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Happy New Year! Welcome back to a new year and a new Congress! This afternoon a Joint Session of
Congress will convene for the counting of the electoral ballots to certify the election of Donald Trump as
the next President. On Tuesday, former President Jimmy Carter will arrive in Washington to lie in state
at the U.S. Capitol until Thursday morning when he will be taken to the National Cathedral for a State
Funeral.

The 119%™ Congress was sworn in on Friday, giving the Republican party control of both the House and
the Senate by the very slimmest of margins. Also on Friday, Congressman Mike Johonson (R-LA) was re-
elected Speaker of the House, though not without some minor drama. The Republicans hold 219 seats,
the Democrats hold 215 and there is one open seat. Mr. Johson could only afford to lose one vote and
still be elected Speaker. Initially Representatives Thomas Massie (R-KY), Ralph Norman (R-SC), and Keith
Self (R-TX) all voted for other members, leaving Mr. Johnson two votes shy of the majority. After some
arm-twisting from President-elect Trump, Representatives Norman and Self were convinced to switch
their votes and Johnson was re-elected Speaker. However, the angst surrounding the vote are indicative
of the difficulties that Johnson will continue to have governing a diverse and far from unified party.

New Committee Membership: Prior to the holidays, incoming Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD)
announced the Republican Committee Assignments for the 119% Congress. Last week, Senate Minority
Leader, Chuck Schumer (D-NY) finalized the Democratic membership of the Senate Committees. Of note,
Republican Senator Roger Marshall (R-KS) was added to the Senate Finance Committee on the
Republican side while Senators Bernie Sanders (I-VT), Ben Ray Lujan (D-NM), Tina Smith (D-MN),
Raphael Warnock (D-GA), and Peter Welch (D-VT) were all added to the Democratic side. Republican
Senators Tim Scott (R-SC), Josh Hawley (R-MO), Jim Banks (R-IN), Mike Crapo (R-ID) and Marsha
Blackburn (R-TN) were all added to the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee along
with newly elected Democratic Senators Andy Kim (D-NJ), Lisa Blunt Rochester (D-DE), and Angela
Alsobrooks (D-MD).

In December, Republican House Steering Committee announced their committee assignments for the
119% Congress. New members of the Ways and Means Committee include Rep. Aaron Bean (R-FL); Rep.
Max Miller (R-OH); Rep. Nathaniel Moran (R-TX); and Rep. Rudy Yakym (R-IN). New Republican members
of the Energy and Commerce Committee include Rep. Cliff Bentz (R-OR); Rep. Erin Houchin (R-IN); Rep.
Russell Fry (R-SC); Rep. Laurel Lee (R-FL); Rep. Craig Goldman (R-TX); Rep. Rep. Tom Kean (R-NJ); Rep.
Julie Fedorchak (R-ND); Rep. Nick Langworthy (R-NY); Rep. Gabe Evans (R-CO); and, Rep. Mike Rulli (R-
OH). House Democrats are expected announce their Committee assignments soon.

Trump Nominee Confirmation Hearings: It is expected that Senate Committees will start to announce
confirmation hearings for President-elect Trump’s nominees, with the first hearings occurring next week.


https://www.thune.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/2024/12/thune-announces-senate-republican-committee-assignments-for-the-119th-congress
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/newsroom/press-releases/leader-schumer-announces-new-senate-democratic-committee-assignments
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It is widely expected that confirmation hearings for Senator Marco Rubio and Pete Hegseth, Mr. Trump’s
nominees for Secretary of State and Secretary of Defense, will occur first.

Continuing Resolution and Debt Ceiling: Prior to the holidays, and just hours before a potential
shutdown, Congress passed a slimmed-down continuing resolution (CR) that will fund the federal
government and extend expiring health care provisions through March 31, 2025 (Impact Summary). The
CR also includes $130 billion in disaster and farm aid with no offsets. After opposition from President-
elect Trump and Elon Musk, a co-lead of the “Department of Government Efficiency”, the package did not
include many health provisions that were originally included. The CR also did not address the debt limit,
something that Congress will need to address in the coming months.

