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2024 Election Outlook & 2025 Congressional Preview 
 
In an era of political division, the upcoming November elections have high stakes, and the outcome is 
impossible to predict. The polls have consistently shown Vice President Kamala Harris and former 
President Donald Trump to be running dead even with expectations that a handful of states, or even one 
congressional district in Nebraska, will determine the winner. Beyond the presidential race, the fight for 
control of the House and the Senate is also a complete toss-up. At this point, the only thing that is certain 
is that the margins of victory are likely to be slim, and no party will have a clear mandate from the 
American people.  
 
In this memo, we try to make sense of the political uncertainty by comparing the policy positions of each 
Presidential candidate on key health and healthcare social issues, forecasting the health policy priorities 
of the 119th Congress, and identifying potentially new leaders of key Congressional Committees.   
 

2024 Presidential Policy Platforms 
 
Below, we outline policy positions of Presidential candidates based on their comments, actions taken in 
both the Biden and Trump presidencies, as well as positions outlined by the Democratic and Republican 
platforms. We also looked at Project 2025 which outlines an approach to federal government if a GOP 
candidate is elected as President.  In particular, Project 2025’s chapter 14 proposes conservatives’ policies 
for the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) and is written by Roger Severino, who served 
as Director of the Office of Civil Rights at HHS during the Trump Administration. While former President 
Trump has tried to distance himself from Project 2025, the authors of the document are some on the most 
conservative members of the party and cannot be discredited or ignored given their roles in the previous 
Trump Administration and the potential for them to serve again in a future Trump presidency. 
 

Harris-Walz Administrative Priorities  
 
Overall, a Harris-Walz Administration can be expected to continue the health care priorities of the Biden-
Harris Administration. This includes ensuring access to reproductive health care and family planning, 
continuing an Administration-wide focus on equity, strengthening and expanding the Affordable Care Act 
to improve the quality and affordability of health care coverage, cracking down on anti-competitive 
practices, and continuing to expand the list of prescription drugs eligible for Medicare price negotiation.  
A priority will be to extend the enhanced ACA premium tax credit, and Medicaid expansion. A Harris-
Walz Administration may also engage in additional Medicare Advantage oversight and further pursue 
appropriate AI regulations. As part of its economic platform, the Harris-Walz campaign notes it will 
protect and strengthen Social Security and Medicare. Similar to the Biden-Harris Administration, policies 
to boost the trust fund likely include raising Medicare taxes on those making more than $400,000 a year, 
closing tax loopholes, and achieving program savings through Medicare drug reforms.  
 

https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024_Democratic_Party_Platform_8a2cf8.pdf
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
https://kamalaharris.com/issues/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2024/03/11/fact-sheet-the-presidents-budget-protects-and-strengthens-social-security-and-medicare/
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Trump-Vance Administrative Priorities  
 
The main goal of a Trump-Vance Administration will be to roll back many of the administrative actions 
undertaken during the Biden Administration.  In the Republican Party Platform (page 11), it states that a 
the “Republicans will reinstate President Trump’s Deregulation Policies…and end Democrats’ regulatory 
onslaught.”  As part of the deregulation plan, we can expect a reversal in many of the actions the Biden 
Administration undertook, including reproductive health care protections, gender protections, social 
determinants of health advancements, and protections against climate change. In Project 2025 (page 
449), the authors specifically criticize the Biden Administration for “promoting equity in everything we do” 
for the sake of “populations sharing a particular characteristic” including race, sexuality, gender 
identification, ethnicity, and a host of other categories.  Whereas the Biden-Harris Administration made it 
a priority to maintain equity among all Americans, we can expect a Trump-Vance Administration to roll 
back these regulations. As part of the “deregulation” agenda, we can expect a return to the Trump 
Administration practice in which for every one regulation that was created, two others must be removed. 
In recent campaign rhetoric, Trump even floated the idea that 10 regulations should be removed for every 
new rule introduced.  
 
One of the first priorities in a Trump Administration will be to extend the 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, 
which expires at the end of 2025. According to the Committee for a Responsible Budget, extending the 
expiring individual and estate tax provisions alone would increase primary deficits by $3.9 trillion through 
2035. Reviving, extending, or avoiding a variety of business tax changes could increase that deficit impact 
to $4.8 trillion.  
 

Table 1. Comparison of Health Policy Positions of Presidential Candidates 
 

Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
Traditional Medicare & Medicare Advantage (MA) 

 
We expect a Harris-Walz Administration would 
largely continue the current Administration’s 
positions on the Medicare program. A Harris-
Walz Administration may look for opportunities 
to further enhance MA oversight and program 
integrity measures as well as expand traditional 
coverage.  
  
As part of its economic platform, the Harris-Walz 
campaign notes it will protect and strengthen 
Social Security and Medicare. Similar to the 
Biden-Harris Administration, policies to boost the 
trust fund likely include raising Medicare taxes on 
those making more than $400,000 a year, closing 
tax loopholes, and achieving program savings 
through Medicare drug reforms.  

 
The Trump Republican platform (p. 10, 12) 
proposes to protect and strengthen the Medicare 
program as well. While the former President’s 
2024 campaign has not released detailed 
Medicare policy proposals, we expect a Trump-
Vance Administration to follow a similar 
approach to the first Trump Administration. This 
could include policies to reduce administrative 
burden on providers, encourage innovation, and 
reduce program costs by expanding site 
neutrality or instituting drug pricing reforms. 
These policies are in alignment with those 
detailed in Project 2025 (p. 463), which also calls 
for reinstating policies from the previous 
Administration that were withdrawn, weakened, 
or never finalized. 

https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2017/02/03/2017-02451/reducing-regulation-and-controlling-regulatory-costs
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__j6bjn7bbb.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0017GSb2tSTik-2DuhNOPdV6P5gpjMLWBfskdJKwlh-2DM2o-5FUuC-5FtJqQtgbB9UH2gMquQg90GIyb6XibU1JXx5erShp9V4iRlzFwzxilGL4cppDb7lfNXAua93hmhoYAu9ifvLlVFzdSYIMIbrFSatfB49zOwSpczARkXXcyhIELINrKC86U8yHv3ypUGmSTG7l7S4-26c-3DYC63T1n7pMOdmvVdS6qT-2DqrAJxnRUg6kmX8vMUwV5-2D2dowgDHZBMHQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DuCItr7B-5Faw-5Ftq2RaMuMAyb0-2De4YZWLqx89OA8hesKHwCwdHH-5FPIdXA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=BNQoD1s34DGk4Ylcq-zWUkS0P4pMCNqHF7qupQFL2rg&m=l9BCAqDrwmhhTklJDQfL6_GF_BAJhfohpN3Iqr_nJdb3DUrbqU8ruuTOnyf01pLi&s=FG9qXD-B0niY41HV7bgPn_ItkOvscpwn6Ud1WTvGQuE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__j6bjn7bbb.cc.rs6.net_tn.jsp-3Ff-3D0017GSb2tSTik-2DuhNOPdV6P5gpjMLWBfskdJKwlh-2DM2o-5FUuC-5FtJqQtgbB9UH2gMquQg90GIyb6XibU1JXx5erShp9V4iRlzFwzxilGL4cppDb7lfNXAua93hmhoYAu9ifvLlVFzdSYIMIbrFSatfB49zOwSpczARkXXcyhIELINrKC86U8yHv3ypUGmSTG7l7S4-26c-3DYC63T1n7pMOdmvVdS6qT-2DqrAJxnRUg6kmX8vMUwV5-2D2dowgDHZBMHQ-3D-3D-26ch-3DuCItr7B-5Faw-5Ftq2RaMuMAyb0-2De4YZWLqx89OA8hesKHwCwdHH-5FPIdXA-3D-3D&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=BNQoD1s34DGk4Ylcq-zWUkS0P4pMCNqHF7qupQFL2rg&m=l9BCAqDrwmhhTklJDQfL6_GF_BAJhfohpN3Iqr_nJdb3DUrbqU8ruuTOnyf01pLi&s=FG9qXD-B0niY41HV7bgPn_ItkOvscpwn6Ud1WTvGQuE&e=
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/contract-year-2025-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-final-rule-cms-4205-f
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/contract-year-2025-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-final-rule-cms-4205-f
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025-medicare-physician-fee-schedule-proposed-rule
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/calendar-year-cy-2025-medicare-physician-fee-schedule-proposed-rule
https://kamalaharris.com/issues/
https://kamalaharris.com/issues/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/omb/briefing-room/2024/03/11/fact-sheet-the-presidents-budget-protects-and-strengthens-social-security-and-medicare/
https://rncplatform.donaldjtrump.com/?_gl=1*1km56hb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjcyOTYyMDEuQ2p3S0NBanc2YzYzQmhBaUVpd0FGMEVIMU4wd1NWY0xpZTIzOU9TYkZkSVJrOHM4TDZIS1E2NzVGTXg1ck9hblZNT3pSaEpITm5IajFCb0MtOEFRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTgyNDIyNTEwOC4xNzI3Mjk2MjAx&_ga=2.205219728.182965283.1727296202-616453850.1727296201&_gac=1.226701167.1727296202.CjwKCAjw6c63BhAiEiwAF0EH1N0wSVcLie239OSbFdIRk8s8L6HKQ675FMx5rOanVMOzRhJHNnHj1BoC-8AQAvD_BwE
https://rncplatform.donaldjtrump.com/?_gl=1*1km56hb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjcyOTYyMDEuQ2p3S0NBanc2YzYzQmhBaUVpd0FGMEVIMU4wd1NWY0xpZTIzOU9TYkZkSVJrOHM4TDZIS1E2NzVGTXg1ck9hblZNT3pSaEpITm5IajFCb0MtOEFRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTgyNDIyNTEwOC4xNzI3Mjk2MjAx&_ga=2.205219728.182965283.1727296202-616453850.1727296201&_gac=1.226701167.1727296202.CjwKCAjw6c63BhAiEiwAF0EH1N0wSVcLie239OSbFdIRk8s8L6HKQ675FMx5rOanVMOzRhJHNnHj1BoC-8AQAvD_BwE
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-puts-patients-over-paperwork-reducing-healthcare-administrative-costs
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/trump-administration-puts-patients-over-paperwork-reducing-healthcare-administrative-costs
https://www.cms.gov/blog/medicare-coverage-innovative-technologies-mcit
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/judge-strikes-down-trump-administration-s-site-neutral-payments-rule
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/hospitals-health-systems/judge-strikes-down-trump-administration-s-site-neutral-payments-rule
https://trumpwhitehouse.archives.gov/articles/congress-didnt-act-on-prescription-drug-prices-so-president-trump-did/
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
  
