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Impact Health Policy Weekly 
 
Framing the week  
 
This week, the House is in recess, while the Senate continues Senate Majority Leader John Thune’s goal 
to advance as many appropriations bills as possible before August recess. This includes attempting to put 
a minibus on the Senate floor to fund the departments of Commerce, Justice, Agriculture and Veterans 
Affairs, as well as the Senate Appropriations Committee markup of the Labor-HHS bill. If the Senate is 
able to advance the minibus, it may set the stage to avoid a government shutdown come the end of 
September.  
 
Reconciliation 2.0 
On Friday, Republican Study Committee (RSC) Chair August Pfluger (R-TX) announced the RSC 
Reconciliation 2.0 Working Group to “forge a robust conservative policy framework for a second 
reconciliation bill.” The press release indicates the Rep. Pfluger has directed the Working Group to solicit 
proposals from the RSC members, allies in the Senate, and conservative grassroots groups, which will 
culminate in the release of a policy framework, providing recommendations for the focus, aims, and goals 
of the second reconciliation bill.  
 
Hearings  
On Thursday, the Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions (HELP) Committee will hold a hearing on 
how to lower health costs and make health care more affordable for American patients. We anticipate the 
expiration of enhancements to premium tax credits (PTCs) at the end of the year will be a focal point of 
the discussion. An extension will require bipartisan support. 
 
Rate filings indicate that premiums in the individual market are increasing by a median of 15 percent. The 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) estimates that the expiration of enhanced PTCs will increase the 
number of uninsured people by 4.2 million in 2034. 
 
In June 2024, CBO and Joint Committee on Taxation estimated a one-year extension of the enhancements 
would cost $23 billion and a two-year extension would cost $55 billion. These estimates do not account 
for changes made by the One Big Beautiful Act and the 2025 Marketplace Integrity and Affordability Final 
Rule that are expected to reduce the number of people who receive PTCs and lower federal spending. 
The cost of extending enhancements - either in its current form or with modifications, such as eliminating 
zero-premium plans and limiting the availability of PTCs to people with higher incomes - would need to 
be offset by other policies. The hearing may shed light on possible offsets.  
 
MAHA Update 
Last week, the Departments of Health and Human Services (HHS) and Agriculture (UDSA) jointly 
announced a request for information (RFI) to gather feedback and data to establish a uniform definition 
for “ultra-processed foods (UPFs).” The agencies note that there is currently no standard definition, and 
they describe several alternatives used in literature related to ingredients, manufacturing processes, and 
other factors. Given concerns about the impact of a diet high in UPFs, the agencies say that a uniform 

https://www.appropriations.senate.gov/hearings/full-committee-markup-of-defense-and-labor-health-and-human-services-and-education-appropriations-acts?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=7/28/25%20%20AM:&utm_term=Punchbowl%20AM%20and%20Active%20Subscribers%20from%20Memberful%20Combined
https://rsc-pfluger.house.gov/media/press-releases/one-big-beautiful-sequel-rsc-chairman-launches-working-group-second
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/next-week-senate-help-committee-to-hold-hearing-on-making-health-care-affordable-for-american-patients
https://www.healthsystemtracker.org/brief/individual-market-insurers-requesting-largest-premium-increases-in-more-than-5-years/#Distribution%20of%20proposed%202026%20rate%20changes%20among%20105%20ACA%20Marketplace%20insurers%20in%2019%20states%20and%20The%20District%20of%20Columbia
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2025-06/Wyden-Pallone-Neal_Letter_6-4-25.pdf
https://www.cbo.gov/system/files/2024-06/60437-Arrington-Smith-Letter.pdf
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/25/2025-14089/ultra-processed-foods-request-for-information
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definition will allow for consistency in research and policy. UPFs are a key target of the Make America 
Healthy Again (MAHA) movement spearheaded by HHS Secretary Robert F. Kennedy Jr, and were a major 
focus of the MAHA Commission’s report on drivers of childhood chronic disease (Impact summary). An 
action plan following from that report is due by August 12, 2025. The updated definition of UPFs would 
likely be used in future work from the MAHA Commission and could potentially be used in regulations to 
limit the availability of UPFs, especially in child nutrition programs. The uniform definition may also 
influence the Dietary Guidelines for Americans, 2025-2030, which USDA and HHS are planning to release 
later this year. Comments on the RFI are due by September 23, 2025.  
 