Regulatory Update

Below, we briefly highlight regulatory activity during the holidays. Our detailed summaries are
forthcoming.

e Contraceptive Coverage — The Departments of Treasury, Labor, and Health and Human
Services withdrew a proposed rule intended to expand access to contraceptive services. If
finalized, an “individual contraceptive arrangement” would have covered contraceptives with no
cost-sharing for individuals with health insurance that claims a religious exemption to the ACA
requirements (IHPP summary of proposed rule).

e Nonprescription Drug Product — FDA issued a final rule intended to increase options for
applicants to develop and market safe and effective nonprescription drug products, which could
improve public health by broadening the types of nonprescription drug products available to
consumers. The final rule would establish requirements for a drug product that could be
marketed as a nonprescription drug product with an additional condition for nonprescription use
(ACNU) that an applicant must implement to ensure appropriate self-selection, appropriate
actual use, or both by consumers.

e HIPAA Cybersecurity — HHS issued a proposed rule intended to increase the cybersecurity of
electronic protected health information.

e Children's Hospitals Graduate Medical Education (CHGME) Payment Program — HRSA
announced a request for public comment on updating the Children's Hospitals Graduate Medical
Education (CHGME) Payment Program's method of determining an eligible children's hospital
(as defined within the Public Health Service Act) weighted allopathic and osteopathic full-time
equivalent (FTE) resident count when a children's hospital's weighted allopathic and osteopathic
FTE resident count exceeds its direct graduate medical education (GME) FTE resident cap in
order to be consistent with the methodology used by the Centers for Medicare & Medicaid
Services.

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) completed reviewing the following:


https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20241216/ARA%2012.20.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/?post_type=content_entry&p=87329&preview=true
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/30/2024-31239/coverage-of-certain-preventive-services-under-the-affordable-care-act
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/new-proposed-rules-to-expand-access-to-contraceptive-services-under-aca-comments-due-april-3/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/12/26/2024-30261/nonprescription-drug-product-with-an-additional-condition-for-nonprescription-use
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/01/06/2024-30983/hipaa-security-rule-to-strengthen-the-cybersecurity-of-electronic-protected-health-information
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Tobacco Product Standard — The proposed rule would establish a maximum nicotine level in
cigarettes and certain other finished tobacco products.

also reviewing the following:

Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2026 — The final rule sets forth payment
parameters and provisions related to the risk adjustment programs; cost-sharing parameters;
and user fees for issuers offering plans on Federally-facilitated Exchanges and State-based
Exchanges using the Federal platform.

Healthcare System Resiliency and Modernization — The proposed rule would revise and
update national emergency preparedness requirements for Medicare- and Medicaid-
participating providers and suppliers (was set for December 2023).

Policy Round-Up: CBO, GAO Reports on ACA Premium Tax Credits; DACA Marketplace
Eligibility — Available here.

Impact Budget Reconciliation Primer — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Medicaid Outlook: Threats and Opportunities — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Insights for Impact: the 340B Drug Pricing Program-— In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Impact 2024 Election Outlook and 2025 Congressional Preview — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank

here.

Fri. (12/20)

Congress passed a slimmed-down continuing resolution (CR) that will fund the federal
government and extend expiring health care provisions through March 31, 2025. Details.

SFC Chair Wyden released a report on eight hospitals that reportedly denied or delayed
emergency reproductive health for pregnant women in potential violation of the EMTALA post-
Dobbs. Details.

Thurs. (12/19)

Sens. Cassidy, Cortez-Masto, and Bennet released draft legislation to improve the Medicare
GME program and provide new residency slots. Details.

Weds. (12/18)

The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Competition Policy, Antitrust, and Consumer
Rights convened a hearing to discuss the critical need for continued antitrust enforcement and
reform across various sectors. Details.