Building on the Biden Administration’s EO, the 
Harris-Walz platform also asserts it will expand 
high-quality home care services for seniors and 
people with disabilities. The EO informed the 
current Administration’s testing of a new 
dementia care model and development of the 
controversial nursing home minimum staffing 
standards rule. 

  
While friendlier towards MA than a Harris 
Administration, a second Trump Administration 
would likely similarly pursue enhanced oversight 
and program integrity measures, especially given 
Congressional concerns regarding practices such 
as overly restrictive prior authorizations. 
Conservatives are also eager to expand MA as a 
means of transitioning away from fee-for-service 
Medicare towards a more value-based system.  
  
The platform also notes a focus on chronic 
disease prevention and management, including 
expanding primary care.   

Medicare Home Health 
 
The Harris-Walz campaign proposes "Medicare at 
Home" to create a new Medicare benefit to cover 
home care services, improve wages and working 
conditions for care workers, and enhance the 
overall quality of care. They also propose to 
create a new Medicare benefit to cover hearing 
aids, eye exams, and glasses.  
 
The plan states that the new benefits would be 
fully paid for without impacting existing 
premiums by expanding Medicare drug price 
negotiations, increasing the discounts drug 
manufacturers cover for certain brand-name 
drugs in Medicare, and addressing Medicare 
fraud. However, Congress would need to pass 
new legislation to authorize expanded Medicare 
drug price negotiations and the creation of these 
benefits, which would be particularly challenging 
in a possible divided government. 
 

 
Former President Trump has endorsed “at-home 
senior care,” which includes reallocating 
resources to this area, addressing workforce 
shortages, and providing support for unpaid 
family caregivers through tax credits and reduced 
red tape (p. 12).  

Medicaid 
 
The Biden-Administration has urged states to 
continue to expand Medicaid eligibility including 
through the adoption of Medicaid expansion under 
the ACA.  CMS has focused on eligibility and 
enrollment systems and directed state Medicaid 

 
A Trump Administration advocates for limiting 
federal funding through altered match rates 
and/or block grants, aggregated caps, or per 
capita caps. This would negatively impact health 
by limiting enrollment, access and/or care. 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2023/04/18/executive-order-on-increasing-access-to-high-quality-care-and-supporting-caregivers/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/guide
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payer/proposed-changes-to-medicare-advantage-audits-could-put-insurers-hook-for-billions
https://www.fiercehealthcare.com/payer/proposed-changes-to-medicare-advantage-audits-could-put-insurers-hook-for-billions
https://www.politico.com/news/2023/11/24/medicare-advantage-plans-congress-00128353
https://paragoninstitute.org/medicare/improving-medicare-through-medicare-advantage/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-advantage-qualifying-payment-arrangement-incentive-demonstration
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxlb5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3l4W5f1fL97lHKHRW1RBPYm4J30w3W90Ltmc4JwRv1W7fspft59sQVsVmzD1X6-2D4CCzN5wc65j6GMSmM4dQH1P3FTNW53-5FYlb7mph4HW7xq7qC5085FPW5tnyWf4N6NNXW99F37f9lv0-5FQW19nqCV1sywwNW69qp8Y17RDr-2DW5YXxbg700CvJVlMtD31C0YMdW4sN-2DGg5Nkr84W2t-2DJ-2Dv96xb7BW6Z2mM36hTznPVKXdrQ99yb7VW6-5FXvkq313hrwVF-2DFGn8W69rYW7MvY-2D66jSrKvW2-2DwDjb5qxtH9W29vTPw4qx0PmW38hqwN5qlzKqVXp3v68WhfBSW5pMG-5FC6wN5kHVlQk4Y4kTj5JN1TphL1NBTlrW1Y06pT1K355RN5qFPsWpd16PW921nXx72-2D1dsVP7gds3sXf2KW2JLxZT8HPDgLf7LLvDP04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=KG2Ffefe6qwXtae_x66IIGjZAIfpHMGTV0x5bLbRLPo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxlb5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3l4W5f1fL97lHKHRW1RBPYm4J30w3W90Ltmc4JwRv1W7fspft59sQVsVmzD1X6-2D4CCzN5wc65j6GMSmM4dQH1P3FTNW53-5FYlb7mph4HW7xq7qC5085FPW5tnyWf4N6NNXW99F37f9lv0-5FQW19nqCV1sywwNW69qp8Y17RDr-2DW5YXxbg700CvJVlMtD31C0YMdW4sN-2DGg5Nkr84W2t-2DJ-2Dv96xb7BW6Z2mM36hTznPVKXdrQ99yb7VW6-5FXvkq313hrwVF-2DFGn8W69rYW7MvY-2D66jSrKvW2-2DwDjb5qxtH9W29vTPw4qx0PmW38hqwN5qlzKqVXp3v68WhfBSW5pMG-5FC6wN5kHVlQk4Y4kTj5JN1TphL1NBTlrW1Y06pT1K355RN5qFPsWpd16PW921nXx72-2D1dsVP7gds3sXf2KW2JLxZT8HPDgLf7LLvDP04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=KG2Ffefe6qwXtae_x66IIGjZAIfpHMGTV0x5bLbRLPo&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxm45kBVqW7lCGcx6lZ3ngW6-2Dq7pZ22Hl0HW29lXjB8VBY4bN47hM2dvnqtgW71X69C7j130CW3R3gfv5vLFG4W8mlXfy6xCl71W7CRNlB26v55GW3ZkmYY8fqC7FVyjFVR2tbsshW25mK4W8x3WDTVCmczf6D3zR6N3ZLFMNbgRtKW8-2DCyhN3Q6gNRW4Nq1sP7-2DvCHRW2jqfsc3hDK57N453P1HSZXByW38CH6W9lf3-5FvW1hJxP-2D28rLsxW36RR0K3sTZ0sVGz0S-2D7bXMhKW8Xc1Gr7m3K90W1-2DTxkj37lmLYVB4vPK75rmvnW3XFHXT1Q6R-2DTN1kggYK3ctz8W8ccdDk6LxWCrW2GxfpV8154zxW28qgYY4yhXcJW8nXSn24V6cZKW46krzg1clD0kW4RDBm71vnLFyW9lTl974DwvHhW654NGQ6KrlM4W98HSjR2N1Ts1W5h6m6f5G72c-5FVf6ZBd5t7R1YW4f95W647STv9W4P1K8121w90YW8qGsxf968mhNN1Ght82lF-2DcBf77FQJK04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=HMOZgtDgfsKPddSYfNuf0coAc9Xhf0sIl63jKtIo0cA&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxm45kBVqW7lCGcx6lZ3ngW6-2Dq7pZ22Hl0HW29lXjB8VBY4bN47hM2dvnqtgW71X69C7j130CW3R3gfv5vLFG4W8mlXfy6xCl71W7CRNlB26v55GW3ZkmYY8fqC7FVyjFVR2tbsshW25mK4W8x3WDTVCmczf6D3zR6N3ZLFMNbgRtKW8-2DCyhN3Q6gNRW4Nq1sP7-2DvCHRW2jqfsc3hDK57N453P1HSZXByW38CH6W9lf3-5FvW1hJxP-2D28rLsxW36RR0K3sTZ0sVGz0S-2D7bXMhKW8Xc1Gr7m3K90W1-2DTxkj37lmLYVB4vPK75rmvnW3XFHXT1Q6R-2DTN1kggYK3ctz8W8ccdDk6LxWCrW2GxfpV8154zxW28qgYY4yhXcJW8nXSn24V6cZKW46krzg1clD0kW4RDBm71vnLFyW9lTl974DwvHhW654NGQ6KrlM4W98HSjR2N1Ts1W5h6m6f5G72c-5FVf6ZBd5t7R1YW4f95W647STv9W4P1K8121w90YW8qGsxf968mhNN1Ght82lF-2DcBf77FQJK04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=HMOZgtDgfsKPddSYfNuf0coAc9Xhf0sIl63jKtIo0cA&e=
https://rncplatform.donaldjtrump.com/?_gl=1*1km56hb*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjcyOTYyMDEuQ2p3S0NBanc2YzYzQmhBaUVpd0FGMEVIMU4wd1NWY0xpZTIzOU9TYkZkSVJrOHM4TDZIS1E2NzVGTXg1ck9hblZNT3pSaEpITm5IajFCb0MtOEFRQXZEX0J3RQ..*_gcl_au*MTgyNDIyNTEwOC4xNzI3Mjk2MjAx&_ga=2.205219728.182965283.1727296202-616453850.1727296201&_gac=1.226701167.1727296202.CjwKCAjw6c63BhAiEiwAF0EH1N0wSVcLie239OSbFdIRk8s8L6HKQ675FMx5rOanVMOzRhJHNnHj1BoC-8AQAvD_BwE
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
Directors to improve them.  State flexibilities 
during the PHE unwind have been extended as 
that process continues. The more inclusive 
Medicaid eligibility is, and the more enrollment 
processes are streamlined, the better individuals 
and families can access Medicaid coverage and 
care.  Similarly, the more robust the benefit 
packages offered and the greater the protections 
to ensure network adequacy, the better the care.   
The Biden Administration advanced regulations in 
a multitude of areas related to Medicaid including 
adequate access to care. 
 
