vaccines (ACCV) to discuss updates from the Department of Justice
(DOJ), the Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy, and an overview of the Vaccine
Adverse Event Reporting System (VAERS), among others. Details.

Impact Roundup of January Behavioral Health Actions — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Impact Chart of Key Provisions of Legislative Proposals on Health Care Price Transparency
Requirements — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Regulatory Outlook: Fall 2023 Unified Agenda — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Impact Mental Health Legislative Update — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Artificial Intelligence Policy Round Up — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Fri. (3/1)

The Senate Committee on Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry held a hearing on oversight of
the Department of Agriculture (USDA) with USDA Secretary Tom Vilsack


https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/blog/2024/02/28/how-to-watch-president-bidens-2024-state-of-the-union-address/
https://www.macpac.gov/public_meeting/march-2024-public-meeting/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-7-8-2024/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/closing-the-gap-survey-analysis-of-employed-hispanic-parents/
https://www.macpac.gov/public_meeting/march-2024-public-meeting/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-7-8-2024/
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/graduate-medical-edu/meetings
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/vaccines/meetings
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/january-behavioral-health-highlights/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/key-provisions-of-legislative-proposals-on-health-care-price-transparency-requirements-for-providers-plans-and-issuers/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/regulatory-outlook-fall-2023-unified-agenda/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/mental-health-legislative-update/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/artificial-intelligence-policy-roundup-september-28-2023/
https://www.agriculture.senate.gov/hearings/oversight-of-the-us-department-of-agriculture-02-28-2024?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81yQ_70lSL4crlAnu3wfEy59e12OZmdzkIk9NyacL1rVMeLWJqRVrl3O00wwgFTXHIwQ55
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Thurs. (2/29)

The House E&C Health Subcommittee convened a legislative hearing to examine 18 bills aimed

at improving patient access to treatments for rare diseases (hearing memo). Details.

Thurs. (2/29)

CMS issued final part one guidance on a select set of topics for the Medicare Prescription Payment
Plan and an ICR for model materials. Comments on the model materials are due April 29. Details.
The USPSTF is requesting comment on a draft recommendation statement and draft evidence

review on screening and supplementation for iron deficiency during pregnancy. Comments are
due March 25. Details.
The USDA convened its inaugural National Equity Summit to announce and publish the USDA

Equity Commission’s final report. Details.

HHS OCR issues two reports on HIPPA compliance and enforcement (here and here). Details.

HHS OIG recently published the final report of a comprehensive three-part series examining the
repercussions of the COVID-19 pandemic on nursing homes. Details.

The GAO has released the first report examining potential duplication of biomedical research
efforts within HHS. Details.

Weds. (2/28)

President Biden issued an Executive Order aimed at safeguarding Americans’ sensitive personal
data from exploitation by countries of concern. Details.

HHS announced new initiatives from the ACL’s Direct Care Workforce (DCW) Strategies Center.
Details.

The Biden-Harris Administration announced a $100 million investment in research and

development for women’s health through the Advanced Research Projects Agency for Health
(ARPA-H). Details.

AHRQ EHC Program has an opportunity to support the development of a review entitled,
“Evidence Map on Home and Community-Based Services.” Comments are due March 22. Details.

The GAO released a report examining opportunities for the Head Start Program to modify its
resource allocation to better meet community needs as reflected by a community’s child poverty
rate. Details.

Tues. (2/27)

NIST released version 2.0 of its Cybersecurity Framework (CSF), marking a significant update
since its inception in 2014. Details.


