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Congress returns this week with Speaker Mike Johnson (R-LA) setting the expeditious goal of finalizing
the Republicans’ budget resolution before recessing again in three weeks. However, large differences
remain between the House and Senate versions. The House resolution includes a minimum of $1.5 trillion
in spending cuts and $4.5 trillion in tax cuts, while the Senate version includes $325 billion in new military
and border security spending, along with energy policy changes. Apart from top-line numbers, the Senate
also continues to disagree on the House's plan to cut $880 billion from Medicaid.

In addition to budget reconciliation efforts, Republican leadership is beginning to discuss how to address
the debt limit. Speaker Johnson is considering including the debt limit increase in reconciliation, while
Senate Republicans favor a separate measure for the increase. The “x-date” in which the U.S. will default
on its national debt has not yet been set, but the Bipartisan Policy Center has projected that this could
occur between mid-July and October if Congress does not act.

Confirmation Hearings

The Senate Finance Committee is expected to mark-up the Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services
(CMS) Administrator nominee Dr. Mehmet Oz sometime this week, while the Food and Drug
Administration (FDA) Commissioner nominee, Dr. Marty Makary, and National Institute of Health (NIH)
Director nominee, Dr. Jayanta Bhattacharya could be considered on the Senate floor this week. The Trump
Administration has yet to name a Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) Director nominee,
after withdrawing Dr. Dave Weldon’s nomination, but floated replacements include former Texas

Representative, Dr. Michael Burgess and Florida Surgeon General, Dr. Joseph Ladapo.

Regulatory Update

The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) completed reviewing an interim final rule regarding the
unaccompanied children program. OMB is also reviewing the following:

e CY 2026 Medicare Advantage: Final rule making changes to Medicare Advantage and the
Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit (Part D) and the CY 2026 Rate Notice, which is statutorily
required to be released by April 7.

e FY 2026 Medicare Payment Rules: Proposed rules updating payments for acute care hospitals

and long-term care hospitals, hospice providers, inpatient psychiatric facilities, inpatient

rehabilitation facilities, and skilled nursing facilities. The proposed rules are slated for April.



https://bipartisanpolicy.org/press-release/uncertainty-x-date-march-2025/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=892161
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=874512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=849512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=857013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=877015
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Mon. (3/24)

11:15am - AEI Discussion: Medicaid Sustainability — The American Enterprise Institute for Public
Policy Research (AEIl) holds a discussion on how policymakers can best prioritize vulnerable
populations as they debate ways to make Medicaid spending growth sustainable. Details.
3:00pm - Hearing: VA/Community Provider Interoperability — The House Veterans’ Affairs (VA)
Subcommittee on Technology Modernization holds a hearing to examine ways to improve
interoperability between VA and community providers. Details.

Tue. (3/25)

9:00am — Washington Post Discussion: Al Outlook — The Washington Post holds a discussion
with Rep. Brett Guthrie (R-KY) on the global artificial intelligence (Al) race, the technology’s next
frontiers and the role of education in America’s competitiveness. Details.

10:00am - Markup: Government Reform/Federal Workforce — The House Oversight and
Government Reform Committee holds a markup to consider legislation related to federal
government reorganization, federal employee health benefits, District of Columbia immigration
enforcement compliance, and resolutions of inquiry relating to employment decisions regarding
federal employees and inspectors general of agencies, and to Elon Musk’s role with the federal
government. Details.

12:00pm - Justice in Aging Discussion: Medicaid Advocacy — Justice in Aging holds a discussion
on the state of play and new research about what is at risk for older adults if policymakers cut
Medicaid. Details.

2:30pm - Hearing: Veteran Health Care Access — The House Veterans’ Affairs Subcommittee on
Health holds a hearing titled “Breaking Down Barriers: Getting Veterans ACCESS to Lifesaving
Care.” Details.