Regulatory Update 
The Office of Management and Budget completed reviewing an interim final rule titled, “Administrative 
Simplification: Modifications to NCPDP Retail Pharmacy Standards. 
OMB is also reviewing the following: 

• Medicare: 
o FY 2026 Medicare Payment. Final FY 2026 payment updates to the acute care hospitals 

and long-term care hospitals, hospice facilities, skilled nursing facilities, inpatient 
rehabilitation facilities, and inpatient psychiatric facilities. These final rules are typically 
published around August 1.   

o CY 2026 Medicare Advantage/Part D Policy. Final CY 2026 policy and technical 
changes to the Medicare Advantage, Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit, and Medicare 
Cost Plan Programs, and PACE 

 
• Medicaid: 

o Gender-Affirming Care. A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Program; Prohibition on 
Federal Medicaid Funding for Sex Trait Modification Procedures Furnished to Children 
and Youth.” 
Immigration Status. A final rule titled, “Medicaid Eligibility Changes Under the 
Affordable Care Act of 2010; Giving States Freedom to Use Immigration Information to 
Determine State Residency for Medicaid Eligibility.” The final rule is part of the Trump 
administration’s efforts to increase federal oversight on states using Federal Medicaid 
funding for the health care of undocumented immigrants.  

o State Directed Payments. A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Managed Care-State 
Directed Payments.” The proposed rule appears intended to advance a presidential 
memorandum released on June 6, which directs HHS to “eliminate waste, fraud, and 
abuse in Medicaid, including by ensuring Medicaid payments rates are not higher than 
Medicare, to the extent permitted by applicable law.” 
 

• Prescription Drugs: 
o 340B Program. A notice from the Health Resources and Services Administration titled, 

“340 Rebate Guidance.” 
o Labels. A notice from the Food and Drug Administration titled, “Safety Labeling 

Changes--Implementation of Section 505(o)(4) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act; Draft Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 

https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/maha-report-on-drivers-of-childhood-chronic-disease-targets-processed-foods-chemical-exposure-and-overprescription-of-pediatric-drugs-and-vaccines/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1017212
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=994517
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=994517
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1019516
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1019513
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1019514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1019514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1019515
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1014514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1014514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1029513
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=964562
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increasing-oversight-states-illegally-using-federal-medicaid-funding-health-care-illegal
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=969562
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032012
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o Non-Opioid Analgesics. An FDA notice titled, “Development of Non-Opioid Analgesics 
for Chronic Pain, Draft Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 

o Investigational Drugs. An FDA notice titled, “Expanded Access to Investigational Drugs 
for Treatment Use: Questions and Answers; Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 
 

• Nutrition:  
o Head Start. A notice from the Administration for Children and Families titled, “Publish 

Request for Information: Nutrition Services in Head Start Programs 

 
This Week in Health Policy 
 
Tue. (7/29)  

• 8:30am – Axios Discussion: Home Ownership – Axios holds a discussion with Sen. Tina Smith 
(D-MN) and housing policy experts on how to expand housing supply and financial security across 
communities through public-private partnerships, policy and economic mobility. Details.  

• 10:00am – Markup: Housing Supply and Affordability – The Senate Banking, Housing and Urban 
Affairs Committee holds a markup of the ROAD to Housing Act of 2025, a bipartisan package of 
bills to boost the nation’s housing supply, improve housing affordability, and increase oversight 
and efficiency of federal regulators and housing programs. Details.  

• 12:00pm – Discussion: Future of Health Technology – The Health Innovation Alliance and the 
Consumer Technology Association hold a discussion about the future of health technology, 
focused on how the current administration is improving access to care through technology and 
data, including telehealth, teleprescribing, and cutting-edge virtual care solutions. Details.  

  
Wed. (7/30)  

• 10:00am – CSIS Discussion: White House AI Action Plan – The Center for Strategic and 
International Studies holds a discussion on the White House Artificial Intelligence (AI) Action Plan 
and the Trump Administration’s vision for U.S. AI leadership and innovation with Michael Kratsios, 
Director of the White House Office of Science and Technology Policy (OSTP). Details. 

• 10:00am – Markup: High-Risk Life Sciences Research – The Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Committee holds a markup of several bills, including S.854, to establish the 
Life Sciences Research Security Board to oversee the award of federal funding for high-risk life 
sciences research. Details.  

