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Impact Health Policy Weekly 
 
Framing the week  
 
Congress is in recess until after Labor Day and will resume on September 2. During this period, Impact 
Health Policy Partners will provide a series of brief policy outlooks examining key priority areas likely to 
shape the health policy landscape this fall. This week, we are examining Medicaid and the Trump 
Administration’s Make American Health Again (MAHA) efforts. 
 
Medicaid 
 
The recent budget reconciliation package is arguably one of the most influential pieces of legislation to 
impact the Medicaid program. The One Big Beautiful Bill (H.R. 1) includes significant changes to Medicaid 
heavily impacting both state financing, through limitations to provider taxes and state directed payments, 
as well as eligibility and enrollment through the establishment of new Medicaid work requirements and 
a doubling of the frequency of Medicaid redeterminations for the Medicaid expansion population. The 
more than $900 billion in Medicaid cuts are the largest cuts experienced by the program since it was 
created almost 60 years ago. Implementation of this legislation will touch many policy areas including 
state legislation and special sessions, state and federal regulatory policy, and likely several pieces of 
guidance and state Medicaid official letters issued by CMS. Impact Health will be closely tracking all 
developments related to the implementation of this legislation.  Please do not hesitate to contact a 
member of our team to discuss how we can support you in achieving your organization’s goals related to 
the implementation of H.R. 1.  
 
In addition to H.R. 1, there are a range of other areas that are expected to shape Medicaid during the 
remainder of the year.  We outline a number of them below including a potential second budget 
reconciliation package, forthcoming regulations, recent state plan amendment approvals, implementation 
of CMS’ altered guidance on continuous coverage, and litigation.  
 
Reconciliation Part Two 
There are currently rumblings of a potential second budget reconciliation bill this fall.  For procedural 
reasons, Congress cannot pursue a package before October 1.  Speaker Johnson is reported to be 
considering a one largely focused on tax provisions but he may not have the political buy-in necessary to 
pass another package.  The Republican Study Committee is holding a Reconciliation 2.0 workgroup and 
is also hosting staff briefings throughout the August recess to solicit recommendations for proposals to 
include in the package. Last week, Paragon Health Institute President Brian Blase was invited to speak to 
the Republican Study Committee about additional cuts to the Medicaid program. According to reports 
from Politico, the briefing covered a range of topics including the percentage of Medicaid costs covered 
by the federal government (i.e. the FMAP).   
 
Specific Medicaid cuts that might re-emerge from the first reconciliation discussion could include a second 
attempt to penalize states for covering immigrant groups by reducing their FMAP or other federal funding.  
The House version of H.R. 1 included a penalty that would have reduced the 90% enhanced FMAP rate 