The Biden Administration has encouraged states 
to pursue innovative approaches to improving 
health including efforts to address the social 
determinants of health.  During the current 
Administration, waivers have been used to adopt 
12-month postpartum Medicaid coverage, 
continuous coverage for children, enhanced 
coverage for individuals transitioning in and out of 
the justice system, expanded access to home and 
community-based services, and more.   

 
As detailed in Chapter 14, Project 2025 advocates 
for Medicaid policy change that includes the 
following:  

• Reform financing including a more 
balanced or blended match rate, block 
grants, aggregated caps, or per capita 
caps.  

• Incentivize states to increase their efforts 
to decrease waste, fraud and abuse by 
using the current 90/10 matching rate for 
IT systems for fraud and abuse prevention.  

• Altered Medicaid eligibility processes 
including holding states accountable for 
improper eligibility determinations, 
requiring more robust eligibility 
determinations, and strengthening asset 
test determinations in Medicaid.  

• Conduct oversight and reform of 
managed care.  

• Incentivize personal responsibility by 
requiring able-bodied adults to contribute 
to the cost of their coverage and also give 
them a choice among multiple health plans 
including private options.  

• Add work requirements for able bodies 
adult plus targeted time limits or lifetime 
caps on Medicaid benefits as a means of 
disincentivizing permanent dependence. 

• Allow Medicaid benefit redesign without 
waivers including flexibility to for states to 
eliminate mandatory and optional benefit 
requirements.  Allow states to redesign 
eligibility, financing and service delivery for 
long term care. 

• Eliminate current waiver and state plan 
processes. 

  
Reproductive Health 

 
With Vice President Harris leading the 
reproductive health agenda, a Harris-Walz 

 
Former President Trump prefers states decide 
abortion policy. He wants to mandate that either 

https://apnews.com/article/trump-abortion-2024-ban-7bf06e0856b88a710c79a6eb85cffa6a
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
Administration can be expected to increase its 
focus on reproductive rights and improving access 
to the full spectrum of reproductive health care. 
As President, Harris would sign a bill that 
restores reproductive freedom nationwide, 
though Congress is unlikely to pass such a bill.  

the government or insurance companies pay for 
IVF treatments.  A Trump-Vance administration 
would likely revive Trump-era policies that 
undermine access to reproductive health care, 
such as the Title X “gag rule” and broader 
religious and moral exemptions allowing 
employers to drop contraceptive coverage. 
 

Maternal Health 
 
The U.S. has the highest maternal mortality rate 
of any wealthy nation, and Black, American 
Indian, Alaska Native, and rural women 
experience maternal death and disability at 
exponentially higher rates than their white and 
urban counterparts.  Like the Biden-Harris 
Administration, Harris-Walz will continue to 
make addressing the maternal health crisis, 
improving maternal health and eliminating 
maternal health disparities a top priority.   
 
This includes building upon the approach outlined 
in the White House Blueprint for Addressing the 
Maternal Health Crisis; supporting and urging 
additional states to adopt 12-months of post-
partum Medicaid coverage;  continuing to invest 
in the Maternal Mental Health Hotline (1-833-
TLC-MAMA) and other maternal mental health 
efforts; advancing the birthing-friendly 
designation for hospitals that was created during 
the Biden-Harris Administration; implementing 
CMS’ first federal health and safety requirements 
for maternal emergency and obstetric services in 
hospitals; expanding the White House Initiative 
on Women’s Health Research (Executive Order), 
and more. 
 

 
A second Trump Administration would likely 
focus on maternal health broadly, with emphasis 
on improving outcomes in rural areas. The former 
president signed the Preventing Maternal Deaths 
Act (H.R. 1318) into law in 2018.   
 
In comparison to the Biden-Harris 
Administration, Trump-Vance is likely to place 
less focus on the inequities that drive racial 
disparities in maternal health outcomes. 
 
GOP proposals to limit Medicaid funding through 
block grants and other approaches will limit the 
positive impact of the 12-months postpartum 
Medicaid coverage that has been adopted in 47 
states since 2021.  Similarly, Trump opposition to 
investing in health-related social needs through 
Medicaid demonstrations – approaches that are 
known to positively impact maternal health – 
could also hinder progress that is currently 
underway.  
 
A Trump-Vance Administration is likely to 
continue investments in maternal mortality 
review committees.  It remains to be seen 
whether they would defend legal challenges that 
currently put the Pregnant Workers Fairness Act 
at risk.   
 

Health Equity 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration would build upon 
the Biden Administration’s focus on health equity, 

 
A Trump-Vance Administration would likely seek 
to reverse many of the advancements made 

https://kamalaharris.com/issues/
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-says-wants-make-ivf-treatments-paid-government-insurance-compani-rcna168804
https://www.nbcnews.com/politics/donald-trump/trump-says-wants-make-ivf-treatments-paid-government-insurance-compani-rcna168804
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2019/03/04/2019-03461/compliance-with-statutory-program-integrity-requirements
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/15/2018-24512/religious-exemptions-and-accommodations-for-coverage-of-certain-preventive-services-under-the
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2018/11/15/2018-24514/moral-exemptions-and-accommodations-for-coverage-of-certain-preventive-services-under-the-affordable
file:///C:/Users/dawnj/Documents/Dawn/Wynne%20Health%20Group/Election%20Oulook/maternal%20health%20crisis
file:///C:/Users/dawnj/Documents/Dawn/Wynne%20Health%20Group/Election%20Oulook/maternal%20health%20crisis
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Maternal-Health-Blueprint.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/wp-content/uploads/2022/06/Maternal-Health-Blueprint.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/168cd047bebc0725da3128104ec8fdde/Postpartum-Coverage-Issue-Brief.pdf
https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/168cd047bebc0725da3128104ec8fdde/Postpartum-Coverage-Issue-Brief.pdf
https://mchb.hrsa.gov/programs-impact/national-maternal-mental-health-hotline
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-launches-birthing-friendly-designation-web-based-care-compare-tool
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-launches-birthing-friendly-designation-web-based-care-compare-tool
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-policies-reduce-maternal-mortality-advance-health-equity-and
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-policies-reduce-maternal-mortality-advance-health-equity-and
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/biden-harris-administration-proposes-policies-reduce-maternal-mortality-advance-health-equity-and
https://www.whitehouse.gov/white-house-initiative-on-womens-health-research/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/white-house-initiative-on-womens-health-research/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/03/18/executive-order-on-advancing-womens-health-research-and-innovation/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1318/all-actions
https://www.congress.gov/bill/115th-congress/house-bill/1318/all-actions
https://catholicbenefitsassociation.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/031-ORDER-GRANTING-PRELIMINARY-INJUNCTION-2024-09-23.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/?s=equity
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
characterized by a comprehensive approach to 
dismantling systemic barriers in health and health 
care. Sample initiatives would likely include:  
 
• Protections for Marginalized Groups:  

Defending lawsuits filed again the federal 
government that seek to remove protections 
against discrimination including challenges 
against implementation of section 1557 of 
the ACA.  
 

• Diversity in Healthcare: Emphasizing the need 
for a diverse healthcare workforce to better 
represent and serve historically marginalized 
communities. 
 

• Addressing Pay Disparities: Tackling 
inequities in healthcare compensation that 
directly impact health outcomes for women 
and minority groups. 