Wed. (3/26)

9:00am - Hill Discussion: Women'’s Health, Mental Health, and Emerging Health Care Tech -
The Hill holds the first installment of its Health Next Summit to explore the campaign promises
made by the Republican Administration, dive into the promises made by the new leaders in health
care and the issues at the top of the agenda, and how it could play out for women’s health, mental
health, Al and emerging tech in health care. Reps. Buddy Carter (R-GA), Diana DeGette (D-CO),
Kevin Hern (R-OK), and Kim Schrier (D-WA), will be participating. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: Online Dangers to Children — The House Energy and Commerce
Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade holds a hearing to examine online risks
facing the most vulnerable and take steps to help ensure they are not being exploited by bad
actors online as the Committee considers legislation to protect children online. Details.

10:00am - Hearing: CFPB Reform - The House Financial Services Financial Institutions
Subcommittee holds a hearing titled "A New Era for the CFPB (Consumer Financial Protection
Bureau): Balancing Power and Reprioritizing Consumer Protections.” Details.


https://www.aei.org/events/keeping-medicaid-sustainable-while-prioritizing-the-vulnerable/
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6666
https://www.washingtonpost.com/washington-post-live/2025/03/25/americas-quest-ai-dominance/
https://oversight.house.gov/markup/full-committee-business-meeting-77/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7317412919134/WN_yrijWFLeRCWlxFU_5EFR7A#/registration
https://veterans.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=6669
https://thehill.com/events/5136297-the-hills-health-next-summit/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/commerce-manufacturing-and-trade-subcommittee-the-world-wild-web-examining-harms-online
https://financialservices.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=409505
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e 12:00pm - Economic Club Discussion: Pharmaceutical and Medical Care Innovation — The
Economic Club of Washington, D.C. holds a discussion on issues including sustainable health care
models, innovation in pharmaceutical and medical care delivery and the future of health care.
Details.

o 2:30pm - Congressional Forum: NIH Cuts/Alzheimer’s and Cancer Research — Senators Tammy
Baldwin (D-WI) and Peter Welch (D-VT) hold a forum to discuss the impact of President Trump
and Elon Musk’s funding cuts at the National Institutes of Health (NIH) on finding cures and
treatments for Alzheimer’s disease, cancer, and other diseases. The panel will feature former NIH
leadership, impacted researchers, and patients of NIH clinical studies. Details.

Thurs. (3/27)
e 9:30am - BPC Discussion: Post-Chevron Legislation — The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) holds

a discussion on the challenges the Supreme Court’s decision ending Chevron deference pose for
Congress in how it legislates and directs regulatory agencies. BPC will present recommendations
from its working group on bipartisan steps that Congress can take to address the questions raised
by the Court. Details.

¢ Impact Memo on Potential Budget Reconciliation Spending Cuts: Medicaid, ACA, Immigration,
Commercial Insurance and More - Available here.

e Insights for Impact: Federal Nutrition Programs — In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

e Litigation Tracker: Monitoring Legal Challenges to Trump-Vance Executive Actions — In Policy
Hub Insight Bank here.

e Impact Overview of President Trump’s Day One EO - In Policy Hub Insight Bank here.

Fri. (3/21)
e The FDA announced a further 60-day delay in the implementation of the final rule on

“Nonprescription Drug Product With an Additional Condition for Nonprescription Use” (ACNU).
Details.

Thurs. (3/20)

e The FDA announced a new Chemical Contaminants Transparency Tool database. Details.

