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The House and Senate are both in session for a busy week as the Senate starts work on a budget
resolution and RFK’s nomination to be Secretary of HHS is expected to come to the Senate floor for a vote.

Budget Resolution: On Wednesday and Thursday the Senate Budget Committee will meet mark up the
Fiscal Year 2025 budget resolution. The proposal released last week will provide $340 billion in new
funding for border security and DOD over four years, as well as energy policy changes, all of which will
be offset by yet to be determined spending cuts (tables/summary). The proposal requires the Senate
Finance Committee to produce at least $1 billion in savings, much of which is expected to come from
Medicaid work requirements and other cuts to the program. This budget package is expected to be the
first, and smaller, of two reconciliation packages produced by the Senate. Senate Budget Committee
Chairman Lindsay Graham (R-SC) and Senate leadership are focused on moving the first package focused
on policy priorities and leaving the President’s tax cut extension for a second package.

Meanwhile, the House Budget Committee was expected to also meet this week but is looking like they
will postpone their markup yet again. House Republicans continue to debate the scope and size of their
package. House Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) and House Budget Committee Chair Jodey Arrington (R-
TX) remain committed to moving one large package, rather than two. The House Leadership has agreed
to cut spending by $2-$2.5 trillion, which would require deep cuts to Medicaid, and other safety net
programs. Speaker Johnson continues to have a difficult time threading the needle between the
conservative faction of the party that is pushing bigger and deeper cuts, and the more moderate faction
that represent swing districts that do not support the cost these cuts will have on the American people.

FY 2025 Spending Bill: We are down to just over four weeks before the FY 2025 Continuing Resolution
expires. While the Appropriations Committee leadership continues to meet, there is still no agreement
between the House and Senate Republicans on a topline spending amount, much less between the two
parties. The spending bill will require bipartisan support to pass, and increasingly Democrats are weary
of providing Republicans the votes necessary to keep the government in operation without some kind of
assurance that President Trump and his Administration will abide by the law. Following two weeks of
drastic, and likely illegal, actions by President Trump and special government employee Elon Musk that
ignore the specific allocations of funding appropriated by Congress, Democrats have lost trust that a FY
2025 bill will be enforced as written by the new Administration.

President Trump’s Cabinet: The Senate will continue to use floor time this week to confirm President
Trump’s cabinet. They are teed up to hold confirmation votes for Tulsi Gabbard to serve as the director of
national intelligence, Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. for HHS secretary, Howard Lutnick for Commerce Secretary,
Brooke Rollins for Agriculture secretary and Kelly Loeffler to lead the Small Business Administration.

Hearings and Markups:


https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/markup-of-fiscal-year-2025-budget-resolution_-day-1
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/markup-of-fiscal-year-2025-budget-resolution_-day-2
file:///C:/Users/AlysonLewis/AppData/Local/Microsoft/Windows/INetCache/Content.Outlook/A79KZGFI/senate-budget-resolution%20copy%202.pdf
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy_2025_budget_title_i_and_summary_tables.pdf
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy_2025_budget_resolution_-_secure_the_border_revitalize_our_military_unleash_american_energy_production_and_begin_the_process_of_restoring_fiscal_sanity.pdf
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Ways and Means Committee: On Tuesday the House Ways and Means Health Subcommittee will hold a
hearing to examine ways to modernize American health care, focusing on ways to promote healthy living
with more options, greater flexibility, and better incentives for patients.

Oversight and Government Reform: On Tuesday the House Oversight and Government Reform
Subcommittee on Health Care and Financial Services will hold a hearing to examine the expansion of
welfare programs and evaluate strategies to reform deficiencies in the welfare system.

On Wednesday The House Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Delivering Government
Efficiency (DOGE) will hold a hearing to examine how Congress can assist the President in the effort to
address waste, improper payments, and fraud, including by auditing outdated federal payment systems.

Regulatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is not reviewing any health-related rules, likely due to the
regulatory freeze. It remains to be seen how the latest Executive Order mandating that each department
or agency repeal at least 10 existing regulations for every new proposed rule. This directive is far
significantly more aggressive than a similar EO issued during the first Trump Administration, which
required the repeal of at least two existing regulations for each new proposed rule.

