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Impact Health Policy Weekly

The House is in recess this week as the Senate continues to work on confirming President Trump’s
cabinets nominees and potentially takes the next step towards moving a reconciliation package.

Nominations: This week the Senate is poised to confirm Kash Patel as FBI Director and Howard Lutnick
as Secretary of Commerce. Meanwhile the Health, Education, Labor and Pensions (HELP) Committee will
hold a markup to consider the nomination of Linda McMahon to be Secretary of Education and a hearing
to examine the nomination of Lori Chavez-DeRemer to be Secretary of Labor. The Senate Homeland
Security and Governmental Affairs Committee holds a hearing to examine the nominations of Troy Edgar
to be Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security, and James Bishop to be Deputy Director of the Office of
Management and Budget.

Budget Reconciliation: While not officially scheduled, many expect the Senate will bring their “skinny”
budget resolution to the floor in the latter half of this week. Last week both the House and Senate Budget
Committees (IHPP Senate and House Committee markup summaries) took the first step towards a budget
reconciliation package by adopting their fiscal year (FY) 2025 Budget Resolution. The Senate Resolution
is a $342 billion package will focus on securing the border (5175 billion), enhancing and revitalizing the
nation’s military capacity (5150 billion), and facilitating energy independence by allowing offshore leases
for oil drilling. According to Senate Budget Committee Chairman Lindsay Graham (R-SC), this package
will cost $85.5 billion a year over four years and will be completely offset by reduced annual spending.
The Budget Resolution includes instructions for the Senate Finance Committee and the Senate Health
Education and Labor Committee (HELP) to find no less than $1 billion in funding over a 10-year period. A
second reconciliation package is expected later in the year that will address extending the 2017 Trump
tax cuts and will likely require much steeper spending cuts, with Medicaid, prescription drug pricing, and
Enhanced Premium Tax Credits all on the table.

The House Budget Committee’s resolution proposes a sweeping fiscal plan that includes $4.5 trillion in
tax cut extensions, $1.5 trillion in spending cuts, and lifting the statutory debt ceiling by $4 trillion
(text/charts). Among the key provisions in the budget, substantial cuts are mandated across several
committees. Notably, the Energy and Commerce Committee is tasked with finding at least $880 billion in
savings, which could include cuts to Medicaid; the Agriculture Committee must reduce spending by at
least $230 billion; and the Education and Workforce Committee is expected to slash $330 billion. Itis
expected the Budget Resolution will be brought to the House floor the week of February 24.

Regulatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is reviewing a new proposed rule titled, “Patient
Protection and Affordable Care Act; Individual Health Insurance Market and Exchange Program Integrity
(CMS-9884).” The proposed rule is likely focused on addressing fraud in Marketplace plans, which has
been a primary concern for House Republicans and conservative think tanks, such as the Paragon Health
Institute.



https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-budget-committee-passes-first-budget-resolution/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-budget-committee-passes-fy-2025-budget-resolution-along-party-lines/
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/BU/BU00/20250213/117894/BILLS-119NAih.pdf
https://docs.house.gov/meetings/BU/BU00/20250213/117894/HMKP-119-BU00-20250213-SD002.pdf
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849612
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/e-and-c-ways-and-means-and-judiciary-chairs-demand-watchdogs-review-after-report-exposes-widespread-fraud-in-obamacare-plans
https://paragoninstitute.org/newsletter/the-great-obamacare-enrollment-fraud/
https://paragoninstitute.org/newsletter/the-great-obamacare-enrollment-fraud/
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The proposed rule will likely reverse a number of Biden-era policies related to enrollment and eligibility
for premium subsidies, which were promulgated through the annual notice of benefit and payment
parameters (NBPP). Peter Nelson, the new head of Center for Consumer Information and Insurance
Oversight (CCIIO), identified numerous Biden-era regulations in a report he wrote during his time at the
Center of the American Experiment, a conservative think tank.