Tues. (12/17)

Congress released the text of the health care package to be included in the CR. Details.


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=821961
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202404&RIN=0938-AV41
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=343763
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/policy-round-up-cbo-gao-reports-on-aca-premium-tax-credits-daca-marketplace-eligibility/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/budget-reconciliation-what-it-is-how-its-been-used-recently-how-it-might-be-used-in-2025/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/medicaid-risks-opportunities-in-the-incoming-administration-policy-pathways-for-enacting-them/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-the-340b-drug-pricing-program/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/2024-election-outlook-and-2025-congressional-preview/
https://docs.house.gov/billsthisweek/20241216/ARA%2012.20.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/?post_type=content_entry&p=87329&preview=true
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/emtala_report.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/chair-wyden-calls-on-hospitals-providers-to-protect-access-to-emergency-abortion-care/
https://www.cassidy.senate.gov/wp-content/uploads/2024/12/GME-Reform-Draft-Text.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_0NUIF9UCbM6bKXCPI6muvz_pVu26tYs9LqUB-VDWHp6C6gW46zvxMOVbFcGH9BQsLgmYy
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-medicare-gme-working-group-releases-draft-legislation-with-5000-additional-slots/
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/continuing-a-bipartisan-path-forward-for-antitrust-enforcement-and-reform
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-judiciary-subcommittee-highlights-bipartisan-efforts-to-strengthen-antitrust-enforcement/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/congress-releases-text-of-health-care-package-to-be-included-in-the-cr/
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Fri. (12/20)

e AHRQ issued a request for nominations to serve as members of the USPSTF. Details.
e The USDA FNS announced new USDA Nutrition Hubs and shared the results of its school meal
supply chain survey. Details.

Thurs. (12/19)
e CMS released the National Health Expenditures 2023 Estimates, providing a detailed look into
U.S. healthcare spending. Details.

Weds. (12/18)
e CMMI announced four state Medicaid agencies, Michigan, New York, Oklahoma, and South
Carolina, have been selected for the Innovation in Behavioral Health Model. Details.
e CMS released the draft Medicare Transaction Facilitator (MTF) agreements. Comments are due
January 31. Details.

Tues. (12/17)

e DHS issued final rules that would make changes to the H-1B and H-2 visa programs. Details.

Mon. (12/16)

o CMMI released its seventh biennial report to Congress. Details.

o The CBO released a report presenting 76 policy options aimed at reducing the federal budget
deficit over the next decade (2025-2034). Details.

e HHS released the Health Data, Technology, and Interoperability: Protecting Care Access final
rule. Details.

e The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement Advisory
Committee (CLIAC). Nominations are due July 1. Details.

o The USDA FNS released a rule to finalize provisions from the Fiscal Responsibility Act (FRA) of
2023 impacting SNAP work requirements. Details.

e January 27: CMS released the CY 2026 Policy and Technical Changes to the MAand Part D
Medicare Cost Plan Program, and Programs of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE) proposed
rule. Details.

e February 2: The FDA released draft guidance entitled “Notifying FDA of a Permanent
Discontinuance in the Manufacture or an Interruption of the Manufacture of an Infant Formula.
Details.

o February 25: CMMI released an RFA for the Cell and Gene Therapy Access Model. Details.

e February 25: CMMI released a NOFO to apply for Cooperative Agreement funding to support

