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Impact Health Policy Weekly

Over the weekend, President Trump signed the Full-Year Continuing Appropriations Act of 2025 (H.R.
1968), which provides government funding through September 30, 2025, and includes a package of
health care extenders. The House and Senate are in recess this week, but when Congress resumes on
March 24, it will return its attention to advancing the budget reconciliation package and confirming the
Trump Administration’s Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) nominees, including Dr. Oz as
Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) Administrator.

Bipartisan Health Care Package Introduced as Standalone Bill
Last week, Senate Finance Committee Chair, Ron Wyden (D-OR) introduced the Bipartisan Health Care
Act (S. 891), which contains most of the provisions from the 2024 end of the year health care package
(Impact Summary) that were ultimately excluded from the American Relief Act (H.R. 10545). Highlights
of the introduced bill include the following:

e Extending the Medicare telehealth flexibilities until December 31, 2026;

e Anincrease to the Medicare Physician Fee Schedule conversion factor of 3.5 percent for services

furnished between March 1, 2025, and December 31, 2025, bringing the overall payment update
to 0.7 percent.

e Requiring a national provider identifier (NPI) and an attestation for each off-campus outpatient
department of a hospital;

e The reauthorization of the Pandemic and All-Hazards Preparedness Act (PAHPA) and the
SUPPORT Act;

e Several pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) provisions, including Medicare and commercial
transparency requirements, delinking in Part D, prohibiting spread pricing in Medicaid, requiring
rebate pass through for PBMs that contract with ERISA plans; and

e A package of Medicaid provisions encompassing pharmacy, eligibility and enrollment, and
maternal health provisions.

On Friday, Sen. Wyden sought unanimous consent to pass the bill as part of the government funding bill,

but this effort was ultimately blocked by Senator Rick Scott (R-FL) without any explanation. However,
overall Republican support remains less clear. House Energy and Commerce (E&C) Committee Chair Rep.
Brett Guthrie (R-KY) previously expressed interest in advancing the provisions of the year-end package,
while other Republicans are considering the inclusion of some of the package’s provisions, such as the

“doc fix” and PBM reform in their budget reconciliation efforts.

Regulatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is reviewing the following:


https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1968/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/1968/text
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/891/text
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/congress-releases-text-of-health-care-package-to-be-included-in-the-cr/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/118th-congress/house-bill/10545/text
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/wyden-delivers-remarks-and-asks-unanimous-consent-to-pass-the-bipartisan-health-care-act
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CY 2026 Medicare Advantage: Final rule making changes to Medicare Advantage and the
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit (Part D) and the CY 2026 Rate Notice, which is statutorily
required to be released by April 7.

FY 2026 Medicare Payment Rules: Proposed rules updating payments for acute care hospitals

and long-term care hospitals, hospice providers, inpatient psychiatric facilities, inpatient

rehabilitation facilities, and skilled nursing facilities. The proposed rules are slated for April.

Mon. (3/17)

9:00am — RAND Discussion: Health Care Workforce — The RAND Corporation holds a Health
Care Workforce Summit to discuss strategies to develop the health care workforce. Sen. Tim Kaine
(D-VA) will be participating. Details.

1:00pm — Aspen Discussion: Supporting Caregivers — The Aspen Institute holds a discussion to
explore the many challenges facing family and professional caregivers today, as well as the
promising public policy and private sector solutions that could enable all workers to work, care,
and thrive. Details.

Wed. (3/19)

11:00am - CSIS Discussion: State and Local Al Regulation — The Center for Strategic and
International Studies holds a discussion on the state and local artificial intelligence (Al) regulation
landscape. Details.

Additional Multi-Day Events

Mar 18-Mar 19 — HRSA Meeting: Health Service Corps — The Health Resources and Services
Administration (HRSA) holds a meeting of the National Advisory Council on the National Health
Service Corps (NACNHSC) to discuss NHSC priorities for future program issues, proposed policy
changes, updates from clinician workforce experts; and education and practice improvement in
the training development of primary care clinicians. Details.