Mon. (2/10)
e 12:00pm - KFF Discussion: ACA Outlook_- The Kaiser Family Foundation (KFF) holds a

discussion with policy experts on the future of the Affordable Care Act (ACA), including the costs
and benefits of the subsidies, the consequences for enrollees and the marketplaces should they
expire at the end of this year, and what other changes the Trump administration and Congress
might make. Details.

Tue. (2/11)

e 10:00am - Hearing: Regulatory and Administrative Law Reform - The House Judiciary
Subcommittee on the Administrative State, Regulatory Reform, and Antitrust holds a hearing
titled: "Reining in the Administrative State: Regulatory and Administrative Law Reform," Details.

e 11:00am — NIH Meeting: Minority Health/Health Disparities — The National Institutes of Health
(NIH) holds a meeting of the National Institute on Minority Health and Health Disparities to
discuss program updates. Details.

e 1:30pm - Hearing: Welfare Reform — The House Oversight and Government Reform
Subcommittee on Health Care and Financial Services holds a hearing to examine the expansion
of welfare programs and evaluate strategies to reform deficiencies in the welfare system. Details.

e 2:00pm - Hearing: Modernizing American Health Care — The House Ways and Means Health
Subcommittee holds a hearing to examine ways to modernize American health care, focusing on
ways to promote healthy living with more options, greater flexibility, and better incentives for
patients. Details.


https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/health-subcommittee-hearing-on-modernizing-american-health-care-creating-healthy-options-and-better-incentives/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-the-growth-of-the-welfare-state-part-i/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/the-war-on-waste-stamping-out-the-scourge-of-improper-payments-and-fraud/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/regulatory-freeze-pending-review/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/02/06/2025-02345/unleashing-prosperity-through-deregulation
https://kff-org.zoom.us/webinar/register/4817326305600/WN_MmJfmWN-RqyRm-sMVi9BPw?utm_campaign=KFF-Events&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9OsiqRhEaaleAr1lTiItn-ZZEgLXVxKkvMF41sw73X8JnvCQlFYUZl2SACHtciYfDghorqqSyvkXV-DrtugO2prRH83w&_hsmi=344350648&utm_content=344350648&utm_source=hs_email#/registration
https://judiciary.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/reining-administrative-state-regulatory-and-administrative-law-reform-0
https://videocast.nih.gov/watch=55420
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-the-growth-of-the-welfare-state-part-i/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/health-subcommittee-hearing-on-modernizing-american-health-care-creating-healthy-options-and-better-incentives/
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Wed. (2/12)

9:00am - Cato Discussion: Health Reform — The Cato Institute holds a discussion with policy
experts on meaningful and potentially bipartisan reforms to the U.S. health care system, including
opportunities to eliminate excessive spending in Medicare and Medicaid. Details.

10:00am - Markup: Senate FY 2025 Budget Resolution — The Senate Budget Committee holds
Day 1 of a markup to consider the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Budget Resolution. Details.

10:00am - Brookings Discussion: Budget — The Brookings Institution holds a discussion to
examine the channels through which the federal debt affects the economy and assess the
likelihood of a fiscal crisis, and how political missteps could increase that risk. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Secretary of Labor Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions holds a hearing to examine the nomination of Lori Chavez-DeRemer to be Secretary of
Labor. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Eliminating Improper Payments and Fraud — The House Oversight and
Government Reform Subcommittee on Delivering Government Efficiency (DOGE) holds a hearing
to examine how Congress can assist the President in the effort to address waste, improper
payments, and fraud, including by auditing outdated federal payment systems. Details.

2:15pm - Hearing: VA Community Care — The House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on Health
Oversight holds a hearing titled: “Roles and Responsibilities: Evaluating VA Community
Care." Details.

3:30pm - Hearing: Optimizing Longevity — The Senate Special Committee on Aging holds a
hearing titled: “Optimizing Longevity: From Research to Action.” Details.

Thurs. (2/13)

9:00am - Markup: FBI Director Nomination — The Senate Judiciary Committee holds a markup to
consider the nomination of Kashyap Patel to be Director of the Federal Bureau of Investigation
(FBI), Department of Justice. Details.

9:45pm - Brookings Discussion: Outlook for Retirement Security — The Brookings Institution
holds a discussion to examine the outlook for retirement security, focusing on Congress’
immediate priorities and objectives for long-term reform regarding Social Security, Medicate, and
private retirement savings. Details.