Given the timing of the proposed rule, it seems that the Trump Administration intends for its policies to
be finalized and effective before the start of the 2026 Open Enrollment Period on November 1, 2025.
Below, we highlight Biden-era policies specified in Nelson's report that could be reversed in the
proposed rule:

e Enrollment

o Extension of the Open Enrollment Period from November 1 to December 15 to
November 1 to January 15 (NBPP for 2022)

o Earlier coverage effective dates for individuals who attest to a future loss of minimum
essential coverage (NBPP for 2024)

o Expansion of the timeframe to report a loss of Medicaid coverage to qualify for a Special
Enrollment Period from 60 to 90 days (NBPP for 2024)

o Changes to the re-enrollment hierarchy to allow Exchanges to direct re-enrollment for
individuals who qualify for cost-sharing reductions (CSRs) to a CSR-qualified silver plan
(NBPP for 2024)

o Establishment of a monthly Special Enrollment Period for individuals with a household
income at or below 150 percent of FPL (NBPP for 2025)

e Eligibility for Premium Subsidies

o Requirement for Exchanges to wait to discontinue premium subsidies until a tax filer has
failed to file taxes and reconcile premium subsidies for two consecutive years (NBPP for
2024)

o Requirement for Exchanges to accept an applicant’s attestation of projected income
without verification when there is no tax information (NBPP for 2024)

Under President Trump’s Executive Order on deregulation, CMS would be required to eliminate 10
existing regulations for every new regulation introduced. It remains unclear how this directive will be
implemented, or which CMS regulations may be affected by the program integrity proposed rule.

The fiscal year (FY) 2026 Hospital Inpatient Prospective Payment Systems for Acute Care Hospitals and
the Long-Term Care Hospital Prospective Payment System proposed rule has also arrived at OMB for
review. By statute, the proposed rule must be published by April 1 annually.


https://files.americanexperiment.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/It-All-Adds-Up.pdf?v=1736974481
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2021/09/27/2021-20509/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-updating-payment-parameters-section-1332-waiver
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2024/04/15/2024-07274/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2025
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/04/27/2023-08368/patient-protection-and-affordable-care-act-hhs-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-for-2024
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/01/unleashing-prosperity-through-deregulation/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202410&RIN=0938-AV45
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Mon. (2/17)

Holiday: Presidents Day

Tue. (2/18)

10:00am — CMS Meeting: Air Ambulance Quality/Patient Safety — The Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) holds a meeting of the Air Ambulance Quality & Patient Safety Advisory
Committee to review options to establish quality, patient safety, and clinical capability standards
for each clinical capability level of air ambulances. Details.

Wed. (2/19)

8:30am - Politico Discussion: 2025 Health Care Policy Outlook — Politico holds a discussion on
the issues that will shape health care policy in 2025, focused on the impending effort to reorient
the federal health care bureaucracy. Sen Tammy Baldwin (D-WI) will participate. Details.
10:00am - Hearing: Secretary of Labor Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions holds a hearing to examine the nomination of Lori Chavez-DeRemer to be Secretary of
Labor. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Children’s Online Safety — The Senate Judiciary Committee holds a hearing
to examine children's safety in the digital era, focusing on strengthening protections and
addressing legal gaps. Details.

12:00pm — R Street Discussion: Navigating the 119th Congress — The R Street Institute holds a
discussion on the priorities, power structures, and business implications of the 119th Congress,
including how to proactively engage with policymakers to encourage bipartisan solutions. Details.

Thurs. (2/20)

TBA — Markup: Secretary of Education Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions holds a markup to consider the nomination of Linda McMahon to be Secretary of
Education. Details.

8:30am - Politico Discussion: 2025 Governors Summit — Politico Live and governors from around
the country hold a discussion on how key policy areas are being shaped at the state level, and
how governors plan to work with the federal government and continue to lead the way on issues
like artificial intelligence (Al) and technology, health care, disaster relief, housing, and economic
development . Details.

10:00am - Hearing: DHS and OMB Nominations — The Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee holds a hearing to examine the nominations of Troy Edgar to be
Deputy Secretary of Homeland Security, and James Bishop to be Deputy Director of the Office of
Management and Budget. Details.