https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW29mj9fnMYlW1bzhqN9bSfp7W7MhRLh5yVfmqN4jRWcdhbkpvW6N3-5FxK6lZ3pMW4TMk4L6T-5FV-5FfW2Xc1tB4jqFJ-5FW5gwTHf5-5FDLHsVWL0qY4wYdkmW6H7chZ4-5FWS9pW3fTMl75h3Hf-5FN7f1Z-2D0n0rYqW88xwQ13-5FcWpzW9kBBbs73-2DxndVvB-2DNB6nKPkvW8V687m9m19bJN3VgCkp6R-5Fd-2DN83VMBCJmn9HW3wRnWZ5Fzy-5FXW7QYJWk74F9-5F-5FW3Byz4N8gcQg4W7lGNBn6KRxkCW5fSD5j8mt5K8W8xhMZr5dPS0LW8JxT4c7GCvlBW1BJCB-5F3C6G1HW37Bm5m1fC0gQW2Q5r0T7kM3xGW4h7FQ87Z6LPvW4Q-2DQy93Yt-5FRDMzX8MhSjd-2DHW5pDrzp3VZND8W5w5g8b2fH865W44SJzf6pfslmW5DDnz-2D96dtLpW5wbtgv6vqk3zW1Tt-5Fs97jVmbsW5xZhW579FpKFW2xww044LDwqrN4qrJgvz3JkPW4vxSyR5QgRRJW9lzlJX5-2DVYg1W5mPXxZ1qBtTPW5QpKLr5MmlQFN84VtV-5Fj6N5hW570xyP2hLJCzW4DSXxp5Y10-5FYW3v9N6T89N71xW1XR2r82wYH0DW20VM6y3YtP22W5JS4-2DH96PFqHN7nWtvFxfl1QW984Z-2Ds5rDl70W1fCbMM7gdndlW75vc3h86z64LW43CCmK8JxVlyW16swGJ43fMZ4W99WnQJ53ncQQVLlfGG5bGXYfW8F2WHD1kj3ghW46LTXm51wcnZN5RDf3MH7dYKW8mqPR97PJMD7W1tjvx66-5FHhXDW1-5Fr0nM489Qz6VGtCx812HDsXW4GWhT07l2k03N2PNsBgCk-2D5dW5r5LJx3rjG-2DYN3DXXpgCKbwzW3byX8v7tK-2DxSW1PfGXF4HH-5FhYW7MSgd486JssGW6h5GGN38WsdFW2wHcnJ8qzfVgW7YL2NP8SclpgW3xfgfR7611PWW2wV5RQ5yDmdJW4Tzrx42-2D7VKCW2nSpmG6jMFwMN1F8MCWyMblSN8YtDn-2DQxM-5FrW5d87xx1fndWYW33XVHr1rzh5HW3sGs8W1lhPN8W4snDk65L89d3W66DfFS4jFLZMVKdfC511m6x1W6-2Ds14b3DYQsnW2mYs-5Fw4d9NgsW6v516V4CFD14W7xj4mv93WHs7W7JDRh255VZvwW4Z7sh48CJnqfVzzWwV8hg79xW5-2DyyWp53RGr3VfjR0F8mSQ8cW4MR5nH2-5F2t8DW8QBfpz5K6DHWW7RcwCH6H-5Flz0W9kzyzb1mWCmBW270dN64CBTYFW7QRNPl3RGHrqW1cXndQ6SkR1MW7khWkq2lZqTPW6ySG0h4pKgpnW6SdTP97DyWjVW27jTVB4LR1SjV-5FvBZl3T9PnqW6vFhr74bNSkYN6g-2DwbwkDTZ2W3r0sKF8GmFdsW31-5F6sK4H-2DHKpW6NX62z8QzDF7N89y6861Q2YpW77VL9M75RTTgW6mg4tD42s1bdW36sZCv1GyxhMW8Zrjqj5-2D3D3ZW5gc1DJ7JpGJCW5-5FS1GN4Xn-2D7fN4rg9Hv4hzh0N4SKXY9MlZD4f6wPzLT04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=W8tTpc6ITSXnxppp69aBkFem02rWKy2FwLwxueSX7g7gWWazCHuUgf8lp8CuFS4O&s=q2qQte6gI22vpLrA5GYndeNDjJA3tYNCRW12gXOqdr0&e=
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/08/house-medicaid-cuts-brian-blase-00508181?site=pro&prod=alert&prodname=alertmail&linktype=article&source=email
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that states receive to cover the cost of Medicaid expansion to 80% if they provided health coverage to or 
helped immigrants afford health coverage plans utilizing state-only dollars.  That provision was ultimately 
removed in the Senate and not included in the final bill.  Similarly, the House version of H.R. 1 would have 
prohibited Medicaid dollars from covering gender affirming care for Medicaid enrollees including both 
adults and minors.  That too was removed in the Senate but the Administration continues to be interested 
in it and we could see it re-arise in a new way if there is a second budget reconciliation bill. A third potential 
Medicaid provision could be a longer ban on Medicaid funding flowing to entities such as Planned 
Parenthood that provide abortions with non-governmental funds. House Budget Chair Jodey Arrington 
(R-TX) has urged lawmakers to revise policies that were removed from H.R. 1 due to the Byrd Rule so 
that they comply with the Senate rules.  
 
