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Impact Health Policy Weekly

The House recesses on Wednesday and Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) will attempt to pass a stop-gap
funding measure along party lines on Tuesday to avoid a government shutdown and fund the government
for the remainder of the fiscal year. If passed by the House, the pressure will then be on the Senate, which
will require support from several Democrats to approve the bill. However, this may be an uphill battle as
top Senate appropriator, Sen. Patty Murray (D-WA) released a statement indicating that the package
would “give Donald Trump and Elon Musk more power over federal spending” and instead expressed
support for a short-term measure. The Senate will also continue its work confirming several key
Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) appointees.

Fiscal Year 2025 Appropriations
On Saturday, House Republicans released a continuing resolution (CR) to fund the government through

the end of the fiscal year (September 30) that increases defense spending by $6 billion over the current
budget, decreases non-defense spending by $13 billion, and provides additional ICE funding for Trump
Administration deportations. The package also includes funding for the following health extender
provisions through September 30:

e Extension for community health centers, the National Health Service Corps, and teaching health
centers that operate graduate medical education (GME) programs;

o Extension of the special diabetes program;

e National health security extensions;

e Extension of the increased inpatient hospital payment adjustment for certain low-volume
hospitals;

o Extension of the Medicare-dependent hospital (MDH) program;

o Extension of the add-on payments for ambulance services;

e Extension of funding for quality measure endorsement, input, and selection;

e Extension of funding outreach and assistance for low-income programs;

e Extension of the work geographic index floor;

e Extension of the COVID-19 Medicare telehealth flexibilities;

o Extension of the acute hospital care at home waiver authorities;

e Extension of the temporary inclusion of authorized oral antiviral drugs as covered Part D drugs;

o Extension of the Medicare sequestration;

e Sexual risk avoidance education extension;

e Personal responsibility education extension;

e Extension of funding for family-to-family health information centers; and

e Extension of the delay of the Medicaid disproportionate share hospital (DSH) reductions.


https://www.murray.senate.gov/senator-murray-statement-on-republicans-yearlong-continuing-resolution/
https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/crfull_xml.pdf
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The package notably excludes policy to avert Medicare physician payment cuts, a priority of Rep. Greg
Murphy (R-NC), who co-chairs the GOP Doctors’ Caucus. Rep. Murphy indicated that he would not support
the CR without its inclusion and Republicans can only afford to lose two votes to pass the package on
party lines.

Trump Administration Nominations

On Friday, the Senate Finance Committee will hold its nomination hearing for the Centers for Medicare
and Medicaid Services (CMS) Administrator nominee, Dr. Mehmet Oz. The hearing is likely to shine light
on the Trump Administration’s Medicare Advantage (MA) priorities and how they will address certain
Biden Administration proposals, such as coverage of anti-obesity medications (AOMs). Medicaid cuts and
Department of Government Efficiency (DOGE) firings are also likely to be heavily featured in the hearing.

Additionally, on Thursday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor & Pensions Committee (HELP) will
convene an executive session on whether to advance the nominations of Dr. Jayanta Bhattacharya for
National Institutes of Health (NIH) Director and Dr. Martin Makary as Food and Drug Administration (FDA)
Commissioner and a nomination hearing for David Weldon to serve as the Director of the Centers for

Disease Control and Prevention (CDC).

Regulatory Update
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is reviewing the following:

e CY 2026 Medicare Advantage: Final rule making changes to Medicare Advantage and the
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit (Part D).

e FY 2026 Medicare Payment Rules: Proposed rules updating payments for acute care hospitals

and long-term care hospitals, hospice providers, inpatient psychiatric facilities, inpatient

rehabilitation facilities, and skilled nursing facilities. The proposed rules are slated for April.