10:00am — Markup: Senate FY 2025 Budget Resolution — The Senate Budget Committee holds
Day 2 of a markup to consider the Fiscal Year (FY) 2025 Budget Resolution. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Secretary of Education Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor,
and Pensions holds a hearing to examine the nomination of Linda McMahon to be Secretary of
Education. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Foreign Aid Oversight — The Senate Homeland Security and Governmental
Affairs Committee holds a hearing titled: “Eliminating Waste by the Foreign Aid Bureaucracy.”
Details.


https://www.cato.org/events/think-bigger-meaningful-health-reform
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/markup-of-fiscal-year-2025-budget-resolution_-day-1
https://www.brookings.edu/events/assessing-the-risks-and-costs-of-the-rising-us-federal-debt/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-lori-m-chavez-deremer-to-serve-as-secretary-of-labor
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/the-war-on-waste-stamping-out-the-scourge-of-improper-payments-and-fraud/
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6632
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/optimizing-longevity-from-research-to-action
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/02/13/2025/executive-business-meeting-1
https://www.brookings.edu/events/the-outlook-for-retirement-security-in-a-new-congress/
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/markup-of-fiscal-year-2025-budget-resolution_-day-2
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-linda-mcmahon-to-serve-as-secretary-of-education
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/eliminating-waste-by-the-foreign-aid-bureaucracy/
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e Impact Overview of President Trump’s Day One EO — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

¢ Impact Memo on Health-Related Staff Picks for the Second Trump Administration — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

e Policy Round-Up: CBO, GAO Reports on ACA Premium Tax Credits; DACA Marketplace
Eligibility — Available here.

¢ Impact Budget Reconciliation Primer — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

¢ Impact Medicaid Outlook: Threats and Opportunities — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

e Insights for Impact: the 340B Drug Pricing Program- In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Wed. (2/5)

e The House Committee on Oversight and Government Reform convened a hearing on
“rightsizing” the federal government, focusing on efforts to eliminate waste and improve
efficiency. Details.

Tues. (2/4)
e The SFC voted 14-13 along party lines to advance Robert F. Kennedy Jr.’s nomination for

Secretary of HHS to the full Senate. Details.

Thurs. (2/6)
e The CBO released the budget and economic outlook for 2025 to 2035. Details.

e February 10: CMS announced the Advance Notice of Methodological Changes for Contract Year
(CY) 2026 for Medicare Advantage (MA) Capitation Rates and Part C and Part D Payment
Policies (press release, fact sheet) and the Draft CY 2026 Part D Redesign Program Instructions..
Details.

o February 25: CMMI released an RFA for the Cell and Gene Therapy Access Model. Details.

e February 25: CMMI released a NOFO to apply for Cooperative Agreement funding to support
states’ participation in the Cell and Gene Therapy (CGT) Access Model. Details.

e March 7: HHS OCR issued a proposed rule to update the HIPAA Security Rule to enhance

cybersecurity protections. Details.