In addition to considering a second Budget Reconciliation package, members of Congress have also 
proposed legislation that would alter Medicaid policy including in the first budget reconciliation bill.  
Senator Hawley (R-MO) introduced the Protect Medicaid and Rural Hospitals Act (S. 2279) to repeal H.R. 
1’s caps on Medicaid state provider taxes and to increase funding for the Rural Health Transformation 
Program.  Rep Steube (R-FL) and Senator Paul (R-KY) introduced the Excluding Illegal Aliens from 
Medicaid Act (H.R. 4384; S. 2244) to accelerate the timeline for implementing H.R. 1’s  provision that 
renders certain legal immigrant ineligible for Medicaid effective immediately.  This includes refugees, 
asylees, victims of domestic violence, and survivors of sex trafficking, all who are in the country legally 
and currently eligible for full Medicaid.  The provision is otherwise scheduled to take effect October 1, 
2026. Neither of these bills have seen additional action.  
 
Regulatory Actions – Forthcoming Regulations  
There are currently three Medicaid-related rules are under review at the Office of Management and 
Budget (OMB): a final rule in support of the Trump administration’s efforts to increase federal oversight on 
states using Federal Medicaid funding for the health care of undocumented immigrants; a proposed 
rule likely related to the presidential memorandum released on June 6 and H.R. 1’s provision to tie state 
directed payments to Medicare rates; and a proposed rule to prohibit the use of Medicaid funding for 
gender affirming care for minors, something the administration tried to do through budget reconciliation 
but did not ultimately include in H.R. 1.  As OMB reviews each of these regulations in the coming weeks 
or months, we will see them finalized and/or published for public comment.  
 
Medicaid Waivers 
 
Trends in SPA Approvals 
CMS has approved 327 State Plan Amendments (SPAs) since the second Trump Administration began.  
These range from establishing coverage for Certified Community Behavioral Health Clinics in Georgia to 
new home and community based services (HCBS) in Kentucky. In particular, an array of maternal and child 
health related SPAs have been approved, including a recent expansion of nurse home visiting Targeted 
Case Management in Oregon, presumptive eligibility for pregnant women in Mississippi, payment changes 
in Arkansas including unbundling and increasing rates for prenatal, delivery and postpartum professional 
services by 70%, expanding the categories of providers who can offer prenatal and postnatal psychosocial 
counseling services in Utah, and updated payment methodology for long-acting reversible contraception 
provided immediately postpartum at acute care hospitals in Washington.  