Wed. (3/19)

e CMS released a report and datasets on the implementation of the Federal IDR process during the
first six months of 2024. Details.

e President Trump signed an EO entitled, “Continuing the Reduction of the Federal Bureaucracy.”
Details.



https://us02web.zoom.us/webinar/register/8417392003361/WN_jZl0WqcER36SvPukc9dvDw#/registration
https://www.baldwin.senate.gov/news/press-releases/new-baldwin-welch-announce-forum-on-devastating-trump-cuts-at-nih-jeopardizing-cures-for-alzheimers-disease-cancers
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/practical-solutions-for-a-post-chevron-congress/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-federal-nutrition-programs/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/litigation-tracker-monitoring-legal-challenges-against-the-trump-administration/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/overview-of-president-trumps-day-one-executive-orders/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW5LXn1vZ15pW2wBS2X4LY3GtW6mk3Cf5tqRsYN197WXW3m2ndW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3nQW2Yw0283ymt31W1yqbyH3xPTf-2DW6G3Gy840MB0MW4VvfZ65-2DxZ8LW4M-5F5ZZ4278TpW55THBX4xnQp9W37LZXV8r6s3fW5Xj2sW6fRPwjW4DLTpy2Qk-5FbcW6T3TXk2mGfgtW4lFHSl5Wcd0lN8pTXjW3PKWsW2FwsSr1jC2zlW8PW2Jv3np6f0W8Ksdc658KzfDW7mSvfZ49q5-2DlW2BRdkm2fBvN7W4-5FVTXJ1DZWm2W62lf0C4lkDtyW5lN-5F6d5kqSmZW7DHyHW1fGffnW2yP4LF51sbCCW699HpM1Z-5F4V-5FN8HRclCxdzbLW71sbT22njjLmW5zDz6N4dcrShf3qt2nM04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=DKHl6ISdiRZJxfFcvWvctSkpe9rekHxWdf8X4aFhi0JgZHLQUM5ZbTH88aWRAzYJ&s=5n1GKzzo8Tbl2VA5aFrba0kbZl4w8tUkDrix6JJBJNY&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/nonprescription-drug-product-with-an-additional-condition-for-nonprescription-use-rule-finalized-2/
https://www.hfpappexternal.fda.gov/scripts/fdcc/index.cfm?set=contaminant-levels&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8wTe2iSKwVVans7l6gos82hQUq1OvlEdNB0pb8uWNR9Scv5ypuX_JxDva50mSOfUQcceV0
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fda-announces-transparency-tool-for-chemical-contaminants-in-food/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/federal-idr-supplemental-background-2024-q1-2024-q2.xlsx
https://www.cms.gov/nosurprises/policies-and-resources/reports
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/report-and-datasets-on-federal-idr-implementation-for-the-first-half-of-2024-list-of-certified-idr-entities/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VXgYSB3zGtbwW2N5q505H8kxmW5j5c-5FV5tlDbWN5j5FPl5kBVqW50kH-5FH6lZ3pPW1J7BKk18gC7hW1lX2QP1Djbg8W8pfmP02N6zGcW30Ksxq8g07lRW5lpmsT2vhYSnW4RDQ-5Fh2W2jDjN1-2DY-2Dwm5Gsp8W8WmL6D8jQ6YbN8KTtt4RLDJLVwMzNl589cj4W2TR5ZC1cXWkhW4HWNwt97lMv-5FW6cHG4L21FPFDV5ZLqB6r3JtSW7kjCp76TXYB3VLWTtx8w8P3pW8x-2DN2M2ZL5lwW2GQ3-2Dy4FX6pyN4-5FXMSF942cYW1WJPNR7V-2DllPW4ttS327GvmcpW2pNWcL1NcGWlW1wYHy86c0nZ5W6zmL3-2D1xQl-5FnN50PkHTnSg5fW7NslLY16P51LW76cDgY6Hh2MTVR46cy1L3SPjVd4mmN4wsCyRW6Y-2DmMy61QqlCW8kjMH97K0zszN2268W6m0pG4f8ycXK004&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=Q8ydDUy0M89gPrm9Hzsl6_a2hgqh4576sw1hAkgw1MkMJPl_62Lfl0O9TLk-vdPD&s=S6RRBvV_qiAq-lKuxj9bVLlooTOQQKgtT-VCGzFEpBw&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/trump-issues-executive-order-on-federal-agency-reductions-targets-lending-programs-including-cdfi-government-funded-media-outlets-and-homelessness-agencies/
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Tues. (3/18)

HHS Secretary Kennedy directed the FDA to take action on infant formula to ensure its quality,
safety, and nutritional adequacy and keep the supply chain resilient. Details.

