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The House and Senate are both in recess in order to focus on campaigning for the upcoming election,
leaving a very quiet Capitol Hill. There are just three more weeks left until the November 5 election, and
there is still no clear front winner in the race for President. Vice President Harris will sit down with radio
host Charlemagne tha God for a town hall event in Michigan today and has agreed to an interview with
conservative Fox News chief political anchor Bret Baier on Wednesday. Former President Donald Trump
will be interviewed in Chicago and then will head to Atlanta for a Fox News town hall with an all-female
audience. Today’s events follow an interesting town hall yesterday in which he spent 40 minutes swaying
to music as paramedics attended to two medical emergencies in the audience.

The run for control of the House and Senate is equally up in the air as leaders of both parties are travelling
across the country in order to help members in tight elections. As a reminder, our election preview where
we try to make sense of the political uncertainty by comparing the policy positions of each Presidential
candidate on key health and healthcare social issues, forecasting the health policy priorities of the 119
Congress, and identifying potentially new leaders of key Congressional Committees can be found here. If
you have had enough of the traditional election press coverage, may we recommend a fun Washington
Post story on the fast food choices of both parties.

Requlatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is currently reviewing the following rules:

Medicare

e Physician Payment — The final rule would make changes to the Medicare physician fee schedule
for calendar year 2025 (November 2024).

e Outpatient Payment — The final rule would make changes to the Medicare hospital outpatient
prospective payment system for calendar year 2025 (November 2024).

e Home Health — The final rule would make changes to the Medicare home health prospective
payment system for calendar year 2025 (November 2024).

e ESRD - The final rule would make changes to the Medicare End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD)
payment system for calendar year 2025 (November 2024).

e Medicare Advantage — The proposed rule would make policy and technical changes to the
Medicare Advantage, Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit, and Medicare Cost Plan Programs, and
PACE for contract year 2026 (September 2024).

Private Insurance


https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/2024-election-outlook-and-2025-congressional-preview/
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/interactive/2024/campaign-spending-fast-food-mcdonalds/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=wp_main
https://www.washingtonpost.com/business/interactive/2024/campaign-spending-fast-food-mcdonalds/?utm_source=twitter&utm_medium=social&utm_campaign=wp_main
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV33
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV35
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV28
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV27
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV40
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e Preventive Services — The proposed rule is titled, “Enhancing Coverage of Preventive Services
under the Affordable Care Act.” It was not included in the latest Unified Agenda.

Other Topics

e Healthcare System Resiliency and Modernization — The would revise and update
national emergency preparedness requirements for Medicare- and Medicaid-participating
providers and suppliers (was set for December 2023).

e Retail Pharmacy Standards — The would require pharmacies and vendors to modify the
currently adopted National Council for Prescription Drug Programs (NCPDP) standards to the
Telecommunications Standard Implementation Guide Version F6 (F6); Batch Standard
Implementation Guide version 15; and Batch Standard Subrogation Implementation Guide version
10 (was set for February 2024).

e Organ Transplants — The final rule would establish a new mandatory Medicare payment model,
the Increasing Organ Transplant Access Model (IOTA Model), that would test whether
performance-based incentive payments paid to or owed by participating kidney transplant
hospitals increase access to kidney transplants for patients with end-stage renal disease (ESRD)
while preserving or enhancing the quality of care and reducing Medicare expenditures.

Mon. (10/14)
¢ Holiday: Indigenous People’s Day

Tue. (10/15)
e 1:00pm - ASTP Meeting: Federal Health IT Strategic Plan — The Assistant Secretary for

Technology Policy/Office of the National Coordinator for Health Information Technology (ASTP)
holds a meeting to discuss the 2024-2030 Federal Health IT Strategic Plan. Details.

Wed. (10/16)
e 10:00am - FDA Meeting: Rare Disease Innovation Hub — The Food and Drug Administration

(FDA) holds a meeting to discuss the establishment of a Rare Disease Innovation Hub, which will
enhance collaboration and cooperation across the Center for Biologics Evaluation and Research
(CBER) and the Center for Drug Evaluation and Research (CDER), as well as other centers and
offices across FDA, to advance rare disease therapies. Details.

e 1:00pm — U.S. News Discussion: Childhood Concussions — U.S. News and World Report holds
a discussion on promising developments as well as ways to further educate families, caregivers
and the wider community to mitigate the impact of childhood concussions. Details.

e 1:00pm - BPC Discussion: Homelessness — The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) holds a webinar
to discuss local innovations and showcase how federal resources can help communities develop
and implement effective strategies to combat homelessness. Details.