http://ttps/www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2279
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/4384
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/senate-bill/2244
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=964562&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZsUiBpWtc5XTuGyZZSomU8FkXU2eht3c-rqorsXKQPlP8cGg-eSHTbUzHV9wbouT08bo0
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increasing-oversight-states-illegally-using-federal-medicaid-funding-health-care-illegal?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZsUiBpWtc5XTuGyZZSomU8FkXU2eht3c-rqorsXKQPlP8cGg-eSHTbUzHV9wbouT08bo0
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZsUiBpWtc5XTuGyZZSomU8FkXU2eht3c-rqorsXKQPlP8cGg-eSHTbUzHV9wbouT08bo0
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZsUiBpWtc5XTuGyZZSomU8FkXU2eht3c-rqorsXKQPlP8cGg-eSHTbUzHV9wbouT08bo0
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ZsUiBpWtc5XTuGyZZSomU8FkXU2eht3c-rqorsXKQPlP8cGg-eSHTbUzHV9wbouT08bo0
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1029513
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/GA-23-0010.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/KY-24-0010.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/spa/downloads/OR-25-0016.pdf
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWJtLV32MDnNN1CfySwzdPpZW95j2m75B5c09N3mxJ7j3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3nmVjjBw84zFsCKV8f26y3dXMgqW89vrLn5QvbvSW1rBZ6L458wbcW1J-2DCz71bfGTPW4KPsb91gslZhVTlhYH7tgVMlW6hR2s773cNLNW55Jvnz66-5F-2D-5FtW8d-2Df-2DL4cGy0SW8P1Fz65KW9GzW6Mb9DH4xmvclN3Tzf5-2DHQrxHW5v-2DXL-5F17-2DYT3W4VTlh-5F2Dy0qcW8DSzcZ2Zb-5FQLW42pHQd8g-5FMf4W3dZFS06Dm6JnW1rbWrR264BTFW8df-5FSR5xMPzmW1Gj6q04q8xKvW2ZjNLS3SwBsWW3VGGp02hZ16HN5BcQjBX8B3rW3Jp1b023RZNBW5Hv0Nd7bXWRFW44Gn-2Dc2PLCqSW2H8ZvW9fLHTMf60J3gM04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=3TqQ56pfTwUnYy6cGHHCOUVkagCK-oAkxYsr6QppkWghFcjhTsxu4KLSIj7Oprmw&s=S85Uwpl5tsNDD9Qjd3CpB3LRf8owNLDE9P2U8-ciulY&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWJtLV32MDnNN1CfySwzdPpZW95j2m75B5c09N3mxJ7j3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3kBN77XX1dMQfdCW8LgtRr7Mcs-2DvW7-2D5GFp33wDsBW7LfR0W8Ktmb-5FM9NXVllVmPsW2Txvs15YJ856N8Zjmd-2DCS9TcW3l2t8y49cxK0W8l3ps34-2DL0-5FvW4sD-5Fsb3H7sd9W737k3s3HBnxLW5hSsv-5F2872QHW8W3fVL3YgDw8W5prlPH6vT5sSN5FcwzmRqQLsW2lgXwF31lwYJVrhbKs4-2DzLWRW1mHKfh4Lc0dxW181d-5FV4NmC9cN6ZB-2DsfZtP4cW492m-5Fp6yf-2DtqW833X5x2cxMVJW39yBlG76KQf0VJ99v91ZX1WjW2KSLR18VZK8DN3SP8MfkP-5F-5FBW1Grj8C5L8SN0W82LSzk1Y0Q-2D5f2fXVMd04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=3TqQ56pfTwUnYy6cGHHCOUVkagCK-oAkxYsr6QppkWghFcjhTsxu4KLSIj7Oprmw&s=pTDkT-SCUITW2fmUDEORwRRsvYdVqZ2K0X0QbcS964A&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWJtLV32MDnNN1CfySwzdPpZW95j2m75B5c09N3mxJ7j3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3nWW5SStSw62FvmcV-2D0Xn-2D3h28hGW4j7k-2D53b-5FbC7W6GWqZg7W9lfQW55Phm28V3dW1W89j6yr3dm379W1RswfS5-5FNs2XW8N05Lb8whB0DW62rRfB1N-5FLxgW4-2Dk8YT5-5FKFfBW1Bfbcw806FmpW7LtHt18LVNBzW8f6sx21TZ5c-5FW3y1Wyr4352B1W3WFsNg1ZdNRxW539v297KJbwvW5t81gd6zk9gcW5Gst-5FP7bQ0cqW28qcp18x37xBW5NzBhN2Lg6W1W3g1k6M1yvBWVW42fHMv13T-5FygW5Rl-5FXD69vd9BW2KX57p5S-2Dj7VW3dYg2v4Rql23W8QyBpk4PsLJzN3MHlmVgFBskN6xPX8ZQJrD3f4kDm4n04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=3TqQ56pfTwUnYy6cGHHCOUVkagCK-oAkxYsr6QppkWghFcjhTsxu4KLSIj7Oprmw&s=Ya-7fS6Xtl8sslunKTFGJ1tX3WKL7VZDHRkerxf0vZQ&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWJtLV32MDnNN1CfySwzdPpZW95j2m75B5c09N3mxJ7j3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3pDW666yMD983y5LW1L8ZqF98z0VnW3R7h9k50K3GcVtX2cf9cKp0SW4w9xL95JRb2bW3sZm-5Fg2G1PMcW6k52w83pJnHqW6pmNJp4tjV6QW3SHBgd2gl91dN9gl3-5F0j1KGqW8JMqbL1Y2-2DvHVYc39R3KhPTkN8gTRvfFGWtgW2K4Hfs8QPdKsW3sDH4c5F8SQDW43ZBLJ28pcmtW77jfLL3dk07dW5NbwHc8BvBg9W8S6nWF4R-2DHQNW1FfvYR2yZmp8W1ZhcCK3LNjj3VdhgKp6ZrT5WW1s-5FH0r8MCxhGW95DpQC1Sx6yQW7sWBLq8yMHXKW23ZCcn2thFyTW34-2DK6X1NTy8vW7jng097TRhHMf8p10MM04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=3TqQ56pfTwUnYy6cGHHCOUVkagCK-oAkxYsr6QppkWghFcjhTsxu4KLSIj7Oprmw&s=2w9nkjBKGlMyX_Rcc5GI_CTbOf63so8TA0bxVpF-4VY&e=
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Implementation of CMS Guidance Altering Continuous Eligibility  
A notable change in Medicaid waiver policy occurred when CMS announced that the agency does not plan 
to approve any new state waivers or extend existing state waivers that that provide continuous eligibility 
for periods or populations beyond what is required under Medicaid or CHIP statute. CMS explained at the 
time that it believes that providing continuous eligibility could potentially impact fiscal and program 
integrity, and as a result the agency will work with states that have existing approved waivers for 
continuous eligibility and provide technical assistance to help states unwind their continuous eligibility 
plans. According to data from Kaiser Family Foundation, 12 states have received waiver approval to 
implement different continuous eligibility policies. How CMS supports states to minimize Medicaid 
disenrollment and churn as they unwind continuous eligibility waiver programs will provide valuable 
insights into the numerous provisions of H.R. 1 that will pose similar challenges to eligibility and 
enrollment of qualified Medicaid beneficiaries.  