 
• Medicaid Expansion: Continuing efforts to 

expand Medicaid access, ensuring that low-
income and postpartum individuals receive 
necessary healthcare services. 
 

• Equity Action Plans:  Continued 
implementation of federal agency equity 
action plans.  

 

under the Biden-Harris administration. Expected 
action include:  
 
• Diminished Federal Support for Equity 

Initiatives: Without robust federal programs 
addressing health disparities, progress in 
areas such as research, maternal health, 
mental health access, and chronic disease 
management for marginalized groups would 
likely stagnate. 
 

• Minimal Focus on Marginalized Communities: 
The Trump administration is expected to 
maintain a limited agenda regarding health 
equity, with little to no initiatives aimed at 
addressing racial equity, supporting LGBTQ+ 
individuals or safeguarding anti-
discrimination protections under section 
1557 of the ACA. 
 

Reduction in Medicaid and ACA Funding: 
Although Trump has pledged not to cut 
Medicare, his policies may lead to reduced 
federal spending on Medicaid and the Affordable 
Care Act. This could limit access to vital services 
for low-income populations, exacerbating 
existing disparities.  

Rural Health 
 
Building on a $75 million investment by the 
Biden-Harris administration, Vice President 
Harris and Governor Walz have 
outlined comprehensive strategies to bolster 
health care access in rural communities, focusing 
on several key initiatives. They aim to recruit 
10,000 health care professionals, including 
doctors, nurses, community health workers, and 
EMS personnel, to alleviate workforce shortages 
in rural and tribal areas. Their plan also includes 
permanently extending Medicare coverage for 

 
The Trump-Vance campaign has provided limited 
details on policies to support rural health. Project 
2025 (p. 487) acknowledges challenges to health 
care access in rural areas. Project 2025 proposes 
to reduce “regulatory burden” to foster private 
innovation in health care delivery, enhance 
telehealth access through increased services and 
interstate licensure for providers, and explore 
cost-effective care alternatives, including 
independent telehealth services and less 
expensive options outside traditional hospital 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/02/14/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-releases-annual-agency-equity-action-plans-to-further-advance-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/02/14/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-releases-annual-agency-equity-action-plans-to-further-advance-racial-equity-and-support-for-underserved-communities-through-the-federal-government/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxlv5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3lHVG4FHB7Nd7kCW92cfT-5F5pXg1HW38hPx13cjwR-2DW8pSl-5FD4prN-2DdW49n0wy48KM4zW7yyt1D6BkJFjW1MsJjH5VLMDFW4rvzFt8sD75WW7SmXjj1T-2D24xW8w336p8XWqWKVjHjcw56zl9gW6zGdCy64cwPcW7770P01TC0DPW1GVrrg3Ll5PcW7NT8bJ2gpLRgW1HQXkr1rjdcCN5nm2yPJJx7bVG4J8t2r0LsxW3qGjCN1GsqMVVCMrxH1WdczhN34-5FZJVWkZ8sW5SvFz66NJrVWN5nSMkyq6551W2c8CXf3PHzDSW2yNQwD5LxFRfW1JfNPz85K-2DQMTWtVD3MNKFJW40PLzx4jS7cNW4Y4nWv6k9c0sW22Qg-2DZ410c8nW38Xg4s71Dl-2DGDvKsJnH8QRW56DHdV5m2YfwW1nC1Mv2qt24fW2v21-2DJ4RFP14VmQFLd6DsVn7f6Q63-5FK04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=G6Y5QnYBGzk1fTZf84FTLulmTJTKp_3Bd7VxmDTu6SI&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxm-2D3m2ndW95jsWP6lZ3lLW39Whyk5MFkzYVv7tsZ8-2DN43qW3x3w6w8jsX8lW74r8Ns3g6775W3m229H1XQNr3W3mnnP08bf-2Db4W4KJXhX6P0X8cW21hY862B71H0N1NB4SL2tGWBW1jhz0k10Z58fW1pB2l66FlN-2DtW61pSJJ11D1myN8VRcDwv9XxxW8Txg8-2D33SY4HW6yKz3H1WH-5FV1VgvGmw4HkdxbW3Vx5TP3cL-5F1WW7dlM9L8hlf3fW6tblxB7rYS-5FrN5nfqqCsD2BnV4HzJq1bjkGpW117DD35brz1LW4TMP351T1hfyW1yhkkv7zGrmXW1Qnr5z7lGtDFN8n271Cj1bl-5FW7B5CgP2NDFJwW4K0vdg89kQzzW4Tcb1G7shBcjVzGHY91gKJMMf4VBr7Y04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=NH4biI_VxioX-f81ol3ZIyVX0LHrBv8MmxXJjGW84Rg&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxmH3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3pMW7-5Ftzty1mYB-2DBW1PqH9g59MXGbN5KYJ25fDKPBVLwQRv2cBvFSW2jwds556h1SZN3X6Fckl7Hj2W2SZ8HM6s1TzLW2mDzt77qwgdkW4mTSGZ3syFlkVMrH8w7v-5FMw8W8d-2DsLc7jQb-5FSW91Vzvm7x4JkpW6-2D-5FtDK1lzdQxW1HGYh96Y4brvW6Rt-5FwW3zDLtpW1Gj7kl48rBqVW69Zmyp1DFCmkW3-5F5lnd5h49bkW95n9qh91YdxtW531-2D0d4SrY9WW4hr5sL6m704-2DW4GD9HC2nG4XbW2RFl-5FP8Grv1fW7-2DSWnN1wnKMhW5P-2DjBt7YV-2DyyW36XWJm8f1CC1W6CMDR17yZQ6xW8Zj-2Dlt2s4dpvf5H4wZY04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=2Iqt13P7owQtCuEB2vmE0Y8Xr99OQJfWbF5-UDC8mHE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxmH3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3pMW7-5Ftzty1mYB-2DBW1PqH9g59MXGbN5KYJ25fDKPBVLwQRv2cBvFSW2jwds556h1SZN3X6Fckl7Hj2W2SZ8HM6s1TzLW2mDzt77qwgdkW4mTSGZ3syFlkVMrH8w7v-5FMw8W8d-2DsLc7jQb-5FSW91Vzvm7x4JkpW6-2D-5FtDK1lzdQxW1HGYh96Y4brvW6Rt-5FwW3zDLtpW1Gj7kl48rBqVW69Zmyp1DFCmkW3-5F5lnd5h49bkW95n9qh91YdxtW531-2D0d4SrY9WW4hr5sL6m704-2DW4GD9HC2nG4XbW2RFl-5FP8Grv1fW7-2DSWnN1wnKMhW5P-2DjBt7YV-2DyyW36XWJm8f1CC1W6CMDR17yZQ6xW8Zj-2Dlt2s4dpvf5H4wZY04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=2Iqt13P7owQtCuEB2vmE0Y8Xr99OQJfWbF5-UDC8mHE&e=
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
telemedicine services and doubling federal 
funding for telehealth equipment and technology 
to improve access. Additionally, they seek to 
reduce the number of ambulance deserts by half 
to ensure timely emergency care, launch a grant 
program to train and fund Rural Community 
Health Workers, and provide financial and 
technical support to strengthen EMT and 
paramedic services in these communities. While 
the plan lays out ambitious goals, it would 
require congressional support to secure funding 
which would be challenging in a divided 
government. 
 

settings. In his past presidency, former President 
Trump issued an Executive Order with directives 
to launch a new rural health payment model, 
improve rural health infrastructure, and extend 
telehealth flexibilities. 

Competition/Transparency/Site Neutrality 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration can be expected to 
continue to President Biden’s focus on anti-
competitive practices in health care.  Specifically, 
the Departments of Justice, HHS, and the Federal 
Trade Commission put out an RFI earlier this year 
and a December 2023 announcement outlining 
efforts to lower health care and drug costs, while 
promoting competition to benefit patients and 
health care workers. 
 
The Democratic platform (page 18) specifically 
states their intent to “continue to use antitrust 
laws to stop hospital, insurance, and Big Pharma 
mergers that undermine competition and increase 
health care prices for consumers.” 
 

 
Many of the hospital and health plan price 
transparency rules currently under discussion are 
an extension of what was promulgated by the 
Trump Administration.  
 
The GOP party platform pledges to “increase 
transparency, promote choice and competition, 
and expand access to new affordable healthcare 
and prescription drug options (page 15, GOP 
Party Platform).”   
 
Project 2025 (page 464) specifically states that 
“regulations should advance site neutrality by 
eliminating the inpatient-only list and expanding 
the ambulatory surgical center covered 
procedures list…CMS should expand the 
application of site-neutral payment options to 
more settings. Such a policy would level the 
playing field among providers and remove the 
financial disabilities for medical professionals 
who would compete with hospital systems.” 
 