https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-legislative-proposals-to-support-patients-with-rare-diseases
https://d1dth6e84htgma.cloudfront.net/02_29_2024_HE_Hearing_Public_Memo_1_ee169c9a72.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-energy-commerce-subcommittee-on-health-discuss-legislative-proposals-to-support-patients-with-rare-diseases/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-prescription-payment-plan-final-part-one-guidance.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87lmhEjMIz8acMaaN0Aswa9BnQ7x-5SdKDI4_sUGfBLsbx0vxkyw6iKNGmQ52j_R963W5g
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/regulations-guidance/legislation/paperwork-reduction-act-1995/pra-listing/cms-10882?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87lmhEjMIz8acMaaN0Aswa9BnQ7x-5SdKDI4_sUGfBLsbx0vxkyw6iKNGmQ52j_R963W5g
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-final-part-one-guidance-for-medicare-prescription-payment-plan-establishes-600-pos-threshold/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWLJDs2Vz2PGW16BgV84l35HxW5d86-5Fw5b5KsYN44-5FDc05kBVqW8wM7ks6lZ3lxN82N32-5FjXfBrW5s2BBY2f45DrN2WZY3Hxy353W523X8t13qhlhVLLlbC3Kdy7KW7ZxLxg3zhQ-5FcVJBRX31q0SbyW23Lzt11M0G-2DFVGdh4K82nC2zN4GnxbRK8JPGW6X3Lpx35-2DVPYN60jq10t10wnW162d4W8XTGGdW5FHK6f7BmmF2W6HZPQF4zD4WLW63wFWq8fw1WBN8ZFMC4VpPtYW4vYNB811jgSZW7XQfv91vF-5FLpN6Jy3MX-5Fr3d2VFhrdG1NmJDLW1tFMX55vqkrbW9kTjsX2Th6yyW7gczvV8lt4xpW7ymtlz30tcdqW7X11DQ4RR2zNN3jHVsKK9tTtVc5fP-5F1KVnw6W7fYxqD8R-5FJ8NVr3Cnc3Wd3jtW2-2DF5X82CBZhmW6bD5x91bqv7SW6j6ZVj35YBDQW2k-2DnqV6VrxVBW5yP0GM6LvyN2W36r1ZT1zwTmsN7Hhn4RqHy7bW3Yjsyl7dwhf4W7whKVp6rFmL-5FW12NQ3d3ww-5F-2DWW7Jj8CH4lwwFTW91fDCm7-2DkTp-5FW3Hxs0P585KYQW8lzb5y4rfYzGf36sBmF04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=wCHX1Daxkl61QBzJ6f6V9byjBipP3jcx4uWXQXb_rEi4Z2YG9Qu6AXAkb8Ub--GN&s=jtcbRZGVDxHVmkKpTAIqkZgoWPvQPwVUp1U6WNEv-Rs&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-invites-comments-on-draft-recommendation-on-screening-and-supplementation-for-iron-deficiency-during-pregnancy-and-on-draft-research-plan-for-interventions-for-tobacco-use-in-children-and-adole/
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-equity-commission-final-report.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-__bNlIOtwRhNILDZ7VMu6MuuhFfdzLES-pRmsug-ewIKcYwScaYYelYuMvVpaM9Nuocnb2
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/usda-equity-commission-releases-final-report-with-recommendations/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VX6Wcv6dlshhN4p-5FSK2kq8bQW1FPBGm5b5s-2D7N8yKgDW3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3pxV8PWqT30X5zMW1pSwk05N5VgRW8g9fVP17jsblW5mjsG728zVWSW1lVSsG7rbw-5F6W6vqgV53SChStW98xLsv7RST7DW5QHfMs7Y0y6-2DW2-5FtLWD8Z-5F-2D92W6YSrrS7yySm4W68f8j67N-2DvdwW1y6M7H6dlmbrW3XDhRX3Qxn9NW1Y9dYX28dpFZVz-2DW5Y4k6pZtW2J6bK-2D2TtZwjW8QlPXx4QtRgnW2b6k9c12vS9ZW2wndQG7qG4WrW2l3b2-2D6XRbqNW2hW2yF7-2DWfLnW1vTQsN3CVPKRW5VKjLl8VGBRwVwgY8b3Lr902W7kKThs8bZclPW3k0WpB7wDhrXW3LNgw887kwd6W7gzkks6fdrxHF4wYhjq2ZgnW2K22994wX6FNf8wBqCj04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=4ljqo09fL1QMwqD0djV77MeODQ9jyVWKmzwqpRuvUatFd_-7FId4_X7xtwcQTdRX&s=2jzwUD3P1sp76ugiCsy07g882J1803bxo0D13a3AWoM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VX6Wcv6dlshhN4p-5FSK2kq8bQW1FPBGm5b5s-2D7N8yKgDC3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3lXW7dhn-5Fr6-2DPrF-5FW8P5Zkd8bRndqW5S3dmv1Xk1-5FfW3svxZB2g1L-2DtW4SVQPL5yX2CzW8Gx2Jk1DyLsTW9dvrMq1fV33FW3ctb1-5F8Y32HHN3N-5FKzynr43fW78p5PC553pkhW7vkM4Y3RWXZmVYCgqH8zTKbDW3CnZqv1kvpswN60VbRL9NtwWVqXg876hpDwTW4245Lr5-5FVf6WVsHX1N2fZlH8N4P3qpyXRfw7N39d878VlD-2DkW1hJxgL96k36BW6MpH978slBBqW7H84rL5HdMbFW4bBlvV1ttmHHW5Y89-2Dy7LkzkKW998dkt1j7F2-2DW8Q68tf2q5S10W2NJgy65cL7w1W8hYxnT5vqDZgf4MTldC04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=4ljqo09fL1QMwqD0djV77MeODQ9jyVWKmzwqpRuvUatFd_-7FId4_X7xtwcQTdRX&s=8TXF9Bxyxd8NBWVVSimJOS2DFhHzxxO5NtwEl-QFLwE&e=
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The Aspen Health Strategy Group released a new report examining the pressing need to reduce
firearm injury and offering strategies for the health sector to mitigate its impact. Details.