 
Litigation   
Litigation filed by the Planned Parenthood Federation of America is pending against the provision of H.R. 
1 that prohibits federal Medicaid funding from flowing to organizations that provide abortions. Medicaid 
funding has long been banned from being used for abortions. This provision takes restrictions to a new 
level by banning Medicaid funding from organizations such as Planned Parenthood members that provide 
abortions with non-federal funds.  As of August 18th, a preliminary injunction issued in late July remains 
in place and is currently blocking the Trump Administration from implementing the provision against 
Planned Parenthood Federation of America members nationwide.  As this case continues in the courts, 
time will show whether the provision can stand and set a new precedent, or if the courts rule it unlawful. 
A coalition of 22 state Attorney Generals and D.C. also filed suit against the Defund Provision alleging 
that the provision forces them to either defund critical health care centers or cover the costs themselves, 
thus undermining Medicaid’s federal-state financing framework. A third case arguing that the provision 
violates the Equal Protection Clause was also filed in Maine.  The outcome of these cases – and whether 
the preliminary injunction remains in effect – will shape Medicaid enrollee’s access to the broad range of 
health services provided by Planned Parenthood ranging from contraception to cancer screenings.  
 
Of note, these legal challenges come following the Supreme Court ruling in June in Medina v Planned 
Parenthood that states are allowed to exclude certain providers – including Planned Parenthood clinics – 
from their Medicaid programs. As the year proceeds, we could see additional states alter their Medicaid 
provider lists and remove Planned Parenthood or other providers whose broadscale services they 
disagree with.  
  
CMS Publishes Guidance for Medicaid Managed Care Rate Development 
The Centers for Medicare & Medicaid Services (CMS) has released the 2025–2026 Medicaid Managed 
Care Rate Development Guide, a resource for states to use when setting capitation rates with managed 
care plans for Medicaid beneficiaries. The guide specifies the information that must be included in states’ 
actuarial rate certifications for CMS review and approval for rating periods between July 1, 2025, and June 
30, 2026. 
 
The guide is organized into three main sections: 

https://www.kff.org/medicaid/issue-brief/medicaid-waiver-tracker-approved-and-pending-section-1115-waivers-by-state/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70721678/planned-parenthood-federation-of-america-inc-v-kennedy/?utm_campaign=lawsuits-related-to-trump-admin-actions&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=www.courtwatch.news
https://ag.ny.gov/sites/default/files/court-filings/state-of-california-et-al-v-united-states-department-of-health-and-human-services-et-al-complaint-2025.pdf
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70807994/the-family-planning-association-of-maine-v-united-states-department-of/?utm_campaign=lawsuits-related-to-trump-admin-actions&utm_medium=referral&utm_source=www.courtwatch.news
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/23-1275_e2pg.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/24pdf/23-1275_e2pg.pdf
https://www.medicaid.gov/medicaid/managed-care/downloads/2025-2026-medicaid-rate-guide-082025.pdf
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• Section I covers requirements that apply to all Medicaid managed care capitation rates. 
• Section II addresses considerations for developing rates that include long-term services and 

supports (LTSS). 
• Section III focuses on issues specific to capitation rates for the new adult group. 