 

Prescription Drugs 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration will continue the 
prescription drug priorities started by the Biden 

 
A Trump-Vance Administration will likely revisit 
proposals from his prior Administration, including 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxlb5kBVqW5BWr2F6lZ3kRW4q-2DJgN63bv8bW6CVMV-5F98f-5FNhW3XQ8zb2vTnCCW546vsh1SkjZ9MdZQ6py4DDHN5WJ5whc-5FSTcN3v11hhDrj2MW5lw8wG9bxYx8W5y-2DmvZ93G0GYW7t1J6F4Tywj5W2NmK-2DX4TscrLW7RTbbw92mt3zW3F7D2p4RX-2DgsVh9G058ynbnLW4Jn94C6P75ybW7fZ8g33l5xM0W2PCJLm2qbfKpW4VT8kc3m2YwcVSXQKC6wV78HW3J-5Fqt27JM2r1N270ccMqhqqCW30Tdv-2D7DH0wpN4JQlX33kT30W6q9PwG2L5RYqW6gQXjL4vkHpwW857qgH2Xb-5FWtW4Knpbh4fbw8-5FV9Hl-2Dv3qh88DW79H0kG77lwRQW5cwZVK29pbHnW2kVKc21F7Y03W7ndM792NZ-2D0FW75BYyc8wvMFDW7PClBL95D-2DxYdnfJml04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=HtzlIby0PZQskNWoZgBejOoGHMO1C6sYYxKGlqYd0q8&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWX0Yq6Cw6D-5FW3Hz8q-5F4kjdFfQ15mJPdzMtGxkW5kBVqW50kH-5FH6lZ3n0W43TJry4RS35ZVf8sRz6C0BsYN4840TrqK-5FMvW8N-5Fwzg83S0xCW8s4W8q7plPT9W1Px4vY2gn-5FkDW7ksXq91k7p1BW7SNjXF1VnSZJW4Nyp752-2DdM6-2DMdqXndvh3QCW7wXRrs67Q4v8W1bvY6t7fHc3RW91dL5t8-5FDpQhW5T8gKr5pSdkJW6kWmRX9bKDnMVH-5F2hP5YkF4bW32spnK2NKmB4W5-2Dd0t05gj2vBW2tn43B8nZNHQW8bNXld3VxV0nVdSnjb2R086NW2B9NXB5X-5F8MmW6CM9hT8kTr2DW6J-2D9yq1kkfkzW6X9PgF6Kh6rjW1lvDsT8rys5BW4tBTSH71JDXpW5y4Qsh3kYfTyW1lxbdg3gDT1HN1hCkpxhpSx8W1yFkXt3rDfSmW40pG6j3djpqSf5CzTc604&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=kRszHSoZw80PT876QpSm6bbGL4nmeXFh2W-4fAPqfYFTCJQwmuTQSHbVNy8eZmpZ&s=n4repGJ7CRD767alehJLsZOapXpg4Un85nY4T8Yv7h0&e=
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/FTC-2024-0022-0001-Request-for-Information-on-Consolidation-in-health-care-markets.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsmi=296941971&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9qBFYU1gdiRyjTKmu8JsnOieYkAhJBH6RaPeVdP8pXY0WRV8XeFRHSAtFtBeXUIYweLPi-PaA96F364G-SuPN64k86pZjQ-eipKcgRQfXtVjmoEfk&utm_content=296941971&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/news/press-releases/2023/12/ftc-doj-hhs-work-lower-health-care-drug-costs-promote-competition-benefit-patients-health-care
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FINAL-MASTER-PLATFORM.pdf
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/key-initiatives/hospital-price-transparency
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/key-initiatives/healthplan-price-transparency
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
Administration, including implementing the 
Inflation Reduction Act, and expanding those 
policies to the commercial market. Specifically, 
Harris supports extending the $35 insulin cap and 
the $2000 annual out-of-pocket cap to 
commercial plans and accelerating the speed of 
Medicare drug price negotiations. 
  

a Most Favored Nation or international pricing 
index model, as well as addressing rebates. 
Trump has also indicated in his platform that he 
will expand access to new prescription drug 
options.  

ACA and Private Health Insurance Coverage 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration can be expected to 
continue President Biden’s focus to protect and 
strengthen the ACA and expand access to and 
improve the quality of coverage and make 
coverage more affordable. Regarding the 
Marketplace, their priorities include making 
enhancements to premium tax credits permanent, 
increasing funding for marketing and enrollment 
assistance, and ensuring program integrity. A 
Harris-Walz Administration would also continue 
to implement the No Surprises Act and enforce 
mental health parity requirements.  
 

 
A Trump-Vance Administration may try to repeal 
or undermine the ACA, including through Trump-
era policies to reduce funding for marketing and 
enrollment assistance, terminating payments for 
cost-sharing reductions, and weakening 
guardrails for 1332 waivers. Republicans 
strongly oppose extending enhancements to 
premium tax credits.  
 
Project 2025 (page 469) proposes ways to 
loosen regulations on private health insurance 
and expand options for coverage through 
association health plans, short-term, limited 
duration health plans, and health reimbursement 
arrangements. Project 2025 recommends 
replacing the independent dispute resolution 
process with a “truth-in-advertising approach” 
that would allow parties to resolve disputes 
themselves without an arbiter.   
 

Mental & Behavioral Health 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration would likely 
continue to invest significantly in addressing the 
nation’s mental health crisis and reducing opioid 
overdoses. The Biden Administration launched 
the National Maternal Mental Health Hotline and 
issued new strategic plans to address maternal 
mental health, suicide prevention, and called for 
increased reform to the criminal justice system to 
support people who inject drugs.   
 

 
A Trump-Vance Administration would likely 
propose changes to Medicaid and Marketplace 
plans (See Medicaid and ACA and Private Health 
Insurance Coverage sections for further detail) 
that would have significant impact and 
potentially decrease access to behavioral health 
services for Medicaid beneficiaries and those 
enrolled in Marketplace plans. The Republican 
platform (page 8) also promises to “seal the 
border” and increase penalties for illegal 
immigration as it relates to drug policy.  

https://aspe.hhs.gov/sites/default/files/documents/9376755db2480ad7288aaa5ec38f3d8c/improving-access-to-coverage.pdf
https://www.cbpp.org/sabotage-watch
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_FULL.pdf
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2024/05/14/biden-harris-administration-announces-maternal-mental-health-task-force-national-strategy-improve-maternal-mental-health-care-amid-urgent-public-health-crisis.html#:~:text=The%20five%20pillars%20of%20the,improve%20outcomes%20and%20accountability%3B%20promoting
https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/2024/05/14/biden-harris-administration-announces-maternal-mental-health-task-force-national-strategy-improve-maternal-mental-health-care-amid-urgent-public-health-crisis.html#:~:text=The%20five%20pillars%20of%20the,improve%20outcomes%20and%20accountability%3B%20promoting
https://www.hhs.gov/programs/prevention-and-wellness/mental-health-substance-abuse/national-strategy-suicide-prevention/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2022/04/21/fact-sheet-white-house-releases-2022-national-drug-control-strategy-that-outlines-comprehensive-path-forward-to-address-addiction-and-the-overdose-epidemic/
https://rncplatform.donaldjtrump.com/?_gl=1*1amzqlh*_gcl_aw*R0NMLjE3MjczODMyMzMuQ2owS0NRandqTlMzQmhDaEFSSXNBT3hCTTZvcGhDUWNlYU5LV1hqR0cxcE1wNG9IbFprRkpFem4zc01pT1RYQ24tTUxGYzZuWXpCODc3OGFBclRyRUFMd193Y0I.*_gcl_au*NjYwNjg2MTQyLjE3MjczODMxNDM.&_ga=2.259390601.2058458304.1727383144-2062274167.1727383144&_gac=1.216332516.1727383232.Cj0KCQjwjNS3BhChARIsAOxBM6ophCQceaNKWXjGG1pMp4oHlZkFJEzn3sMiOTXCn-MLFc6nYzB8778aArTrEALw_wcB
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
The Democratic platform (page 73) calls for 
increased access to high quality behavioral health 
services and support for workforce development 
and incentive programs. The platform highlight’s 
Democratic efforts to secure permanent funding 
for Certified Community Behavioral Health 
Clinics, expand school-based mental health 
services, ensure mental health parity.  

 
President Trump has also advocated for 
institutional care for unhoused individuals with 
mental illness, stating that, “And for those who 
are severely mentally ill and deeply disturbed, 
we will bring them back to mental institutions, 
where they belong, with the goal of reintegrating 
them back into society once they are well enough 
to manage” 
 

Health Care Workforce 
 
A Harris-Walz Administration can be expected to 
maintain the Biden Administration’s approach to 
growing the health care workforce.  The 
Democratic party platform outlines the goal to 
invest in programs that train primary care 
practitioners, registered nurses, mental health 
specialists, and others to work across our health 
care system, including in rural and low-income 
areas. 
 

 
The Republican platform does not include any 
policies to address the health care workforce 
shortage.  However, Project 2025 calls for 
policies that would increase the supply of health 
care providers, such as increased telehealth 
access and interstate licensure (a historically 
state matter), including for volunteers wishing to 
provide temporary, charitable services across 
state lines.   The document further encourages 
flexibility in modes of health care delivery, 
including less expensive alternatives to hospitals 
and telehealth independent of expensive air 
ambulances. 
 