*NEW?* Impact Memo on Potential Budget Reconciliation Spending Cuts: Medicaid, ACA,
Immigration, Commercial Insurance and More - Available here..

Insights for Impact: Federal Nutrition Programs — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Litigation Tracker: Monitoring Legal Challenges to Trump-Vance Executive Actions — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

Impact Overview of President Trump’s Day One EO — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.
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https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=874512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=857013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877015
https://www.rand.org/events/2025/03/rand-health-workforce-summit.html
https://www.aspeninstitute.org/events/care-economy-us-prosperity/
https://www.csis.org/events/state-and-local-ai-regulation-landscape-dean-ball-ai-policy-podcast
https://www.hrsa.gov/advisory-committees/national-health-service-corps/meetings
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-federal-nutrition-programs/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/litigation-tracker-monitoring-legal-challenges-against-the-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-president-trumps-day-one-executive-orders/
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¢ Impact Memo on Health-Related Staff Picks for the Second Trump Administration — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

Fri. (3/14)
e The SFC convened a hearingto consider the nomination of Dr. Mehmet Oz to serve as
Administrator of CMS. Details.

Thurs. (3/13)
e The Senate HELP Committee advanced the NIH and FDA nominees, and the White House

withdrew its CDC Director nomination. Details.
e MedPAC released its March 2025 Report to Congress. Details.
e  MACPAC released its March 2025 Report to Congress. Details.

Tues. (3/11)

e The House W&M Health Subcommittee convened a hearing to examine challenges in post-acute
care access. Details.

Wed. (3/12)

e CMMI issued a statement and released a fact sheet announcing certain models will be canceled
or end by December 31, 2025. Details.

o USPSTF released a draft research plan focused on screening for cognitive impairment in older
adults. Comments are due April 2. Details.

o The USDA told state officials it will be ending the Local Food for Schools (LFS) and Local Food
Purchase Assistance (LFPA) Cooperative Agreement programs. Details.

Tues. (3/11)
o CMS issued the Marketplace Integrity and Affordability Proposed Rule, which includes a series of

proposals intended to address improper enrollments in Marketplace coverage and reduce
improper federal spending on APTCs. Comments are due April 11. Details.

e April 2: USPSTF released a draft research plan focused on screening for cognitive impairment in
older adults. Details.

e April 7: The FDA issued draft guidance on considerations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
to support regulatory decision-making for drug and biological products. Details.

e April 7: The FDA released draft guidance on artificial intelligence (Al)-enabled device software
functions (AI-DSFs): lifecycle management and marketing submission recommendations. .
Details.