https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-president-trumps-day-one-executive-orders/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/health-care-related-staff-picks-for-the-second-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/policy-round-up-cbo-gao-reports-on-aca-premium-tax-credits-daca-marketplace-eligibility/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/budget-reconciliation-what-it-is-how-its-been-used-recently-how-it-might-be-used-in-2025/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/medicaid-risks-opportunities-in-the-incoming-administration-policy-pathways-for-enacting-them/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-the-340b-drug-pricing-program/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/rightsizing-government/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-oversight-committee-clashes-over-doge-republicans-block-motion-to-subpoena-elon-musk/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/open-executive-session-to-consider-favorably-reporting-the-nomination-of-robert-f-kennedy-jr-of-california-to-be-secretary-of-health-and-human-services
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-finance-committee-votes-to-advance-rfk-jr-s-nomination-for-secretary-of-hhs-to-the-full-senate/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWYRdBw1xGVW4QP6wT5bRsBMW4YmM-2D15rKLRsN6D7jYb3m2ndW7lCdLW6lZ3mJW7vMjPN2Ly-5FJRW4hW-5FtF6LlzmNW2VNrgf1hjBQ1W7gBR1p56XXrzW6HBY246G-5F7rWW63f-2D-2DT5H8mx0W74g-5FYn8ftcvRW36Qht56bR8r-2DV3Nm9Y3C-5F6blW7y7hSr6ZzbnXW677rv443g12BW1W2NJG46pCg3W8k3h6G34LNtdVRN9bG4l4CjcW2tWQCM3CzBmCW56NRfD1qS8Z0W6X1flG86M14ZW5dVf5Y6-2DZTFbW4gK3Rj9g4BHlW8MgX558G7vBMW1mdWqG6Mm5QLN73SGSYRMzC6W2Sr9vg5-5Ff4hJW6zhSFz1HNZK7f8Tmt2M04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=eDbX-Va69gM9kZLVhxiWGXwWIpd9jLjbr6Is1L7Vgq_IcGle-oYZAA1P8X-uUXUA&s=svlFwPXIBSjEOImnJoxxjOPkFkZfTbP_ygT0E9dUKZg&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/outlook-projects-1-9-trillion-deficit-in-fy-2025/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2026-advance-notice.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2026-advance-notice.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/2026-advance-notice.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-releases-proposed-2026-payment-policy-updates-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-programs?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/2026-medicare-advantage-and-part-d-advance-notice-fact-sheet?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/draft-cy-2026-part-d-redesign-program-instructions.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9GLsER3ffrFXOi5sZ15r6juXO03i_9LL7ARzwOd5d08wuDMxKna4fIBypqzW9udmO-R9vT
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2026-ma-and-part-d-advance-notice-proposes-to-increase-payments-to-plans-by-4-33-percent-and-continues-part-d-redesign-implementation-comments-due-february-10th/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cgt-model-rfa.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81ZBVX3goK_nC-cWlk9hyIxlcTeFUO1J3sd4KMgrKCwPqqAWzbfI1wu4nP_cJ17BU217G_
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-releases-request-for-applications-for-states-for-the-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/354875
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cooperative-agreement-funding-available-for-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model-applications-are-due-february-25-2025/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWRnmv7-5F-5FpmFV7dnfL1cwhRTW6y9Q695qxNf7N8kT-5FCv3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mBW3SfFmp8k7BlQW80ry858Jcm4FW6nh2vR2l79SYW2-2Dnnty6cSQ-5FJW8stq6q8P-2DdvwN1QGRNxf2g0rN3QjBTKjsRjSN7Kh2cmlHM6YW5dPJT74Qynp7W7dMWml2KtBpzW9bjSmQ52Nhj7W2S1k8n7tbdDLW1x8Zwq8m6y0PW4NvH0Q1pKvtwW32yrsJ5k7JSSN71FNrsN2PTLW7kpFt390YdMKN2BtJWv94SvVW8FnFgs5Xy6TSW3spkXJ8bj3x6W4mZ6Rw94HWtMVcRHp83s2GNfW1Gxp9r1hZLMRVWsHbl8DbrMTW3q-2Dt1p7fLNgsVkqdbT85X6MsW2qrhQ142SH3mW8dZ9p65kc68-5Ff5Y0CcT04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=yE4Tqiar_r4XWLIOtpSqikCD5iWYX1W8BSMKfYA0eH4rMQZHNZtHlTE8T5v6lseq&s=EYGK5lir9ZqOcHjqGjMaTm3ZSgOhYu45V0JOx_cH9GE&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/office-for-civil-rights-proposes-changes-to-hipaa-security-rule-comments-due-march-7/
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e March 10: The FDA released draft guidance on accelerated approval and considerations for
determining whether a confirmatory trial is underway. Details.

e March 15: The DEA issued a proposed rule that would establish a new special registration for the
prescription of a controlled substance via telemedicine. Details.

e April 7: The FDA issued draft guidance on considerations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
to support regulatory decision-making for drug and biological products. Details.

e April 7: The FDA released draft guidance on artificial intelligence (Al)-enabled device software
functions (AI-DSFs): lifecycle management and marketing submission recommendations. .
Details.

e July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://www.fda.gov/media/184831/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-accelerated-approval-and-considerations-for-determining-whether-a-confirmatory-trial-is-underway-comments-due-march-10/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-01099.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-two-rules-establishing-policies-for-prescribing-controlled-substances-via-telemedicine/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184830/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-considerations-for-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-to-support-regulatory-decision-making-for-drug-and-biological-products/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184856/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-artificial-intelligence-enabled-device-software-functions-comments-due-april-7/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