It is also likely that the Trump Administration 
would reverse the Nursing Home Minimum 
Staffing Standards regulation recently 
implemented by the Biden Administration.  
Several lawsuits have been filed and legislation 
has passed the Energy & Commerce Committee 
that would reverse the rule.  
 

Artificial Intelligence (AI) 
 
VP Harris supports comprehensive regulation and 
government oversight to address AI risks, such as 
bias, deepfakes, and disinformation. She has 
played a key role in securing voluntary 
commitments from major AI companies to ensure 
responsible AI innovation and safety. Harris has 
emphasized the importance of mitigating AI's 

 
Trump seeks to repeal Biden's AI executive order, 
viewing it as a hindrance to AI innovation, and 
supports an AI strategy focused on "free speech 
and human flourishing," according to the GOP 
platform (page 14).  
  

https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FINAL-MASTER-PLATFORM.pdf
https://www.donaldjtrump.com/agenda47/agenda47-ending-the-nightmare-of-the-homeless-drug-addicts-and-dangerously-deranged
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/medicare-and-medicaid-programs-minimum-staffing-standards-long-term-care-facilities-and-medicaid-0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2023/11/01/fact-sheet-vice-president-harris-announces-new-u-s-initiatives-to-advance-the-safe-and-responsible-use-of-artificial-intelligence/
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
risks while promoting innovation, protecting 
privacy, advancing civil rights, and ensuring AI’s 
development benefits workers and consumers. 
Her leadership has been pivotal in shaping the 
administration's AI safety and equity policies. A 
Harris-Walz Administration would likely build 
and expand on Biden's AI efforts. 
  
Furthermore, the DNC platform (page 73) 
emphasizes regulating AI to protect rights, 
privacy, equity, and security. Initiatives like 
President Biden’s Executive Order on AI safety, 
the AI Bill of Rights, and combating algorithmic 
discrimination highlight efforts to manage AI’s 
societal risks and ensure it serves the public 
interest. The platform supports advancing AI 
through initiatives like the AI Talent Surge and 
the AI Safety Institute, prioritizing funding for AI 
research and development to ensure safe, secure 
AI technologies, while advocating for economic 
fairness, especially in workplaces where AI is 
used. 
 

The focus of Project 2025 on AI is preventing 
China's leadership on AI, and limiting Chinese 
involvement in American AI companies. Project 
2025 also states that AI should be developed to 
reduce and prevent Medicare fraud (page 463).  
 

Nutrition 
 
A Harris-Walz administration would likely 
continue the Biden-Harris administration’s 
support for federal nutrition programs. This 
includes increasing access to and funding for 
SNAP, WIC, school meals, and other food 
programs with a focus on equity. For example, the 
Department of Agriculture implemented summer 
nutrition programs for children and the first 
increase in the value of SNAP benefits. A Harris-
Walz Administration would also continue the 
work that has followed from the White House 
Conference on Nutrition, Hunger, and Health, 
including the Food is Medicine initiative.  
 
Governor Walz signed a bill into law in Minnesota 
to provide universal school meals.  
 

 
A Trump-Vance Administration can be expected 
to focus less on improving access and equity in 
nutrition programs. Similar to the previous Trump 
Administration, they may focus on increasing 
work requirements in SNAP, limiting the 
community eligibility provision (CEP) for school 
meals, and restricting the types of foods that can 
be purchased in SNAP based on nutrition. A 
Trump-Vance Administration would also focus 
more on the intersection of nutrition programs 
and agriculture through programs like Farm to 
School. Food is Medicine has Republican support 
in Congress and could also be advanced by a 
Trum-Vance Administration.  
 
Neither the Republican platform nor Project 
2025 mention nutrition or federal nutrition 
programs.    

https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/07/26/fact-sheet-biden-harris-administration-announces-new-ai-actions-and-receives-additional-major-voluntary-commitment-on-ai/
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FINAL-MASTER-PLATFORM.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-0093.24
https://www.fns.usda.gov/news-item/usda-0093.24
https://fns-prod.azureedge.net/sites/default/files/resource-files/TFP2021.pdf
https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health
https://health.gov/our-work/nutrition-physical-activity/white-house-conference-hunger-nutrition-and-health
https://insidehealthpolicy.com/sites/insidehealthpolicy.com/files/documents/2024/feb/he2024_0267.pdf
https://www.mprnews.org/story/2023/03/17/gov-signs-universal-school-meals-bill-into-law
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-fy2021-budget-summary.pdf
https://www.usda.gov/sites/default/files/documents/usda-fy2021-budget-summary.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senators-broadly-support-food-is-medicine/
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
 

Housing 
 
VP Harris' policy proposal for lowering housing 
costs includes a plan to build 3 million new 
homes in the next four years to address the 
housing shortage and reduce costs for both 
renters and homeowners; a historic expansion of 
the Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (LIHTC) and 
introduces a new tax incentive for homebuilders 
to build starter homes for first-time buyers; builds 
upon the Biden-Harris administration’s innovation 
fund by proposing $40 billion to support local 
solutions for increasing housing supply, 
innovative construction financing, and affordable 
home development; and offering up to $25,000 in 
downpayment support for first-time homebuyers.  
  
Additionally, the DNC platform follows a 
"Housing First" approach, emphasizing housing as 
a first step to rebuilding lives, and prioritizes 
expanding rental assistance and housing for 
homeless populations. The platform also pledges 
to crack down on corporate landlords, rental price 
gouging, and unfair fees, including by capping 
rent increases in LIHTC properties. Furthermore, 
the platform outlines plans to expand housing 
assistance for veterans as part of broader rental 
assistance programs. 
 
 

 
The GOP platform (page 14) focuses on reducing 
mortgage rates by cutting inflation, promotes 
homeownership through tax incentives, and 
supports home construction on federal lands. 
The platform also advocates redirecting 
resources from services for undocumented 
immigrants to support homeless veterans, and 
reducing regulations seen as driving up housing 
costs. 
  
Project 2025's proposals for HUD reform focus 
on curbing bureaucratic overreach by placing 
politically appointed leadership in key HUD 
positions, reducing regulatory measures like 
climate change initiatives, and reversing 
progressive policies, including Biden-era 
programs like Affirmatively Furthering Fair 
Housing (AFFH) and the Property Appraisal and 
Valuation Equity (PAVE) initiative. It also 
advocates for stricter eligibility for housing 
assistance, prioritizing citizens over noncitizens, 
encouraging homeownership through wealth-
building short-term mortgages, and increasing 
flexibility for states and localities in land use and 
public housing management, while de-
emphasizing federal intervention in local housing 
markets.  
 

Economic Opportunity 
 
Building a strong middle class is a primary goal of 
the Harris-Walz Administration.  VP Harris most 
recently outlined her economic position in a 
speech in Pennsylvania.  It is also outlined in 
chapters one, two, and three of the Democratic 
platform including expanding good jobs, investing 
in small businesses, reducing poverty, lowering 
family taxes, and lowering costs across the board. 
 

 
The $4 trillion 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act 
expires at the end of 2025. A Trump-Vance 
Administration is in favor of renewing and 
potentially expanding these. The GOP platform 
emphasizes building the greatest economy in 
history by reducing consumer prices, expanding 
tax cuts for workers, eliminating taxes on tips, 
and reinstating deregulation approaches from 
Trump’s previous administration, which the 

https://mailchi.mp/press.kamalaharris.com/vice-president-harris-lays-out-agenda-to-lower-costs-for-american-families
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FINAL-MASTER-PLATFORM.pdf
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-14.pdf
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=XokApnr_Cak
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024_Democratic_Party_Platform_8a2cf8.pdf
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
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Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
Her Administration plans to advocate for several 
initiatives including making the child tax credit 
permanent; creating 12 weeks of national paid 
family and medical leave; implementing new tax 
breaks for 100 million Americans including a 
$6,000 tax credit for parents during the first year 
of their child’s life; expanding fiscal incentives for 
new businesses and access to capital for small 
businesses; investing in apprenticeships; 
advocating for public-private partnerships; and 
making the enhanced APTCs permanent.  
 
A key vehicle for her economic priorities is the $4 
trillion 2017 Tax Cuts and Jobs Act, which is set 
to expire December 31, 2025.  
 

platform asserts saved Americans $11,000 per 
household.   
 
While President Trump supported paid family 
leave during his first Administration, the issue is 
not mentioned in the current GOP platform, 
leaving its status uncertain during a second 
potential term.  

Gun Safety & Firearm Violence Prevention 
 
Harris and Walz are both strong advocates for 
firearm violence prevention and will likely take a 
stance that balances responsible gun ownership 
with evidence-based approaches to reducing 
firearm violence.  
 