10:30am — WTOP Discussion: Housing — WTOP holds a discussion with policymakers to explore
policies that promote fair and inclusive housing opportunities for all, focusing on efforts to build
a just housing system. Rep. Debbie Dingell (D-MIl) will be participating. Details.


https://www.cms.gov/medicare/regulations-guidance/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-air-ambulance-quality-and-patient-safety
https://www.politico.com/live-events/2025/02/19/politico-playbook-the-first-100-days-health-care-00001596
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-lori-m-chavez-deremer-to-serve-as-secretary-of-labor
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/childrens-safety-in-the-digital-era-strengthening-protections-and-addressing-legal-gaps
https://www.rstreet.org/events/navigating-the-119th-congress-what-business-leaders-need-to-know/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-02-20-2025
https://politico2025governorssummit.splashthat.com/procal
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/nominations-8/
https://wtop.com/event/wtops-balancing-the-housing-equation-2025/?utm_medium=email&utm_source=emailDB&utm_campaign=balancing_housing&utm_content=email1
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Additional Multi-Day Events

Feb 20-Feb 22 - NGA Meeting: Education, Disaster Preparedness, and Workforce
Development — The National Governors Association (NGA) hosts the nation’s Governors, federal
officials and leaders from business, academia and philanthropy for the 2025 Winter Meeting,
focusing on timely priorities like education, permitting reform, disaster preparedness and
workforce development. Details.

Impact Overview of President Trump’s Day One EO — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Memo on Health-Related Staff Picks for the Second Trump Administration — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

Policy Round-Up: CBO, GAO Reports on ACA Premium Tax Credits; DACA Marketplace
Eligibility — Available here.

Impact Budget Reconciliation Primer — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Medicaid Outlook: Threats and Opportunities — In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
Insights for Impact: the 340B Drug Pricing Program- In the Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Wed. (2/12)

The Senate Budget Committee took the first step of their budget reconciliation process by
passing the fiscal year (FY) 2025 budget resolution (press release/text/charts) on a party-line
vote. Details.

Tues. (2/11)

The House W&M Health Subcommittee convened a hearing to discuss ways to improve health
care options and incentives in the United States. Details.

The House Oversight and Government Reform Committee Subcommittee on Health Care and
Financial Services convened the first hearing in a series to examine the future of welfare
programs. Details.

Fri. (2/14)

CMS announced a drastic funding cut to the ACA Navigator program, reducing the budget from
$98 million to $10 million. Details.

The DEA and SAMHSA announced that the Biden Administration’s final rule, the Expansion of
Buprenorphine Treatment via Telemedicine Encounter, which was scheduled to take effect on
February 18, 2025, will now take effect on March 21, 2025. Details.
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https://www.nga.org/annual-winter-meetings/nga-2025-winter-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-president-trumps-day-one-executive-orders/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/health-care-related-staff-picks-for-the-second-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/policy-round-up-cbo-gao-reports-on-aca-premium-tax-credits-daca-marketplace-eligibility/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/budget-reconciliation-what-it-is-how-its-been-used-recently-how-it-might-be-used-in-2025/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/medicaid-risks-opportunities-in-the-incoming-administration-policy-pathways-for-enacting-them/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-the-340b-drug-pricing-program/
https://www.budget.senate.gov/chairman/newsroom/press/chairman-graham-unveils-fy-2025-budget-resolution-to-secure-the-border-revitalize-our-military-unleash-american-energy-production-and-begin-the-process-of-restoring-fiscal-sanity
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/chairmans_mark_-_fy25_budget_resolution.pdf
https://www.budget.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/fy_2025_budget_title_i_and_summary_tables.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-budget-committee-passes-first-budget-resolution/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/health-subcommittee-hearing-on-modernizing-american-health-care-creating-healthy-options-and-better-incentives/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9cJDnvjD-1hpCk2_Y09A7iCu1E8OyB2hGuzs4g7E0bZAbwAWcsDlMdYShyhuuiqYK43hLJ
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/republicans-support-flexibility-for-employers-while-democrats-critique-trump-administration-and-medicaid-cuts-during-health-subcommittee-hearing-on-health-care-options-and-incentives/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/examining-the-growth-of-the-welfare-state-part-i/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-subcommittee-sparks-partisan-debate-on-the-direction-of-welfare-programs-and-policy-reform/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-announcement-federal-navigator-program-funding
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/trump-administration-begins-aca-overhaul-navigator-funding-cuts-and-marketplace-program-integrity-proposed-rule/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-02793.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81vLcPf8Q52lOoJyliCJTe_gYx-R5I8_z2XPUc6h2fko6xZ1BVv_vZ0xKWVm2_2rWX81Fw
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/dea-and-hhs-delay-effective-date-of-rules-establishing-policies-for-prescribing-controlled-substances-via-telemedicine-to-march-21-2025/
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Thurs. (2/13)

Robert F. Kennedy, Jr. was sworn in as the 26th Secretary of HHS by Supreme Court Justice Neil
Gorsuch after a closely contested 52-48 Senate confirmation. Details.