• 10:00am – Markup: OTC Monograph Drugs, Rural Health Care, and ERISA/ESOP – The Senate 
Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee holds a markup to consider S.2292, to amend 
the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic Act to revise and extend the user fee program for over-the-
counter monograph drugs, S.2301, to reauthorize the Rural Health Care Services Outreach 
program by five years, S.1727, to amend the Employee Retirement Income Security Act of 1974 
(ERISA) to permit employee stock ownership plan (ESOP) participants to benefit from the full 
amount of beneficial ownership that can be accrued in the plan while also fully realizing the 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1027015
https://axiosopeningdoorsexpandingpath.splashthat.com/
https://www.banking.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/road_to_housing_act_of_2025_legislative_text.pdf
https://www.banking.senate.gov/hearings/07/24/2025/executive-session
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/health-technology-the-new-administration-tickets-1492812906589?aff=oddtdtcreator
https://www.csis.org/events/unpacking-white-house-ai-action-plan-ostp-director-michael-kratsios
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/854
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/hearings/business-meeting-34/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2292
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2301
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1727
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benefits of saving for retirement in a defined contribution plan, and S.1728, to amend ERISA to 
expand the membership of the Advisory Council on Employee Welfare and Pension Benefit Plans 
to include representatives of employee ownership organizations. Details.  

• 12:00pm – R Street Discussion: Patents and Drug Prices – The R Street Institute and the U.S. 
Public Interest Research Group hold a discussion on how to lower drug prices by reforming the 
pharmaceutical industry patent tactics to ensure access and innovation to lower-cost generic 
alternatives. Details.  

• 1:00pm – BPC Discussion: Federal Workforce Programs – The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) 
holds a discussion with officials from the Departments of Education and Labor for insights into 
the administration’s approach to federal workforce programs and the Administration’s strategy to 
address the country’s urgent workforce needs. Details.  

• 2:00pm – TFAH Congressional Briefing: Alcohol and Drug-Related Mortality – The Trust for 
America’s Health (TFAH) holds a congressional briefing on its recent report, Pain in the Nation 
2025: The Epidemics of Alcohol, Drug, and Suicide Deaths, and to discuss steps policymakers 
should take to sustain the progress in reducing drug, alcohol, and suicide deaths and to ensure 
the improvements are experienced in all communities. Details.  

• 2:00pm – SAMHSA Meeting: Nutrition and Behavioral Health – The Substance Abuse and 
Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA) holds a listening session to gather information 
from participants to aid SAMHSA about the development of a resource that will assist partners in 
implementing and sustaining projects addressing the relationship between nutrition and 
behavioral health to promote emotional wellness and reduce the impact of mental health and 
substance use conditions. Details.  

• 2:00pm – Hearing: Loper Bright/Post Chevron Outlook – The Senate Homeland Security and 
Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on Border Management, Federal Workforce, and Regulatory 
Affairs holds a hearing to examine Congress’s role in the regulatory landscape following the 
Supreme Court’s Loper Bright decision to overturn the Chevron deference doctrine. Details..  

• 2:30pm – Hearing: Online Data Privacy – The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Privacy, 
Technology, and the Law holds a hearing to examine protecting and safeguarding Americans' 
online data. Details.  

• 3:30pm – Hearing: Elder Abuse and Neglect – The Senate Aging Committee holds a hearing to 
examine awareness to action, focusing on combating elder abuse and neglect. Details.  

  
Thurs. (7/31)   

• 10:00am – Hearing: Health Care Affordability – The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Committee holds a hearing to examine making health care affordable, focusing on 
solutions to lower costs and empower patients. Details.  

 
• Featured Analysis 

 
• OBBA Medicaid Provisions and Timeline for Implementation – In Policy Hub here. 
• Changes to ACA Premium Tax Credit Policy in 2026 and Beyond - In Policy Hub here. 

https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/1728
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/s-2292-s-1440-s___-s2301-s1727-s1728-and-s___
https://www.rstreet.org/events/stop-skyrocketing-drug-prices-a-briefing-on-patents-and-drug-prices/
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/americas-workforce-from-policy-to-practice/
https://www.tfah.org/report-details/pain-in-the-nation-2025/#:~:text=(Washington%2C%20D.C.%20%E2%80%93%20May%2028,increased%20at%20an%20alarming%20pace.
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/2617520046120/WN_1gRsfWyJQOWECHcIXs9lIQ#/registration
https://event.capconcorp.com/form/view.php?id=227058
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/bmfwra/hearings/the-future-is-loper-bright-congresss-role-in-the-regulatory-landscape/
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/protecting-the-virtual-you-safeguarding-americans-online-data
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/awareness-to-action-combating-elder-abuse-and-neglect
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/making-health-care-affordable-solutions-to-lower-costs-and-empower-patients
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/obbba-medicaid-provisions-and-timeline-for-implementation/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/changes-to-aca-premium-tax-credit-policy-in-2026-and-beyond/
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• Supreme Court Decisions Reshape Medicaid, Gender-Affirming Care, and Judicial Power – In 
Policy Hub here. 