April 2: USPSTF released a draft research plan focused on screening for cognitive impairment in
older adults. Details.

April 7: The FDA issued draft guidance on considerations for the use of artificial intelligence (Al)
to support regulatory decision-making for drug and biological products. Details.

April 7: The FDA released draft guidance on artificial intelligence (Al)-enabled device software
functions (AI-DSFs): lifecycle management and marketing submission recommendations. .
Details.

April 7: The House E&C Republican Leadership issued an RFl to gather input on a federal
comprehensive data privacy and security framework. Details.

April 11: CMS issued the Marketplace Integrity and Affordability Proposed Rule, which includes
a series of proposals intended to address improper enrollments in Marketplace coverage and
reduce improper federal spending on APTCs. Details.

July 1: The CDC seeking nominations for membership on the Clinical Laboratory Improvement
Advisory Committee (CLIAC). Details.



https://www.hhs.gov/about/news/operation-stork-speed.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_SOZiJBmcxBypFP18fTeY_G0F6fpuZNReKFGmPYOLb2UHYUt2zk-uCVoalDuEG4j0xxZpH
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fda-announces-new-infant-formula-agenda/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/task-force-releases-draft-research-plan-for-screening-for-cognitive-impairment-in-older-adults-comments-due-april-2/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184830/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-considerations-for-the-use-of-artificial-intelligence-to-support-regulatory-decision-making-for-drug-and-biological-products/
https://www.fda.gov/media/184856/download
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/draft-guidance-issued-on-artificial-intelligence-enabled-device-software-functions-comments-due-april-7/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWxz3F1bt12zW62QkGy6YJTkPVDyhz95st2z6N4dVQbT5kBVqW6N1X8z6lZ3l5W3br-5F005ZdynbW1-2DWBrv3mvCgFW302vDb1XLxgtW15Mhnl74DQHMW1S8pLy3nskZWW63pn-5F27s8dT5W6JKRBg6N8wWGW20tCkD7YYFFSW18fqNG6KsWTtW3jjXyt4FXnBNW4FGRvW4zXFL7W5s8K795Q46cZW6c2FyY5R3WftN3-5F7tcw9ptj8W532tQG2Lg1MGW3Kkf-5Fw5smvScW1bY9tS7mN7k6W3ZJH2s3HnMb-5FN3g8mdRWDczkW1wPx9q4zqt5pW3J9wqc46-5Fw3YW2r2jlK1XgJsvW5Vd8PC2KFWK5W3q0dwW8zMLlDW2pRJPb6-2DNg1RW8lC4TC6Wbm26N5MGl81mtXtKW77GrXG3fBkbDW3NcW2V92RRdFN1r96tXp0p9PW77S-5F-2DJ8mXK-5FsW1zyMBQ5Rk-5F1mW1v7n554xLgnQW7fckK82NQZkSW8NRGKJ5dl8HZW37TB2R85qdfBVRZLsH6NCRWPW38dYft1sfG2Yf7M88PH04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=a3i0hA3WXgtrmkCBBk1v-W0d5JUpyr5ptC_HhKW3mksU876f_JjS8YX8noQqUtmK&s=ayJ7igRFtecch1Z_EAfcV3yEXZfddMYVNUs3mXVxj9s&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-republicans-issue-rfi-on-data-privacy-and-security-framework-comments-due-april-7/
https://www.cms.gov/files/document/MarketplacePIRule2025.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-addresses-aca-marketplace-integrity-and-affordability-comments-due-mid-april/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2024-29646.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cdc-seeking-nominations-for-clinical-laboratory-advisory-committee-due-july-1-2025/