https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/health-care-related-staff-picks-for-the-second-trump-administration/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/hearing-to-consider-the-nomination-of-mehmet-oz-of-pennsylvania-to-be-administrator-of-the-centers-for-medicare-and-medicaid-services-vice-chiquita-brooks-lasure-resigned?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_4Nsf83n8ipsxjy9Eb3Cxy_Ii1qD6HNbZ_H4FjwG-MXF7L60uNWd54jpmUa-hlxxZbxV0x
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/sfc-considers-dr-oz-for-cms-administrator-dr-oz-avoids-taking-a-stance-on-medicaid-cuts-and-pledges-to-use-technology-lifestyle-interventions-and-ma-regulation-to-make-health-care-more-efficient/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nominations-03-13-2025
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/13/white-house-to-withdraw-cdc-director-nominee-00228166
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senate-help-committee-advances-fda-and-nih-nominees-to-full-floor-white-house-withdraws-cdc-nomination/
https://www.medpac.gov/document/march-2025-report-to-the-congress-medicare-payment-policy/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/commission-releases-march-2025-report-to-congress-with-recommendations-for-payment-adequacy-updates-removal-of-freestanding-ipf-limits/
https://www.macpac.gov/wp-content/uploads/2025/03/MACPAC_March-2025-WEB-Final-508.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/macpac-march-2025-report-to-congress-addresses-external-quality-review-in-managed-care-oversight-and-improving-medicaid-home-and-community-based-services/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/health-subcommittee-hearing-on-after-the-hospital-ensuring-access-to-quality-post-acute-care/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-ways-highlights-bipartisan-concerns-with-medicare-advantage/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/statement-cms-innovation-center-aligning-portfolio-statutory-obligation?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_T2EaYcSnLmdsvSfkqyhgFb7yuiI1Z3hL36u2YHPqJLmBr64CR5H2nudZclFwRtX-eiR_S
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/fact-sheets/cms-innovation-center-announces-model-portfolio-changes-better-protect-taxpayers-and-help-americans
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-innovation-center-cancels-eight-models-ahead-of-new-strategy-announcement/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/task-force-releases-draft-research-plan-for-screening-for-cognitive-impairment-in-older-adults-comments-due-april-2/
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/03/10/usda-cancels-local-food-purchasing-for-schools-food-banks-00222796?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9DF2-rBEQCK4uBQzaGNDF1Rnoel-hcyJnwY0TPd8OObRWlRFALeVuSOlqHLLmWH3Smhe3h
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/usda-quietly-cancels-about-1-billion-in-grants-connecting-schools-and-food-banks-to-local-food/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/MarketplacePIRule2025.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-addresses-aca-marketplace-integrity-and-affordability-comments-due-mid-april/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/task-force-releases-draft-research-plan-for-screening-for-cognitive-impairment-in-older-adults-comments-due-april-2/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184830/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-considerations-for-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-to-support-regulatory-decision-making-for-drug-and-biological-products/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184856/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-artificial-intelligence-enabled-device-software-functions-comments-due-april-7/
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e April 7: The House E&C Republican Leadership issued an RF| to gather input on a federal
comprehensive data privacy and security framework. Details.

e April 11: CMS issued the Marketplace Integrity and Affordability Proposed Rule, which includes
a series of proposals intended to address improper enrollments in Marketplace coverage and
reduce improper federal spending on APTCs. Details.

e July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWxz3F1bt12zW62QkGy6YJTkPVDyhz95st2z6N4dVQbT5kBVqW6N1X8z6lZ3l5W3br-5F005ZdynbW1-2DWBrv3mvCgFW302vDb1XLxgtW15Mhnl74DQHMW1S8pLy3nskZWW63pn-5F27s8dT5W6JKRBg6N8wWGW20tCkD7YYFFSW18fqNG6KsWTtW3jjXyt4FXnBNW4FGRvW4zXFL7W5s8K795Q46cZW6c2FyY5R3WftN3-5F7tcw9ptj8W532tQG2Lg1MGW3Kkf-5Fw5smvScW1bY9tS7mN7k6W3ZJH2s3HnMb-5FN3g8mdRWDczkW1wPx9q4zqt5pW3J9wqc46-5Fw3YW2r2jlK1XgJsvW5Vd8PC2KFWK5W3q0dwW8zMLlDW2pRJPb6-2DNg1RW8lC4TC6Wbm26N5MGl81mtXtKW77GrXG3fBkbDW3NcW2V92RRdFN1r96tXp0p9PW77S-5F-2DJ8mXK-5FsW1zyMBQ5Rk-5F1mW1v7n554xLgnQW7fckK82NQZkSW8NRGKJ5dl8HZW37TB2R85qdfBVRZLsH6NCRWPW38dYft1sfG2Yf7M88PH04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=a3i0hA3WXgtrmkCBBk1v-W0d5JUpyr5ptC_HhKW3mksU876f_JjS8YX8noQqUtmK&s=ayJ7igRFtecch1Z_EAfcV3yEXZfddMYVNUs3mXVxj9s&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-republicans-issue-rfi-on-data-privacy-and-security-framework-comments-due-april-7/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/MarketplacePIRule2025.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-addresses-aca-marketplace-integrity-and-affordability-comments-due-mid-april/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