e 2:30pm - Department of Commerce Meeting: Al in Biopharmaceuticals — The International
Trade Administration (ITA) of the Department of Commerce announces a roundtable discussion
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https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=674462
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=343763
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202310&RIN=0938-AU19
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AU51
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/2024-2030-federal-health-it-strategic-plan
https://www.healthit.gov/news/events/2024-2030-federal-health-it-strategic-plan-information-session
https://reaganudall.org/news-and-events/events/advancing-rare-disease-therapies-through-an-fda-rare-disease-innovation-hub
https://www.usnews.com/news/live-events/head-first-taking-on-childhood-concussions
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/learning-from-local-successes-in-addressing-homelessness/
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with industry representatives and U.S. government officials on strategies to increase U.S. industry
competitiveness and support adoption of artificial intelligence (Al) in the U.S. biopharmaceutical
industry and the adoption of Al in drug discovery and development, biopharmaceutical
manufacturing, clinical trial design, and supply chain management. Details.

Thurs. (10/17)

9:30am - HITAC Meeting: Health IT Advisory Committee — The Health Information Technology
Advisory Committee (HITAC) holds a meeting to discuss program updates, including
recommendations to the National Coordinator on the topics of interoperability, privacy and
security, patient access, and use of technologies that support public health. Details.

12:00pm - Urban Institute Discussion: Housing — Urban Institute holds a discussion on
"Sustainable Homeownership and Wealth Preservation for Communities of Color." Panelist will
present new research findings and participate in evidence-based discussions about loss
mitigation, home repair and preservation, and climate risk. Details.

Fri. (10/18)

2:00pm - Brookings Discussion: Local Climate Resilience — The Brookings Institution holds a
discussion on how technological advancements could bolster local climate resilience and
reflecting on the state of climate resilience for disadvantaged communities and the potential
pathways for climate services to enable more equitable, and locally led climate action. Details.

Additional Multi-Day Events

Oct 16-Oct 17 - HRSA Meeting: Infant and Maternal Mortality — The Health Resources and
Services Administration (HRSA) holds a meeting of the Advisory Committee on Infant and
Maternal Mortality (ACIMM) to discuss workgroup topics of rural health care access, social drivers
of health, and women’s health before/between pregnancies; and discussion of possible
recommendations to achieve optimal maternal health and overall birth outcomes for underserved
populations. Details.

Oct 16-Oct 17 — CDC Meeting: Community Preventive Services — The Centers for Disease
Control and Prevention (CDC) holds a meeting of the Community Preventive Services Task Force
(CPSTF) to deliberate on systematic reviews of literature. Topics proposed for the October 2024
meeting include substance use, injury prevention, and social determinants of health. Details.

Oct 17-Oct 18 — Census Bureau Meeting: Planning/Implementation of the 2030 Census — The
Census Bureau at the Department of Commerce holds a meeting of the 2030 Census Advisory
Committee to provide insight, perspectives, and expertise through recommendations on planning
and implementation of the 2030 Census. Details.

*NEW?* Insights for Impact: the 340B Drug Pricing Program- In the Policy Hub Insight Bank
here.
Impact 2024 Election Outlook and 2025 Congressional Preview — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank
here.

Impact Preview of Lame Duck Health Package — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.


https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-19039.pdf
https://www.healthit.gov/hitac/events/health-it-advisory-committee-73
https://www.urban.org/events/sustainable-homeownership-and-wealth-preservation-communities-color
https://www.brookings.edu/events/helping-communities-prepare-for-climate-risks/
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/infant-mortality
https://www.thecommunityguide.org/pages/community-preventive-services-task-force-meeting-october-16-17-2024.html
https://www.census.gov/about/cac/2030cac/meetings/2024-10-meeting.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-the-340b-drug-pricing-program/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/2024-election-outlook-and-2025-congressional-preview/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/preview-of-lame-duck-health-package/
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e Impact Chart of PBM Legislation — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

¢ Impact Regulatory Outlook: Spring 2024 Unified Agenda — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

e  Making Sense of the New Landscape for Health Policy After Recent Supreme Court Decisions
— In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Fri. (10/11)
e MedPAC held day two of its October 2024 public meeting and held sessions on home health. All
Impact Health session summaries are available in Policy Hub here.

Thurs. (10/10)

e MedPAC held day one of its October 2024 public meeting and held sessions on nursing homes,

supplemental benefits, and findings from focus groups. All Impact Health session summaries are
available in Policy Hub here.

Thurs. (10/10)
e CMS announced the 2025 Medicare Advantage (MA) and Part D Star Ratings. Details.
o The FTC has issued a final rule to amend the Premerger Notification Rules under the Hart-Scott-
Rodino Antitrust Improvement Act (HSR Act). Details.