states’ participation in the Cell and Gene Therapy (CGT) Access Model. Details.
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https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW-2DL5X7fDV1WW7yshlw972b4PW1RGk9h5pQ-5FdSMJvQmC5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3n9N6tc-2DNQ3J4CqW2fNFxZ4P8D7PW864XGT8vkhM-5FW3pc37m1gk3S0W8kWZmh1JvVmDW7d9Fbd88Dx5rW7dvNgb2-5FlBdSW59WYbv2SFCwJW85v65W2-2DGVxTW3zRjjN1D-2DRbpW7s53VD7vBDGnW7phN-5FP2dmfplN8cYWNdMWW3GW8G0W195k-2Dw-2D4W7CxzHK5q8-5F3MW72Y31R2dDpHCW7NHSFp5yvYHkW6ccdk08xZJ2nW4sPR5k4hPwCbW5Y24ND73FF-5FKN2KqCl-2DSSTLDW84FsxM7Y13xTW2qzws65JtLwvW7sZRn04rFj3hW1xrTfc1F7lMwW165WvJ7KH3T-5FVrcl2n2cDKHMW4Fh3-5FC7YCmc2W7hZhT837QR3jVKnl9n2S-5F2ZNW2PLGrm7jTKZDW8hSzz52tV8tTW415cb-5F8SMYlgW89ZP4Q57NXfwW6BmnMk1DjQR8W19xBKt18G-2DfNf54SYmz04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=g96FIl_m4wdQjdXLHyN1BAFZ72Ci9QA_BH6ai8Q9VM9YXl9Trk7lNmspwwyPNlCG&s=8ARLVRdgBr901-chNwh-WyRRmJg6gFoQu5l_YcoI6wk&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nominations-for-u-s-preventive-services-task-force-due-march-15/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fns-shares-new-nutrition-hubs-and-school-food-supply-chain-data/
https://www.cms.gov/data-research/statistics-trends-and-reports/national-health-expenditure-data/historical
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-releases-2023-national-health-expenditures-estimates-u-s-health-care-spending-increases-7-5/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/innovation-behavioral-health-ibh-model
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-announces-michigan-new-york-oklahoma-and-south-carolina-will-participate-in-the-innovation-in-behavioral-health-ibh-model/
https://www.cms.gov/inflation-reduction-act-and-medicare/medicare-drug-price-negotiation
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-medicare-transaction-facilitator-agreements-for-dispensing-entities-and-manufacturers-in-the-medicare-drug-price-negotiation-program-released-comments-due-january-31/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW3SJ26qyS1CW1qjgyB3XCGKjW8SvcRS5pJlngN5j5FQR3m2ndW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3mjW7ZG-2Dxj7pwdsQW45FdfP30SyjlW6QbS9Z2Kvc9cW1P1QV-5F1t31jcW33Dg-5Fp3-2Dm8NPVfXTh124Nh-2DyW8Vs1z53gmdGwW97fPpV8d-5FWPxW4N3T3g85jV1RW9lLW7V2mpv8WW4hg-5F0q13xVTNW2vt6R78VHSmKW4lQ9WG6SlKc-2DW6K6l3Z47JDNnW4qpBcl30StKGW3PhjqL3vql-5FkW74BpPX2XMGtNW8g7FW85pSSb4W3-2D64TK7V3k7ZW2T8pfW8XxVwwVDm0Yc2qRwcZW6t366g7Q1yhPW74gfb2447BM1Vst3bJ14-2D9N8W67gS1c4khsMyW4ySNqF1Cmrybf7Zkct604&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=Zcovuzr-Nic_IYjSqQAG_hqEN5ids5Won2i2s2mo35UwQgoiMW5XYAHnHVi1JxEf&s=sWvdybtRDdw2DvAim_w36UxlhRt5kmizjYfw9C0SUWE&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW3SJ26qyS1CW1qjgyB3XCGKjW8SvcRS5pJlngN5j5FQR3m2ndW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3m5W45ddBy2xWlY4W36F4yN39VXHMW5Q3hWY13yVtMN7SwHMbRDtmgW8vvkGK1FrfK2W5BTMg68BhkKPW75PzRD7MXsgbVRndK811JmzbW2qdGNL8nJvZ4W2QbL0w4sY57-5FW4XmSST3N0tY5W58-5F-2DpG8QhW4VW1Ckb0f1YQjbHW3lWK2-5F18BnYgW3M9mCQ407t8MW3BYvnV55cWr7N5ZCfWDj34PJW1vLL547dnyYbVkQfH262CDy8W6QfXTw39zK22N1HfvHR1TxlhW3ZfjBD1NJPTHW58Y-5F2X5ZY6NhW6G5hM37T1z9VW6NlVsR3kxVyPN78h9yzJcmmFf97bHbn04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=Zcovuzr-Nic_IYjSqQAG_hqEN5ids5Won2i2s2mo35UwQgoiMW5XYAHnHVi1JxEf&s=XnU6mn1hXHyvEph0v2TIGDSZHDpNJ6Aeel-i3KMF-Ys&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-issues-final-rules-modifying-h-1b-and-h-2-visa-programs/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/data-and-reports/2024/rtc-2024?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_jWQh4ka9VjMVS7PwXeeCIt0___aEIPs_nZwnjLasHw32krnQP0dTl2F7mpjrxlBwWGn8E