As Vice President, Harris led the first White 
House Office of Gun Violence Prevention. The 
Biden-Harris Administration signed the Bipartisan 
Safer Communities Act into law; finalized 
regulations strengthening background check, safe 
storage, and other evidence-based measures; and 
issued a Surgeon General’s Advisory declaring 
firearm violence a public health crisis. Most 
recently, on Sept. 26th, the White House signed 
an Executive Order on Combating Emerging 
Firearm Threats and Improving School-Based 
Active Shooter Drills, which includes a new 
Emerging Threats Task Force to address 
unserialized or undetectable 3D-printed guns and 
machine-gun conversion devises. 
 
On the campaign trail, Harris has underscored her 
support for the Second Amendment – 
highlighting her status as a gun-owner– while 

 
Former President Trump is a staunch supporter 
of gun rights and a second Trump term is likely 
to be similar to the first.  He opposes bans on 
assault-style weapons and high-capacity 
magazines, and has limited federal gun 
regulations.   
 
The Republican Platform does not mention “gun” 
nor “firearm.”  It advocates for policies that return 
America to “common sense” and places a top 
priority on “defending our constitution, our bill of 
rights, and… the right to keep and bear arms” 
(see pg. 6).  
 
In the face of mass gun violence in schools and 
elsewhere, former President Trump and Vice 
Presidential candidate Vance have said that such 
violence is a “fact of life” and “we have to learn 
to live with it.” 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/ogvp/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/ogvp/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2938/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/117th-congress/senate-bill/2938/text
https://www.hhs.gov/surgeongeneral/priorities/firearm-violence/index.html
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/09/26/executive-order-on-combating-emerging-firearms-threats-and-improving-school-based-active-shooter-drills/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/09/26/executive-order-on-combating-emerging-firearms-threats-and-improving-school-based-active-shooter-drills/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/presidential-actions/2024/09/26/executive-order-on-combating-emerging-firearms-threats-and-improving-school-based-active-shooter-drills/
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf


1301 K Street NW, Suite 300W 

Washington, D.C. 20005 

(202) 309-0796 

 

 

13 
 

Harris-Walz Trump-Vance 
advocating for such measures as reinstating the 
assault weapons ban, banning high capacity 
magazines, and passing universal background 
checks, safe storage laws, and a national red flag 
law.  Additionally, per the platform (see pgs. 39-
40), the Harris-Walz Administration aims to 
eliminate the gun industry’s immunity from 
liability and to increase funding for community 
violence interventions, gun violence research at 
the CDC and NIH, background checks at the FBI, 
and enforcement at the Bureau of Alcohol, 
Tobacco, and Firearms.  A Harris-Walz 
Administration will continue this work.    

 
Immigration 

 
VP Harris has emphasized the need for 
comprehensive reform of the U.S. immigration 
system, advocating for a bipartisan border deal 
that includes increased funding for border agents, 
enhanced detention facilities, and improved 
fentanyl detection technology. She supports a 
mixed approach that combines strict border 
enforcement with provisions favored by 
immigration advocates.  
  
Proposed changes, echoed in the DNC platform 
(page 65) include raising the eligibility standards 
for asylum seekers, implementing a "protection 
determination" process for expedited cases, 
increasing ICE detention capacity, and creating 
pathways to citizenship for long-term 
undocumented individuals, including DACA 
recipients. Harris also aims to boost legal 
immigration through additional green cards and 
ensure adequate funding for asylum officers, 
border patrol, and legal assistance for vulnerable 
populations. 
 
 

 
The GOP platform (page 12) pledges to restore 
Trump-era border policies, complete the border 
wall, shift federal resources toward immigration 
enforcement, and use advanced technology and 
military resources to stop illegal immigration, 
including deploying troops and naval forces for 
drug interception. Trump would prioritize merit-
based immigration, ending chain migration, and 
implement strict deportation policies for illegal 
immigrants, including large-scale deportations 
and enhanced vetting to prevent extremists from 
entering the country. 
  
Project 2025 recommends immediately 
submitting notices of proposed rulemaking to 
withdraw the Biden Administration’s public 
charge regulations and reissuing the Trump 
Administration’s public charge rule. The platform 
specifically notes that it recommends reissuing 
the rule “including aspects from its original notice 
of proposed rulemaking” (page 145) which 
suggests there may be elements in the original 
proposed rule that were not included in the 
Trump Administration’s 2019 final rule that 
Project 2025 wants to include under a future 
Administration.  
 

https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024_Democratic_Party_Platform_8a2cf8.pdf
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/09/2024_Democratic_Party_Platform_8a2cf8.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/briefing-room/statements-releases/2024/02/04/statement-from-vice-president-kamala-harris-on-the-bipartisan-senate-national-security-agreement/
https://democrats.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/08/FINAL-MASTER-PLATFORM.pdf
https://www.2024gopplatform.com/assets/files/RNC2024-Platform.pdf
https://www.cbsnews.com/news/trump-public-charge-rule-immigration-green-card-public-assistance/
https://static.project2025.org/2025_MandateForLeadership_CHAPTER-05.pdf
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2025 Congressional Preview  
 
The outcomes of the November election will play a big part in the priorities of the next Congress.  A 
divided Congress where one party controls the House, and the other party controls the Senate will likely 
limit productivity. If one party control both Houses of Congress, that party will set the agenda and be able 
to more easily advance their policy priorities. This is especially the case if the same party controls the 
White House. It is important to note, however, that no matter what party controls the Houses of Congress, 
the margins are likely to be slim which will likely require bipartisanship to legislate.  
 

Budget Reconciliation  
 
When both Congress and the White House are controlled by the same party, but the margin of control is 
slim, the only way for the controlling party to get through more partisan parts of their agenda is to rely on 
the budget reconciliation process.  Reconciliation requires a simple majority vote in the Senate, rather than 
a 60-vote, filibuster proof threshold.  This is how the Inflation Reduction Act was passed in 2022, and the 
Trump Tax cuts were passed in 2017.  In order for a policy to be attached to a budget reconciliation bill, 
the Congressional Budget Act requires that it cause a change in spending, revenues, and/or the federal 
debt limit. This can include most “mandatory” or entitlement spending such as Medicare, Medicaid, SNAP, 
and farm programs, though changing spending usually requires amending underlying statutes as well.   
 

Congressional Priorities 
 
In addition to the November election, key factors for health policymaking in 2025 are what Congress 
accomplishes (or does not accomplish) during the lame duck session. In addition to finishing the fiscal year 
(FY) 25 budget process, if Congress can move pending legislation, such as the Lower Cost More 
Transparency Act (LCMT), in 2024 they could preserve capacity for more complicated policy negotiations 
next year, when the new Congress will have a full plate.  Not only will they need to pass the annual 
budget, which is always complicated, but the looming reinstatement of the debt limit on January 2, 2025, 
and the expiration of the Trump-era tax cuts and the ACA premium tax credits are all on the agenda for 
next year. The debt ceiling debate may complicate any policy negotiations. How long the Treasury 
Department can use extraordinary measures to prevent the United States from defaulting on its 
obligations is uncertain. In 2023, Treasury implemented extraordinary measures from January 19, 2023, 
to June 5, 2023.  
 
If Congress does pass an end of the year package in 2024 that includes some of the transparency and 
PBM reforms that have been the priority of this Congress, there will still be plenty of health care policy to 
focus on next year.  Lawmakers have already laid the groundwork to take on other issues including as 
Medicare physician payment reform and a Next Generation CURES bill. Additionally, health care 
workforce, Medicare Advantage oversight, mental health legislation and, PAHPA reauthorization are all 
areas where members of both parties have shown an interest.   
 

https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/051723_phys_payment_cc_white_paper.pdf
https://degette.house.gov/media-center/press-releases/reps-degette-bucshon-seek-stakeholder-input-next-generation-cures-bill
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See Table 2 for a timeline of key dates in 2025 (i.e., windows for policymaking) and Table 2 for a list of 
policy priorities, organized into the following categories: areas of bipartisan from 2024 that may be carried 
into 2025 if not featured in a lame duck package; and key policy areas that could be addressed in 2025 
and beyond.  
   

Table 2. Timeline of Key Dates in 2025  
 

Date Event or Deadline 
January 2, 2025 • Federal debt limit reinstated; extraordinary measures will delay potential 

government default 
April 30, 2025 • Automatic spending cuts will be triggered if Congress fails to pass all 12 

regular appropriations bills by April 30 (FY 2023 levels minus 1 percent) 
X date, 2025  • Day on which Treasury Department exhausts extraordinary measures; 

timing is uncertain and depends on 2025 tax collections and cash on 
hand 

September 30, 2025 • End of FY 2025 
• Deadline to pass continuing resolution or government funding for FY 

2026 to avert government shutdown 
December 31, 2025 • Expiration of enhancements to ACA premium tax credits; practically, 

issuers need to know in spring/summer 2025 to prepare plans for Open 
Enrollment beginning November 1, 2025 

• Expiration of various TCJA tax provisions 
 

Table 3. Policy Priorities for Congress 
 

Bipartisan Support for Policies in 2024 that May 
be Carried Over if not Included in Lame Duck 

Policies to Possibly be Addressed in 2025 and 
Beyond 

• Health care transparency 
• PBM policies 
• Drug patents 
• Medicare site-neutral payments 
• Enhanced ACA premium tax credits  

 

• 340B 
• Artificial intelligence 
• Cures 2.0 
• Maternal health workforce 
• Medicare Part B physician payment 
• Mental health parity 
• Privacy 
• Generic drug shortages 
• Medicare Advantage 
• PAHPA Reauthorization  

 

Changes in Congressional Committees 
 
With every new Congress comes changes in Committees based on retirements, losses, and new members.  
Below we highlight the four main committees of jurisdiction over health care and identify which members 
have announced they are retiring, seeking a new office, or are in a particularly difficult re-election 
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campaign. An asterisk (*) denotes Health Subcommittee. The names of members are bolded if their 
membership may change.  
 