March 4: AHRQ issued an RFI| regarding the usability, feasibility, and likely uptake of a measure
of severe maternal morbidity (SMM). Details.
March 6: CMMI announced the State Advancing AHEAD Model to address unsustainable health

care cost growth, poor population health, and disparities in health outcomes. Details.

March 15: The USPSTF issued a request for nominations to serve as members of the Task Force.
Details.
March 15: The House Ed and Workforce Committee issued a request for information (RFI) to

inform legislative reforms to employer-sponsored health care. Details.
March 16: CMS issued draft part two guidance on select topics of the Medicare Prescription

Payment Plan. Details.

March 22: AHRQ EHC Program has an opportunity to support the development of a review
entitled, “Evidence Map on Home and Community-Based Services”. Details.

March 22: HRSA announced $8,750,000 for the Behavioral Health Integration (BHI) Evidence
Based Telehealth Network Program (EB-TNP) grant program. Details.

March 25: The USPSTF is requesting comment on a draft recommendation statement and draft
evidence review on screening and supplementation for iron deficiency during pregnancy. Details.
March 28: The NIH, through the Office of AIDS Research, issued an RFI to solicit input for the
development of the FY 2026-2030 NIH Strategic Plan for HIV and HIV-Related Research. Details.
April 1: The Senate 340B Bipartisan Working Group released a discussion draft for the SUSTAIN
340B Act. Details.

April 2: HRSA announced a notice of funding opportunity under the State Maternal Health

Innovation program. Details.

April 12: SAMHSA announced $9,995,000 for the Screening, Brief Intervention, and Referral to
Treatment (SBIRT) grant program. Details.

April 15: CMS released a proposed rule to strengthen oversight of accrediting organizations
(AOs) by addressing conflicts of interest, establishing consistent standards, and updating the
validation and performance systems. Details.

April 15: SAMHSA announced $5,400,000 for states and territories under the Provider’s Clinical
Support System grant program. Details.