e ACA Marketplace Program Integrity: A proposed rule likely focused on addressing fraud in
Marketplace plans, which has been a primary concern for House Republicans and conservative

think tanks, such as the Paragon Health Institute. The proposed rule will likely reverse a number

of Biden-era policies related to enrollment and eligibility for premium subsidies, which were
promulgated through the annual notice of benefit and payment parameters (NBPP). Peter
Nelson, the new head of Center for Consumer Information and Insurance Oversight (CCIIO),
identified numerous Biden-era regulations in a report he wrote during his time at the Center of
the American Experiment, a conservative think tank. Given the timing of the proposed rule, it
seems that the Trump Administration intends for its policies to be finalized and effective before
the start of the 2026 Open Enrollment Period on November 1, 2025


https://www.finance.senate.gov/ranking-members-news/crapo-announces-cms-nomination-hearing
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nominations-03-13-2025
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/next-week-senate-help-committee-to-hold-confirmation-hearing-on-nomination-for-cdc-director
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=874512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=857013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877015
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849612
https://energycommerce.house.gov/posts/e-and-c-ways-and-means-and-judiciary-chairs-demand-watchdogs-review-after-report-exposes-widespread-fraud-in-obamacare-plans
https://paragoninstitute.org/newsletter/the-great-obamacare-enrollment-fraud/
https://files.americanexperiment.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/01/It-All-Adds-Up.pdf?v=1736974481

1301 K Street NW, Suite 300W

impaCt Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 309-0796

Mon. (3/10)

2:00pm - Urban Discussion: Impact of Proposed Medicaid Cuts — The Urban Institute holds a
discussion with policy experts and the Medical Director on House Republicans’ proposed
legislation that would cut federal funding for Medicaid by up to $880 billion over 10 years to pay
for tax reductions. Potential cuts to the program include large reductions in the Affordable Care
Act’s incentives for extending coverage to all low-income adults, decreases in funding for pre-
ACA Medicaid coverage, and penalties for states that cover care for immigrants, as well as
introduction of more onerous eligibility requirements. Panelists will consider the likely effects of
these cuts, focusing on program access for low-income Americans. Details.

Tue. (3/11)

10:00am - Hearing: SBA Oversight — The House Small Business Subcommittee on Oversight,
Investigations, and Regulations holds a hearing titled “Restoring the Small Business
Administration (SBA): Putting Main Street America First.” Details. Including for TCHF SBA interest
10:00am - Hearing: Preventing Improper Payments — The House Oversight and Government
Reform Subcommittee on Government Operations holds a hearing to expose flaws in federal
government payment systems and evaluate solutions to improve data collection, close eligibility
loopholes, and prevent improper payments on the front end to reduce fraud and abuse. Details.
2:00pm - Hearing: Enhancing Federal, State, and Local Immigration Enforcement — The House
Oversight and Government Reform Subcommittee on Federal Law Enforcement holds a hearing
to explore the need for collaboration between local, state, and federal law enforcement agencies
to secure the border and how Congress can help towards increasing collaborative efforts. Details.
2:00pm - Hearing: Quality Post-Acute Care Access — The House Ways and Means
Subcommittee on Health holds a hearing to examine the post-acute care landscape and the
challenges and opportunities to improve access to such care for Medicare beneficiaries. Details.
2:15pm - Hearing: Veterans Health Access — The House Veterans' Affairs Subcommittee on
Health holds a markup of several pieces of legislation, including H.R. 1107, Protecting Veteran
Access to Telemedicine Services Act of 2025; H.R. 1336, The Veterans National Traumatic Brain
Injury Treatment Act; and H.R. 658, to establish qualifications for the appointment of a person as
a marriage and family therapist, qualified to provide clinical supervision, in the Veterans Health
Administration. Details.