• AI in Health and Governance Roundup: New Frameworks, Tools, and Oversight Challenges – 
In Policy Hub here. 

• Litigation Update: Legal Cases in Response to Trump Administration Executive Actions – In 
Policy Hub Insight Bank here. 

• 100 Days of Disruption: Health Policy Under Trump 2.0 – In Policy Hub Insight Bank here. 
 

Congressional Lookback 
 
Tues. (7/22) 

• The W&M Health and Oversight Subcommittees  held a joint hearing to examine MA and 
potential reforms to the program. Details.  

• The E&C Oversight Subcommittee  held a  hearing on oversight of the U.S. Organ Procurement 
and Transplant System. Details.  
 

Mon. (7/21) 
• The CBO assessed how two hypothetical policy changes – a 10 percent permanent reduction in 

NIH funding and a nine-month increase in FDA review times for NDAs would affect the 
development of new drugs. Details.  
 

Regulatory Lookback 
 
Fri. (7/25) 

• President Trump issued an Executive Order implementing the Administration’s vision to reduce 
homelessness by redirecting federal investments to promote substance use disorder treatment 
and mental health institutional placements for individuals with mental illness. 

• The DOL proposed to rescind 2013 regulations and return to 1975 regulations that would 
exempt home health and personal care aides from minimum wage and overtime requirements 
under the Fair Labor Standards Act. Details.  
  

Thurs. (7/24) 
• The White House released its AI Action Plan, a national strategy to accelerate American 

leadership in artificial intelligence. Details.  
• The FTC convened its second of three listing sessions on ways to make prescription drugs more 

affordable. Details.  
• HHS ASTP/ONC released the USCDI v6 with new data classes and data elements. Details.  

 
Mon. (7/21) 

• CMS released a statement on a recent analysis investigating wasteful spending in Medicaid, CHIP 
and ACA Marketplace plans. Details.  