The leadership of the Committees, for the most part, is expected to be the same, though the positions of 
Chair and Ranking Member will depend on the outcome of the election. The one exception is the House 
Energy and Commerce Committee.  Both the current Chairperson, Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (R-WA) 
and the Health Subcommittee Ranking Member, Rep. Anna Eshoo (D-CA) are retiring.  Rep. Bob Latta (R-
OH) is the next most senior member in line to take over the Republican leadership position of the 
Committee, but Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY) is also seeking the position.  Rep. Guthrie is currently the Chair 
of the Health Subcommittee.  It is expected that Rep. Diana DeGette (D-CO), who will be the second most 
senior Democrat on the Committee after Rep. Frank Pallone (D-NJ), will take the lead Democratic position 
on the Health Subcommittee. 
 

Table 4. Senate Finance Committee Membership 
 

Democrats Republicans 
Sen. Ron Wyden (OR) – Chairman Senator Mike Crapo (ID) – Ranking Member 

Sen. Debbie Stabenow (MI) – Retiring Sen. Chuck Grassley (IA)* 
Sen. Maria Cantwell (WA)  In cycle, but safe Sen. John Cornyn (TX) 

Sen. Bob Menendez (NJ)* - Resigned Sen. John Thune (SD)* 
Sen. Thomas Carper (DE)*- Retiring Sen. Tim Scott (SC)* 

Sen. Ben Cardin (MD)*- Health Sub Chair, 
Retiring 

Sen. Bill Cassidy (LA)* 

Sen. Sherrod Brown (OH)- In cycle and at risk Sen. James Lankford (OK)* 
Sen. Michael Bennett (CO) Sen. Steve Daines (MT) – Health Sub. RM* 

Sen. Bob Casey (PA)*- In cycle and at risk Sen. Todd Young (KS)* 
Sen. Mark Warner (VA)* Sen. John Barrasso (WY)* - In cycle but safe 

Sen. Sheldon Whitehouse (RI)* In cycle but safe Sen. Ron Johnson (WI) 
Sen. Maggie Hassan (NH)* Sen. Thom Tillis (NC) 

Sen. Catherine Cortez Masto (NV)* Sen. Marsha Blackburn (TN)- In cycle but safe 
Sen. Elizabeth Warren (MA)*- In cycle but safe  

 
Table 5.  Senate Health, Education, Labor and Pensions Committee Membership  

 
Democrats Republicans 

  
Senator Bernie Sanders (VT)1 – Chair In cycle but 

safe 
Senator Bill Cassidy (LA) – Ranking Member 

Sen. Patty Murray (WA)* Sen. Rand Paul (KY)* 
Sen. Bob Casey (PA)- In cycle and at risk Sen. Susan Collins (ME)* 

Sen. Tammy Baldwin (WI)*- In cycle and at risk Sen. Lisa Murkowski (AK)* 

 
1 Technically an Independent but caucuses with Democrats. 
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Sen. Chris Murphy (CT)*- In cycle but safe Sen. Mike Braun (IN)*- In cycle but safe 
Sen. Tim Kaine (VA)- In cycle but safe Sen. Roger Marshall (KS)*- Ranking Member 

Health Subcommittee 
Sen. Maggie Hassan (NH)* Sen. Mitt Romney (UT)*- Retiring  

Sen. Tina Smith (MN)* Sen. Tommy Tuberville (AL) 
Sen. Ben Ray Lujan (NM)* Sen. Markwayne Mullin (OK)*- In cycle but safe 

Sen. John Hickenlooper (CO)* Sen. Ted Budd (NC)* 
Sen. Edward Markey (MA)*- Chair, Health 

Subcommittee  
 

 
Table 6. House Ways and Means Committee Membership 

 
Democrats Republicans 

Rep. Richard Neal (MA)- Ranking Member Rep. Jason Smith (MO) - Chair 
Rep. Lloyd Doggett (TX) – Health Subcommittee 

Ranking Member* 
Rep. Vern Buchanan (FL) – Health Subcommittee 

Chair* 
Rep. Mike Thompson (CA)* Rep. Adrian Smith (NE)* 

Rep. John Larson (CT) Rep. Mike Kelly (PA)* 
Rep. Earl Blumenauer (OR)*- Retiring Rep. David Schweikert (AZ)- at risk  
Rep. Bill Pascrell (NJ)- passed away Rep. Darin LaHood (IL) 

Rep. Danny Davis (IL)* Rep. Brad Wenstrup (OH)*- Retiring  
Rep. Linda Sanchez (CA) Rep. Jodey Arrington (TX) 

Rep. Steven Horsford (NV) Rep. Drew Ferguson (GA)- Retiring  
Rep. Terri Sewell (AL)* Rep. Ron Estes (KS) 

Rep. Suzan DelBene (WA) Rep. Lloyd Smucker (PA) 
Rep. Judy Chu (CA)* Rep. Kevin Hern (OK)* 

Rep. Gwen Moore (WI) Rep. Carol Miller (WV)* 
Rep. Dan Kildee (MI)- Retiring Rep. Greg Murphy (NC)* 

Rep. Don Beyer (VA) Rep. David Kustoff (TN) 
Rep. Dwight Evans (PA)* Rep. Brian Fitzpatrick (PA)*- at risk 
Rep. Brad Schneider (IL) Rep. Greg Steube (FL) 
Rep. Jimmy Panetta (CA) Rep. Claudia Tenney (NY)* 

 Rep. Michelle Fischbach (MN) 
 Rep. Blake Moore (UT)* 
 Rep. Michelle Steel (CA)*- at risk  
 Rep. Beth Van Duyne (TX) 
 Rep. Randy Feenstra (IA) 
 Rep. Nicole Malliotakis (NY) 
 Rep. Mike Carey (OH) 

 
Table 7. House Energy and Commerce Committee Membership 

 
Democrats Republicans 
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Rep. Frank Pallone (NJ) – Ranking Member* Rep. Cathy McMorris Rodgers (WA) – Chair*- 
Retiring 

Rep. Anna Eshoo (CA) – Health Subcommittee 
Ranking Member*- Retiring 

Rep. Michael Burgess (TX)*- Retiring 

Rep. Diana DeGette (CO) Rep. Bob Latta (OH)*  
Rep. Jan Schakowsky (IL) Rep. Brett Guthrie (KY) – Health Subcommittee 

Chair* 
Rep. Doris Matsui (CA) Rep Morgan Griffith (VA)* 
Rep. Kathy Castor (FL) Rep. Gus Bilirakis (FL)* 

Rep. John Sarbanes (MD)*- Retiring  Rep. Bill Johnson (OH)* 
Rep. Paul Tonko (NY) Rep. Larry Bucshon (IN) – Health Subcommittee 

Vice-Chair*- Retiring 
Rep. Yvette Clark (NY) Rep. Richard Hudson (NC)* 

Rep. Tony Cardenas (CA)*- Retiring  Rep. Tim Walberg (MI) 
Rep. Raul Ruiz (CA)* Rep. Buddy Carter (GA)* 

Rep. Scott Peters (CA) Rep. Jeff Duncan (SC)- Retiring 
Rep. Debbie Dingell (MI)* Rep. Gary Palmer (AL) 

Rep. Marc Veasey (TX) Rep. Neal Dunn (FL)* 
Rep. Ann Kuster (NH)*- Retiring  Rep. John Curtis (UT)- Running for other office 

Rep. Robin Kelly (IL)* Rep. Debbie Lesko (AZ)- Retiring  
Rep. Nanette Barragan (CA)* Rep. Greg Pence (IN)*- Retiring 

Rep. Lisa Blunt Rochester (DE)*- Running for 
other office 

Rep. Dan Crenshaw (TX)* 

Rep. Angie Craig (MN)* Rep. John Joyce (PA)* 
Rep. Kim Schrier (WA)* Rep. Kelly Armstrong (ND)- Running for other 

office 
Rep. Lori Trahan (MA)* Rep. Randy Weber (TX) 
Rep. Lizzie Fletcher (TX) Rep. Rick Allen (GA) 

 Rep. Troy Balderson (OH) 
 Rep. Russ Fulcher (ID) 
 Rep. August Pfluger (TX) 
 Rep. Diana Harshbarger (TN)* 
 Rep. Mariannette Miller-Meeks (IA)* 
 Rep. Kat Cammack (FL) 
 Rep. Jay Obernolte (CA)* 

 