Weds. (10/9)
e CMMI released an RFl and a sample list of prescription drugs that the agency intends to include
in its $2 Drug List Model. Comments are due December 9. Details.

Tues. (10/8)
e The Biden Administration released funding awards and new technical assistance related to
behavioral health. Details.
e HHS announced an Interim Final Rule (IFR) to implement the 2024 revisions to the Uniform
Administrative Requirements for Federal Financial Assistance (Uniform Guidance) under 2 CFR
Part 200. Comments due November 1. Details.

Mon. (10/7)
e CMSis seeking nominations for a TEP to assist in the development and maintenance of electronic
clinical quality measures (eCQMs). Nominations are due October 29. Details.
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https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/impact-chart-of-pbm-legislation/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/spring-2024-regulatory-outlook/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/making-sense-of-the-new-landscape-for-health-policy-after-recent-supreme-court-decisions/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/october-10-11-2024/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/?keyword=&topic=&newsprogram=&newssource=59&newsformat=&from_date=&to_date=&Submit=Search+Policy+Hub
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/october-10-11-2024/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/?keyword=&topic=&newsprogram=&newssource=59&newsformat=&from_date=&to_date=&Submit=Search+Policy+Hub
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2025-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-star-ratings
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/2025-ma-and-part-d-star-ratings-released-average-ratings-decrease-from-2024/
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/p110014hsrfinalrule.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ftc-issues-final-rule-to-strengthen-premerger-notification-rules/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-takes-next-step-proposed-model-lower-prescription-drug-costs-people
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-rfi-and-sample-list-for-the-2-drug-list-model/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/behavioral-health-round-up/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWGVbcc5XD7W7Lly2z3SlSBgW4sKGqD5lXskkN8kT-5FBW5kBVqW7lCGcx6lZ3kHW5H2R-2D67JfjTTW56RhxR3MC0xWW2h6Fsn670YbhW8cN2Zr3L-2DR88W6YBYN-2D8SRrHlW26QGqP7rqXfFN48HWYxC6DMFN55gNxY-2DN-2DXrW527dQ91Gm8WYW78z3h85ZhwDkW3glvNv6KxZzKW54l9f98rK-2DtqW32lc6b5P1JPcVf13lj3G1B79W8qM86p3Cc-5FypN6cW085dCr5hN9dmlm5Jd-5FRGW5pjpjC5StytXW2cL9Bf2C74h6W7bctfQ6w09v3W7F8XkB7k3R4mW2LkdNH7PMyGcVVwDqN8zNvWhVMGqKs2JT1RhMW8PYQf8jXDVx-2DK5y2-2DdFHxW8B95Hm3Z9kLCVJGgds6-5FbYHsW3WbbYL3mNrfbW3610s46LR99BW8LpXvd2-2Dvf0YW5QcxSy5tkJwLVZGsdC6X-5Fm5TW28rVqT4jtNTTW4S1jYH2gL61SW3hvmNG7S-2D4d5W4-2DDqlz8G8B3qVKXhQl76sl2pW6CHTYG7Jf-2Dy-5FW4Vx-5F198wFHhyf4pnSkK04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=rhOwQZo6Wfde3X5kFntZtmX7GykohNSdxeHc3o8GnAXj0H0i6KAUD0FvdlZrlCVI&s=GuQ_UlKXVAj3w7SfnIWcJT6rkfI24iE5xkqANRvEpds&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comment-opportunity-hhs-adopts-new-rules-to-streamline-federal-grants-and-increase-transparency-comments-on-implementation-plan-nov-1/
https://mmshub.cms.gov/sites/default/files/ECeCQM-TEP-Charter-508.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/tep-nominations-to-develop-and-maintain-ecqms-due-october-29th/
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CMS is inviting public comments on electronic clinical quality measures (eCQMs). Comments are
due October 15. Details.

October 7: CMS issued an RFl seeking information on Al technologies that can improve health
care outcomes and service delivery. Details.

December 6: The HHS Office of Infectious Disease and HIV/AIDS Policy (OIDP) is seeking input
through an RFI to help shape the 2026-2030 National HIV/AIDS Strategy. Details.

October 15: CMS is inviting public comments on electronic clinical quality measures (eCQMs).
Details.

October 29: CMS is seeking nominations for a TEP to assist in the development and maintenance

of electronic clinical quality measures (eCQMSs). Details.

October 29: CMS seeks comments on its implementation of mental health parity in Medicaid
and CHIP managed care plans.