https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/supreme-court-decisions-reshape-medicaid-gender-affirming-care-and-judicial-power/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-in-health-and-governance-roundup-new-frameworks-tools-and-oversight-challenges/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/litigation-update-legal-cases-in-response-to-trump-vance-administration-executive-actions/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/100-days-of-disruption-health-policy-under-trump-2-0/
https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/joint-subcommittee-hearing-on-medicare-advantage-past-lessons-present-insights-future-opportunities/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ways-and-means-health-and-oversight-committees-examine-medicare-advantage-prior-authorization-and-upcoding-highlighted/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/o-and-i-subcommittee-ensuring-patient-safety-oversight-of-the-u-s-organ-procurement-and-transplant-system?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_rrrqBh7NOCitgl5LHrk50hjveYEXMQgeVfQkYWVbEDL2hnb_mECvx6kj1cqg4qCB8BE24
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/subcommittee-explores-hrsa-report-on-serious-concerns-with-organ-procurement-practices-questions-oversight-by-hrsa-and-organ-procurement-leaders/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWchtN5NfNH1W8G2GWY2n3STdV3Z50p5zgCcMN4KxWMT3m2nnW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3nHW4mY7j0117-5F7mW3Z-5F9k14lHxfpVKTLcb4Xq-5Fx0W99BGCn71hBx7N90lNtZ5GkRnN8pqWysKvn2fW7K16dM5nZ3B3W6y6lyq3mY7g-5FV5FCb97FTXZhW6CcD-5FX3J1znkW3hLbJ93zMp3FW5pJFQx17Rh-5F9W2c9N1w3vjRNNW3m4GCM9m18zVW5Jyv2l8w9FB4W70z-5F311mfV-5FTW6tPNq77-2D7t-2DbW5dzpt97rf8KtW400kZd2gFxnxW2yP8cn4FlC8LW6VGWww6zjtVFW5V3w7P3TycJYW308pp84sQZ5qW3McWXF2nPP4nW7Llt187RhF2qN1hnh-2DlWCWv6f4GSFCj04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=fGfWQMWwaWY7keUqlWx3UEZgMDwLvSR5inwac4sxjb5Isyw5gsU-nC5VI2KJlxn1&s=Ijl3ZkIai8jCp99ByBePl0aqHom9rPisH-My-QkgKU4&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/analysis-finds-that-nih-funding-cuts-and-increased-fda-review-times-would-lead-to-53-fewer-new-drug-approvals/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/07/ending-crime-and-disorder-on-americas-streets/?source=email
https://mypolicyhub.com/light-topics/vision/?topic=313
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/07/02/2025-12316/application-of-the-fair-labor-standards-act-to-domestic-service
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/proposed-rule-exempts-home-health-and-personal-care-aides-from-federal-minimum-wage-and-overtime-requirements/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVQW3N4vJ-2DLSW1l8JLy1bC-5F0jW3pvQRf5zntT2N5r-5FRS83m2nnW95jsWP6lZ3mrM-2D-5FxX78KvyVW94rsVd2fLC3MW3P2spQ7rWqvLW5mprJr1n674JW8dc1xT8zdylsW5HlCvH8SfsSrN1mYH81yknhLW8CfFpj1lNC9RN7XVrBD4ql91W4-2DnlX-5F82xtjTN3J2QFcmbcHNN7G55fC89qhnW7hsqjM33-5FV7wW6-2Dv3vp3m3yQHW92gKBM5xjp-2DqW3Gtz688ZGRqzW7NC75H7L9N0wW34mnB75KzDnCW5hF7J62zKRhvW25V0CH9j2b2QW35cpHq8ZSqbkVHVpL05yvKftW8vlQDP1RZY5-5FW705tjg6dS0KxW10dzfp57PWGFW7mRcdy7HjkJyW8Zbv1K249lD4W65QgZh66p3CPW8xnJHv8gS9WKVgVkmC2jFRr2dBsWgx04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=zZYGSn_tkEal4B3_WnGVVuK900uCK2uJB6zYRk7VkgyGmVm0G27Rn-Gw7xSRsPXU&s=Zda1U1s7K-1sOxft43duQMbNNJ99-n3w-0ytLy5NWrQ&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/president-trump-unveils-ai-action-plan-focused-on-innovation-domestic-infrastructure-and-international-diplomacy-alongside-complementary-executive-orders-promotes-ai-use-by-critical-infrastructure/
https://www.ftc.gov/news-events/events/2025/07/listening-session-formulary-benefit-practices-regulatory-abuse-impacting-drug-competition
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ftc-and-doj-hold-second-listening-session-on-ways-to-make-prescription-drugs-more-affordable-focuses-on-pbm-and-patent-reform/
https://www.healthit.gov/topic/standardsbulletin_25-2?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9tL7Vh9qOPAuTc5XZkTlyiHIO_AYSpWQx6-7oq-VHrlltKEqyhP6LsGR4xn0qy5OFPBq2c
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-final-uscdi-v6-accepting-suggestions-for-v7-through-september-29/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-finds-28-million-americans-potentially-enrolled-two-or-more-medicaid/aca-exchange-plans
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-takes-action-to-address-waste-fraud-and-abuse-by-examining-medicaid-dual-enrollment/
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• HHS  announced its intention to increase oversight of OPOs by HRSA following an investigation 
of potential “disturbing practices.” Details.  

• The USPSTF released a final research plan on interventions for tobacco cessation in adults. 
Details.  
 

Comment & Application Deadlines 

  
• August 13: HHS announced that the Trump Administration is rescinding a previous interpretation 

of the PRWORA in order to prevent access to federal public benefits for non-citizens. Details 
• August 29: CMS issued the CY 2026 home health prospective payment and rate update proposed 

rule. Details.  
• August 29: CMS issued the CY 2026 ESRD PPS proposed rule. Details.  
• September 11: The FDA issued an RFI to begin its process of reviewing nutrition requirements in 

infant formulas. Details.  
• September 12: CMS released the CY 2026 Medicare PFS proposed rule. Details. 
• September 15: CMS released the CY 2026 OPPS proposed rule. Comments are due September 

15. Details.  
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/hrsa-to-reform-organ-transplant-system.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ZmyyrMvnVlBzPtpYSMFmxETG2_RC8Ed3reXSyV77babrC-m70Cja4aXKHorMZquALKF6t
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/hhs-announces-enhanced-oversight-of-opo-procurement-processes-following-reopened-case/
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