Wed. (3/12)

10:00am - Markup: FTC and OSTP Nomination — The Senate Commerce, Science, and
Transportation Committee holds a markup to consider the nominations of Mark Meador be a
Federal Trade Commissioner (FTC), and Michael Kratsios to be Director of the Office of Science
and Technology Policy (OSTP). Details.


https://www.urban.org/events/downsizing-medicaid-how-proposed-cuts-could-endanger-health-insurance-low-income-americans
https://smallbusiness.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=407150
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/shifting-gears-moving-from-recovery-to-prevention-of-improper-payments-and-fraud/
https://oversight.house.gov/hearing/enhancing-federal-state-and-local-coordination-in-the-fight-against-criminal-illegal-aliens/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/health-subcommittee-hearing-on-after-the-hospital-ensuring-access-to-quality-post-acute-care/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1107?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr+1107%22%7D&s=3&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1336?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr+1336%22%7D&s=4&r=1
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/658?q=%7B%22search%22%3A%22hr+658%22%7D&s=5&r=1
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6659
https://www.commerce.senate.gov/2025/3/executive-session-7
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10:30am - Markup: Gain-of-Function Research Oversight — The Senate Homeland Security and
Governmental Affairs Committee holds a markup of a several bills, including 5.854, Risky
Research Review Act, which would establish a Life Sciences Research Security Board within the
Executive Branch to oversee gain-of-function research and other high-risk life sciences research
that potentially poses a threat to public health, safety, or national security. Details.

3:30pm - Hearing: Senior Loneliness — The Senate Special Committee on Aging holds a hearing
to examine breaking the cycle of senior loneliness, focusing on strengthening family and
community support. Details.

Thurs. (3/13)

9:30am - Markup: NIH and FDA Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and
Pensions Committee holds a markup to consider the nomination of Dr. Jayanta Bhattacharya to
be Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) and Dr. Martin Makary to be Commissioner
of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Details.

10:00am - Hearing: CDC Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee holds a hearing to examine the nomination of David Weldon to be Director of the
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC). Details.

Fri. (3/14)

10:00am - Hearing: CMS Nomination — The Senate Finance Committee holds a hearing to
consider the nomination of Dr. Mehmet Oz as the Administrator of the Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS). Details.

Insights for Impact: Federal Nutrition Programs — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Litigation Tracker: Monitoring Legal Challenges to Trump-Vance Executive Actions — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Overview of President Trump’s Day One EO - In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Memo on Health-Related Staff Picks for the Second Trump Administration — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

Policy Round-Up: CBO, GAO Reports on ACA Premium Tax Credits; DACA Marketplace
Eligibility — Available here.


https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/854
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-32/
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/breaking-the-cycle-of-senior-loneliness-strengthening-family-and-community-support
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nominations-03-13-2025
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-david-weldon-to-serve-as-director-of-the-centers-for-disease-control-and-prevention
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-nomination-of-mehmet-oz-of-pennsylvania-to-be-administrator-of-the-centers-for-medicare-and-medicaid-services-vice-chiquita-brooks-lasure-resigned
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-federal-nutrition-programs/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/litigation-tracker-monitoring-legal-challenges-against-the-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-president-trumps-day-one-executive-orders/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/health-care-related-staff-picks-for-the-second-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/policy-round-up-cbo-gao-reports-on-aca-premium-tax-credits-daca-marketplace-eligibility/
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Fri. (3/7)
e MedPAC held day two of its March 2025 public meeting and held sessions on home health use

among MA beneficiaries, and I-SNPs. All Impact Health session summaries are available in Policy
Hub here.

Thurs. (3/6)
e The Senate HELP Committee convened a hearing to consider Dr. Martin Makary for

Commissioner of the FDA. Details.
e MedPAC convened virtually for day one of its March 2025 public meeting and held sessions on

the physician fee schedule, cost sharing for CAHs, Medicare insurance agents, Medigap, and
payment for ground ambulance services. All Impact session summaries are available on Policy
Hub here.

Wed. (3/5)

e The Senate HELP Committee convened a hearing to consider the nomination of Dr. Jayanta
Bhattacharya to serve as Director of the NIH. Details.

Fri. (3/7)

o The CBO released a letter confirming that the only path to follow the House's instructions would
require deep spending cuts in the Medicaid program. Details.