November 1: HHS announced an Interim Final Rule (IFR) to implement the 2024 revisions to the

Uniform Administrative Requirements for Federal Financial Assistance (Uniform Guidance) under
2 CFR Part 200. Details.
November 12: CMS released the HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2026

proposed rule. Details.

December 9: CMMI released an RFl and a sample list of prescription drugs that the agency intends
to include in its $2 Drug List Model. Details.

February 25: CMMI released an RFA for the Cell and Gene Therapy Access Model. Details.
February 25: CMMI released a NOFO to apply for Cooperative Agreement funding to support

states’ participation in the Cell and Gene Therapy (CGT) Access Model. Details.


https://mmshub.cms.gov/get-involved/public-comments/current
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-seeks-public-comment-on-ecqm-timely-follow-up-for-colorectal-cancer-and-breast-cancer-detection-due-october-15th/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWR7Hf17lMW0W8-2DV2Bd713GwTW5q0Twr5kXVhzN8fXWC63m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3nTW2yC-5FJz7ZTf8NW8YR1K64f-5F9tjV-2DhgyR7pngHVN8kmqrV9HclhW4L0Vkp3rLJ-5FXW5WV1Tq66YLXXW2gScLs7dPYBYW5rsxV95hWHDbW40gV1z8Xvc-5F8W3lPh997LQxDKW4nG92f2KN7VmVDFMgn4XNPxGW91Zwjx3GpnG2W8mFh9x6VgnsHW2YDHRs95NcYZW6MK-2D-5FF90qTyQW8y-5Ffb21bQjwWW3y3Jqf78609xW87pY1Z38SYVlW3Kv5X03m-2DndnW4B-2DZJl7tCynXW7r0nqv13fCDqW150QRh4YWDkpW59pGhC5K9nd-2DW1Rk8dn1fMJvvW2D0ggg5q6XRdW5GZSPb4MHxWyW8KmDFr2p8fB8f91B0SP04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=3AP3-BKJUGJ52i8KeuMhf1XSWP4P2A3gbHW-7zWJeyq5PPPpBfAOgZ3KJCn-9joE&s=NvtD4e2UEXPp2GMapqXX18DvBUMgcYYq6nVAzQ5Yqug&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-rfi-on-ai-technologies-for-improving-health-care-outcomes-and-service-delivery-ahead-of-upcoming-demo-days-responses-due-october-7/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VV-2DnjT93Vh6NN6jCD3J7y-2D7VW4Rs6st5lMsLzN7FnD1H3m2ndW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3n4W2xhBky6yJR-2DjW6PN9ml1RkzWvW8NHdQ88JHzR1W3hrXwg4ykxWSW1YTy7F1vS-5FgPW38TbgH5QBtr2W5Dflbv234csJW4cvVYp8ZgKKVN5YVsf5fKflmW97X8xt6W7CrpW7H-5F9cC2DDkcJW8jv1-2DN4rd-5FrwW2zYb9v6RwgqPW83gVW74dHKSrW48cp5r3KxvLLW5cl4kH6Tlqj4W4MFKYB8kgh-2DZW4fVVPk3Nyzg9W2fTF8q1BfJ5WVP86Q38-5FbNS9V-5FPTc11q36TvW8SlVn22f5VTjW66y4jl1r3FtkW4dnjd02xpDQMW18hBrm7G4phTVM2dr-5F9f2Kmbf79fP0W04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=9kt6ZIo8crTv4ZVGmxgJMQCBG6sJmmZDcYkIN09fv2Hi36jzDFOXGmnHCPn7ilt4&s=OAV_k8C11gIPQu4yepTZlS0CkzUY6Ft2wBc59RUbx5Y&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/oidp-issues-rfi-to-inform-the-development-of-the-2026-2030-national-hiv-aids-strategy-and-the-national-strategic-plans-for-sexually-transmitted-infections-vaccines-and-viral-hepatitis-comments-due/
https://mmshub.cms.gov/get-involved/public-comments/current
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-seeks-public-comment-on-ecqm-timely-follow-up-for-colorectal-cancer-and-breast-cancer-detection-due-october-15th/
https://mmshub.cms.gov/sites/default/files/ECeCQM-TEP-Charter-508.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/tep-nominations-to-develop-and-maintain-ecqms-due-october-29th/
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/downloads/parity-temp-rfc.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8n1aaTpg_oK4g1bhpBMYo8M1bRXSLWeFgpedl8d3TNM0RvuJET6Bz1Ar_deycULBoAMYQimGM5UtKttoys_bFwy9zJiIsZz9-ztCWKHx-cZ8QwOiU&_hsmi=325377130&utm_content=325377130&utm_source=hs_email
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