Mon. (2/10)

The CDC released a report on maternal mortality rates in 2023. Details.

February 25: CMMI released an RFA for the Cell and Gene Therapy Access Model. Details.
February 25: CMMI released a NOFO to apply for Cooperative Agreement funding to support
states’ participation in the Cell and Gene Therapy (CGT) Access Model. Details.

March 7: HHS OCR issued a proposed rule to update the HIPAA Security Rule to enhance
cybersecurity protections. Details.

March 10: The FDA released draft guidance on accelerated approval and considerations for
determining whether a confirmatory trial is underway. Details.

March 15: The DEA issued a proposed rule that would establish a new special registration for the
prescription of a controlled substance via telemedicine. Details.

April 7: The FDA issued draft guidance on considerations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
to support regulatory decision-making for drug and biological products. Details.

April 7: The FDA released draft guidance on artificial intelligence (Al)-enabled device software
functions (AI-DSFs): lifecycle management and marketing submission recommendations. .
Details.

July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/rfk-sworn-in-as-hhs-secretary-president-trump-signs-eo-establishing-make-america-healthy-again-commission-focused-on-childhood-chronic-diseases/
https://www.cdc.gov/nchs/data/hestat/maternal-mortality/2023/maternal-mortality-rates-2023.htm?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9BibkiT4JRpWXF3rLafRFXrpJ27_vbRpzGiPpWS8A--qt1OE42dycnOmy7lHI44KJwzYV4Q-khhidE_ZsiZL-yL4aj1jvm62ak7ap9hvdh4FBaU70&_hsmi=346630625&utm_content=346630625&utm_source=hs_email
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/report-shows-decrease-in-maternal-death-rates-as-disparities-persist/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/cgt-model-rfa.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-81ZBVX3goK_nC-cWlk9hyIxlcTeFUO1J3sd4KMgrKCwPqqAWzbfI1wu4nP_cJ17BU217G_
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-releases-request-for-applications-for-states-for-the-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/354875
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cooperative-agreement-funding-available-for-cell-and-gene-therapy-access-model-applications-are-due-february-25-2025/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWRnmv7-5F-5FpmFV7dnfL1cwhRTW6y9Q695qxNf7N8kT-5FCv3m2ndW8wLKSR6lZ3mBW3SfFmp8k7BlQW80ry858Jcm4FW6nh2vR2l79SYW2-2Dnnty6cSQ-5FJW8stq6q8P-2DdvwN1QGRNxf2g0rN3QjBTKjsRjSN7Kh2cmlHM6YW5dPJT74Qynp7W7dMWml2KtBpzW9bjSmQ52Nhj7W2S1k8n7tbdDLW1x8Zwq8m6y0PW4NvH0Q1pKvtwW32yrsJ5k7JSSN71FNrsN2PTLW7kpFt390YdMKN2BtJWv94SvVW8FnFgs5Xy6TSW3spkXJ8bj3x6W4mZ6Rw94HWtMVcRHp83s2GNfW1Gxp9r1hZLMRVWsHbl8DbrMTW3q-2Dt1p7fLNgsVkqdbT85X6MsW2qrhQ142SH3mW8dZ9p65kc68-5Ff5Y0CcT04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=yE4Tqiar_r4XWLIOtpSqikCD5iWYX1W8BSMKfYA0eH4rMQZHNZtHlTE8T5v6lseq&s=EYGK5lir9ZqOcHjqGjMaTm3ZSgOhYu45V0JOx_cH9GE&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/office-for-civil-rights-proposes-changes-to-hipaa-security-rule-comments-due-march-7/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184831/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-accelerated-approval-and-considerations-for-determining-whether-a-confirmatory-trial-is-underway-comments-due-march-10/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-01099.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-two-rules-establishing-policies-for-prescribing-controlled-substances-via-telemedicine/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184830/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-considerations-for-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-to-support-regulatory-decision-making-for-drug-and-biological-products/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184856/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-artificial-intelligence-enabled-device-software-functions-comments-due-april-7/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