Wed. (3/5)

e President Trump issued an Executive Order titled “Implementing the President’s ‘Department of
Government Efficiency’ Cost Efficiency Initiative.” Details.

Mon. (3/3)

e The USPSTF released a draft research plan on interventions for tobacco cessation in
adults. Comments are due March 26. Details.

e March 10: The FDA released draft guidance on accelerated approval and considerations for
determining whether a confirmatory trial is underway. Details.

e March 15: The DEA issued a proposed rule that would establish a new special registration for the
prescription of a controlled substance via telemedicine. Details.

e April 7: The FDA issued draft guidance on considerations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
to support regulatory decision-making for drug and biological products. Details.

e April 7: The FDA released draft guidance on artificial intelligence (Al)-enabled device software
functions (AI-DSFs): lifecycle management and marketing submission recommendations. .
Details.


https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-6-7-2025/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/?keyword=&topic=&newsprogram=&newssource=59&newsformat=&from_date=&to_date=&Submit=Search+Policy+Hub
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-martin-makary-to-serve-as-commissioner-of-food-and-drugs
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-considers-dr-makary-for-fda-leadership-sidesteps-key-questions-on-reproductive-health-and-vaccines/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/march-6-7-2025/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/?keyword=&topic=&newsprogram=&newssource=59&newsformat=&from_date=&to_date=&Submit=Search+Policy+Hub
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-jayanta-bhattacharya-to-serve-as-director-of-the-national-institutes-of-health
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-considers-dr-bhattacharyas-as-nih-director-deflects-questions-on-vaccine-research-budget-cuts-and-dei-policies/
https://www.cbo.gov/publication/61235
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cbo-letter-confirms-house-budget-resolution-requires-deep-medicaid-cuts-while-new-poll-data-shows-majority-of-americans-opposed-to-cutting-medicaid/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVmX-2D35kSyl2VgRf2X3HNRjPW5g6HvJ5sPr2QN3Gk37W5kBVqW6N1X8z6lZ3q5W8Wn4Rb1gJrrLN542DvnvNJyBW4QHVyv6mszwnW44Xdxx5JNc7sN2tG6lVGmR5GW5tRLRK5PzF1kW6qWz3c6KjGYRW57xdcb6wRH-2D3W6T-2DLdJ1D72C3W8df2ZD6mfQ7WW620Qg28ZGMz3W7PrF7l3-5FzzsyW3YYwj91bDSn9W3RVSpv3wWxkfW2ZSZ1S8xlztZN3v7kvKwyK4kW3PMR7n2r8g4-2DW23gQhk1QYM-5F-2DW3brPGp1ffXBDW8-2DScGR3LB-5FvtW8lkBLW7md-5FGvW8HDBRT19fbmSW2PkjZq8R2X58W6Wwfpm1Lm6szW5ty90k8xrrpYW6J7tWG6VBNRHW3gwBbC4L-5FnMgW4XXnFf1vWZz8W63qCYB7-2Dkrv2W7HZ65W1sQPRJW5Kxk9R7-5Fn-5Fj4W8Kmffw3BsZMmW2WfyNq2qScyHW5v7blX8CMr-5FQN6XHNg-2DlqF8fW5RFNHX58WVK3N1n9hryRRwlVW8-5Fz-5Fb39bjV1td-2Dq4DP04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=FsNNFJc5Jl10pCzSET3PQkhEM1Ug80XiJR6xIRF0Znclb_-tcibl1jNS9d_XTPCL&s=rSzVf_Eb8HLFgJCmGk3v4Rg_3PqojGIYUbJjzVphaJI&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/president-trumps-executive-order-calls-for-sweeping-review-of-government-contracts-and-grants/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWDNxG918-5FXpW5kwy2c3kkfHXW5NMkyh5sK5D6N20xtvg5kBVqW69t95C6lZ3kWW4gzLYh4plFv7W8GGSwQ9kCjWqW2k66-5FP8QzNVtW5qpFf66DF-5F-2DkVc-5F7Ll2GbW2XW64K0rW23Xyn2VXnYQY83Pc8ZW5F9YJx94r679W8-5FXW-5Fy8935hxW3S9W9c6yQf8SV9Jvnj21h8WwW65JKYN8X3Vy-2DW3xygfz6ryfnTN61jb-2D9rc2DzW5GrQ-5F77TwqfQW6sckL-5F8NmglYW2Qs5rG70tMknW3Q2BlH1zgTPXW701WGj8TH6pnW88Qlfr32szq4W7lbtx97fSGjsW229gl26wBtGTW7St6b-5F4YZ2d2W2N3pqs4gZcz8W7cj1J-5F6PpmwzW2r6rrD2Mt3tvW6PbbsY1lFjN2W3V4-5Fqr5s-2Dj6YW49JbnT1D6RwjVFdtr-5F8LkxZFW6xCnQ652fngtW4Dn-2DRK6pMNBNW29ZzN135W1lCW351ZW75cJ5FPW2dybjF5F4GsWW5vPYfs4BN-5F4Gf3KqxcT04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=fQNx83p0482KfEN85I82AlKnMKWdcnS487m6y28nt1OVwbMZsr4pEvlGEv2kun0f&s=krU24FM9FyGMpkDoAoLpRUT1ykIL-jM9PXl2uequU1I&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/task-force-announces-draft-research-plan-for-tobacco-cessation-interventions-in-adults-comments-due-march-26/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184831/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-accelerated-approval-and-considerations-for-determining-whether-a-confirmatory-trial-is-underway-comments-due-march-10/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-01099.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-two-rules-establishing-policies-for-prescribing-controlled-substances-via-telemedicine/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184830/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-considerations-for-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-to-support-regulatory-decision-making-for-drug-and-biological-products/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184856/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-artificial-intelligence-enabled-device-software-functions-comments-due-april-7/
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e April 7: The House E&C Republican Leadership issued an RF| to gather input on a federal
comprehensive data privacy and security framework. Details