April 15: The FTC and HHS issued an RF| regarding market concentration among large health
care group purchasing organizations (GPOs) and drug wholesalers. Details.
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https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ehc-program-requesting-public-comment-on-evidence-map-on-home-and-community-based-services/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/349061?utm_campaign=OATannouncements20240221&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=295273607&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_XOHnKJzZtX-QW6R-RAKUkIrYYHEqHj6tvrTHj9ZKxiXBMTXVP6a_9_jiGWk__UjdBd5lfj4igV6_Q5ktXMgPhAbE4Oloarvxj3luyJAU-GsTxc0E&utm_content=295273607&utm_source=hs_email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hhs-releases-multiple-notice-of-funding-opportunity-announcements-for-behavioral-health-initiatives/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWLJDs2Vz2PGW16BgV84l35HxW5d86-5Fw5b5KsYN44-5FDc05kBVqW8wM7ks6lZ3lxN82N32-5FjXfBrW5s2BBY2f45DrN2WZY3Hxy353W523X8t13qhlhVLLlbC3Kdy7KW7ZxLxg3zhQ-5FcVJBRX31q0SbyW23Lzt11M0G-2DFVGdh4K82nC2zN4GnxbRK8JPGW6X3Lpx35-2DVPYN60jq10t10wnW162d4W8XTGGdW5FHK6f7BmmF2W6HZPQF4zD4WLW63wFWq8fw1WBN8ZFMC4VpPtYW4vYNB811jgSZW7XQfv91vF-5FLpN6Jy3MX-5Fr3d2VFhrdG1NmJDLW1tFMX55vqkrbW9kTjsX2Th6yyW7gczvV8lt4xpW7ymtlz30tcdqW7X11DQ4RR2zNN3jHVsKK9tTtVc5fP-5F1KVnw6W7fYxqD8R-5FJ8NVr3Cnc3Wd3jtW2-2DF5X82CBZhmW6bD5x91bqv7SW6j6ZVj35YBDQW2k-2DnqV6VrxVBW5yP0GM6LvyN2W36r1ZT1zwTmsN7Hhn4RqHy7bW3Yjsyl7dwhf4W7whKVp6rFmL-5FW12NQ3d3ww-5F-2DWW7Jj8CH4lwwFTW91fDCm7-2DkTp-5FW3Hxs0P585KYQW8lzb5y4rfYzGf36sBmF04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=wCHX1Daxkl61QBzJ6f6V9byjBipP3jcx4uWXQXb_rEi4Z2YG9Qu6AXAkb8Ub--GN&s=jtcbRZGVDxHVmkKpTAIqkZgoWPvQPwVUp1U6WNEv-Rs&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-invites-comments-on-draft-recommendation-on-screening-and-supplementation-for-iron-deficiency-during-pregnancy-and-on-draft-research-plan-for-interventions-for-tobacco-use-in-children-and-adole/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-03122.pdf?utm_campaign=pi%20subscription%20mailing%20list&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--bmnyoyty0z__ECQMuthO5HBy85uZVCcXKcSv4HyUlorAv6OthUzwNIIR0sw8ye1QajZe3
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-rfi-to-inform-development-of-the-fy-2026-2030-nih-strategic-plan-for-hiv-and-hiv-related-research-comments-due-march-28/
https://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2024/2/thune-senate-340b-bipartisan-working-group-release-legislative-discussion-draft
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-340b-bipartisan-working-group-seeks-feedback-on-discussion-draft-by-april-1/
https://www.hrsa.gov/grants/find-funding/HRSA-24-047
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-announces-maternal-health-grant-opportunity-applications-due-april-2/
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/ti-24-010?utm_term=0_-6c509a8042-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&utm_campaign=6c509a8042-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_02_12_06_11&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=295273607&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-91_AjWJlv9cg7J2Ds5LmBi8R07lN2MR-_eqJjjGKQVlZW54ZwPrGe3zLDczBpZTtqJceOnh9cVltsF_IgZWC1HADszKxHEkHfqM7tUb6lvO9zX9UA&utm_content=295273607&utm_source=hs_email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hhs-releases-multiple-notice-of-funding-opportunity-announcements-for-behavioral-health-initiatives/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-02137.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_-Puibvtv-vy7pnd7EuV9AgWVfvNe89IrKz7XbP23SxYm539OKnYMhEO8VZR1-GaCuNklc
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-proposes-to-hold-accrediting-organizations-to-the-same-standards-as-medicare-and-increase-oversight/
https://www.samhsa.gov/grants/grant-announcements/ti-24-001?utm_term=0_-fc0dd2d391-%5BLIST_EMAIL_ID%5D&utm_campaign=fc0dd2d391-EMAIL_CAMPAIGN_2024_02_15_08_41&utm_medium=email&_hsmi=295273607&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_UvPhu4k2LSIpRTpEqBBpo7nPNfUHIkx4AcOcpMhjffOlCDUjuO0U_KU7nAXop07bsIqavE1Sr-9H6FbW0YgJPq7q6m7D9FOuCLwSpNCX7vXf4bJA&utm_content=295273607&utm_source=hs_email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hhs-releases-multiple-notice-of-funding-opportunity-announcements-for-behavioral-health-initiatives/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2024/02/ftc-hhs-seek-public-comment-generic-drug-shortages-competition-amongst-powerful-middlemen?utm_source=govdelivery
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ftc-and-hhs-issue-joint-rfi-to-understand-how-gpos-and-drug-wholesalers-may-be-contributing-to-generic-drug-shortages-comments-due-april-15/
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e April 29: CMSiissued final part one guidance on a select set of topics for the Medicare Prescription

Payment Plan and an ICR for model materials. Details.


https://www.cms.gov/files/document/medicare-prescription-payment-plan-final-part-one-guidance.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87lmhEjMIz8acMaaN0Aswa9BnQ7x-5SdKDI4_sUGfBLsbx0vxkyw6iKNGmQ52j_R963W5g
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/regulations-guidance/legislation/paperwork-reduction-act-1995/pra-listing/cms-10882?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-87lmhEjMIz8acMaaN0Aswa9BnQ7x-5SdKDI4_sUGfBLsbx0vxkyw6iKNGmQ52j_R963W5g
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-final-part-one-guidance-for-medicare-prescription-payment-plan-establishes-600-pos-threshold/