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-center-releases-seventh-biennial-report-to-congress/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VXdfb45thcV-2DW1GY8r01L-2DSJyW76My975pGjDTN3Qcf8Y3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3kQW8QjmVt3QsZ46W7Wqwp22sfCSZF1zxJHl2X0VW3CQbCB1nLR-2DwW1bwVxc5-2DtrWZW48-2Dxd24ClmdZW53LY3P8-5F0M1pW8sl10X7hFpRmW1lfzs41LLmD9VtvbG18xcLT-5FW8KJL4z6fcSQ2W4xT1yv3kg-2D7fN5CsJ6QfFzBqW2Frc6S5jWd3cW20FY-5FF3gQqXhW5C3H5G2p-2D3-2DzW99Xyt97n0T9dW8b7B1k863kWSW2PDR7H7Bmq3-5FW1yQlvR7bMhZnN2d69mxV52xgW2TmFp95LDvmFW70NzQz2Q2QR8W5kTFy-2D5-2DM1Zpf3brTmz04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=qygV1A-u2GvJpL054TIiYqo6q2EN3-5pqM2jnOnFKUFBiFviXw4oSstfMJdPnhCC&s=60Q4FPbm7mbIPMbPo1HW-iOZB9wvqMK263TTtaRS7r8&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-presents-options-for-reducing-the-federal-deficit-2025-2034-includes-options-for-caps-on-medicaid-spending-reducing-tax-subsidies-for-employer-sponsored-health-insurance-and-implementing-s/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29683.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9md-iAKRqVr093Vobnq14KfKhD6sWGaA3D1CQn_HYhsdoYZAWd_sqHichmjNFneBooSB88
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29683.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9md-iAKRqVr093Vobnq14KfKhD6sWGaA3D1CQn_HYhsdoYZAWd_sqHichmjNFneBooSB88
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/astp-onc-releases-hti-3-final-rule-with-information-blocking-exception-to-protect-reproductive-health-privacy/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29072.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9QmPV-4L9kpL-ter8qSQAFTQ9zf_EshI34qDmfysJblR8N1zjtLuRWbNrnhFWlCGPD6-Hs
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fns-finalizes-snap-work-requirement-changes-from-the-fiscal-responsibility-act-of-2023/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-27939.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-27939.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2026-ma-and-part-d-policy-and-technical-changes-proposed-rule-includes-coverage-of-anti-obesity-medications-additional-prior-auth-and-ai-guardrails-pharmacy-network-transparency-and-beneficiary/
https://www.fda.gov/media/183873/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-notifying-fda-of-a-permanent-discontinuance-in-the-manufacture-or-an-interruption-of-the-manufacture-of-an-infant-formula-comments-are-due-february-2/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cgt-model-rfa.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81ZBVX3goK_nC-cWlk9hyIxlcTeFUO1J3sd4KMgrKCwPqqAWzbfI1wu4nP_cJ17BU217G_
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-releases-request-for-applications-for-states-for-the-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/354875
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cooperative-agreement-funding-available-for-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model-applications-are-due-february-25-2025/
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e July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