e July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWxz3F1bt12zW62QkGy6YJTkPVDyhz95st2z6N4dVQbT5kBVqW6N1X8z6lZ3l5W3br-5F005ZdynbW1-2DWBrv3mvCgFW302vDb1XLxgtW15Mhnl74DQHMW1S8pLy3nskZWW63pn-5F27s8dT5W6JKRBg6N8wWGW20tCkD7YYFFSW18fqNG6KsWTtW3jjXyt4FXnBNW4FGRvW4zXFL7W5s8K795Q46cZW6c2FyY5R3WftN3-5F7tcw9ptj8W532tQG2Lg1MGW3Kkf-5Fw5smvScW1bY9tS7mN7k6W3ZJH2s3HnMb-5FN3g8mdRWDczkW1wPx9q4zqt5pW3J9wqc46-5Fw3YW2r2jlK1XgJsvW5Vd8PC2KFWK5W3q0dwW8zMLlDW2pRJPb6-2DNg1RW8lC4TC6Wbm26N5MGl81mtXtKW77GrXG3fBkbDW3NcW2V92RRdFN1r96tXp0p9PW77S-5F-2DJ8mXK-5FsW1zyMBQ5Rk-5F1mW1v7n554xLgnQW7fckK82NQZkSW8NRGKJ5dl8HZW37TB2R85qdfBVRZLsH6NCRWPW38dYft1sfG2Yf7M88PH04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=a3i0hA3WXgtrmkCBBk1v-W0d5JUpyr5ptC_HhKW3mksU876f_JjS8YX8noQqUtmK&s=ayJ7igRFtecch1Z_EAfcV3yEXZfddMYVNUs3mXVxj9s&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-republicans-issue-rfi-on-data-privacy-and-security-framework-comments-due-april-7/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