 
Two appendices provide additional details: Appendix A outlines procedures for the accelerated rate 
review process, and Appendix B describes the documentation required when states use in-lieu-of services 
and settings. 
 
Make America Healthy Again  
 
Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Robert F. Kennedy Jr. is spearheading 
the Administration’s actions related to the Make America Healthy Again (MAHA) movement, a broad 
initiative focused on chronic disease prevention and rooted in skepticism about the U.S. government and 
food and pharmaceutical industries. Included here is a high-level summary of recent MAHA-related 
actions on nutrition, vaccines, and chronic disease. Below, we provide an update on the work of the 
MAHA Commission.  
 
MAHA Report 
 
While Secretary Kennedy is leading the MAHA movement, President Trump established the MAHA 
Commission through Executive Order 14212 to include a variety of cabinet members from relevant 
federal agencies such as the Department of Agriculture (USDA), Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC), Food and Drug Administration (FDA), National Institutes of Health (NIH), Department 
of Education, and Environmental Protection Agency (EPA). The Commission’s first charge is to issue an 
assessment on drivers of childhood chronic disease by May 22nd and an action plan based on the 
assessment by August 12th.  
 
The first report identified poor diet, aggregation of environmental chemicals, lack of physical activity and 
chronic stress, and overmedicalization as the root of chronic disease (Impact summary). HHS and USDA 
received significant pushback from various industry groups implicated in the report, especially the 
historically conservative agriculture industry. Stakeholders and congressional Democrats also 
questioned the Secretary about inaccuracies, unsubstantiated claims, and false citations in the first 
MAHA report. In a hearing, Secretary Kennedy said he did not personally review citations, but claimed 
that the errors were corrected and the conclusions are unchanged. Democrats countered that changing 
the sources without modifying the conclusions in the report indicates that the Administration cherry-
picked evidence to support existing beliefs in the MAHA movement.  
 
The controversy surrounding the first report is expected to influence the subsequent action plan. Farm 
groups reportedly received promises that USDA will not ban widely used pesticides mentioned in the 
first report. There is also pressure on the Administration to ensure that the citation issues in the first 
report are not repeated. HHS stated that the strategy report was delivered to the President on August 
12th, but is not yet public as the Administration coordinates relevant officials. Draft materials leaked by 

FTA_MAHA_Additional%20Summary.pdf
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/02/establishing-the-presidents-make-america-healthy-again-commission/?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--oFVWAiwY7zzj6stjpt_LX6KUxe7fkIEOMIn06za7sGdiROGyb62OHQ5whq-kd0tXkK8tQ
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/maha-report-on-drivers-of-childhood-chronic-disease-targets-processed-foods-chemical-exposure-and-overprescription-of-pediatric-drugs-and-vaccines/
https://democrats-energycommerce.house.gov/media/press-releases/ec-democrats-probe-maha-report-filled-errors
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-subcommittee-hearing-the-fiscal-year-2026-department-of-health-and-human-services-budget
https://subscriber.politicopro.com/article/2025/07/white-house-maha-pesticides-kennedy-farm-groups-00452206
https://www.politico.com/news/2025/08/11/kennedy-maha-strategy-trump-public-release-00502711
https://www.politico.com/f/?id=00000198-adc3-d0bd-a1db-bfdb703d0000&source=email
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Politico list plans to address the issues identified in the first report, including enhanced research, food 
and drug marketing and review reforms, deregulation, agency restructuring, public education, and 
private sector collaboration.  
 
Regulatory Update 
Note: The OMB website displaying the review status of regulations has been “under maintenance” since 
at least Friday, August 15. Below, we highlight pending regulations as of Monday, August 11.  
 
The Office of Management and Budget completed reviewing an interim final rule titled, “Administrative 
Simplification: Modifications to NCPDP Retail Pharmacy Standards.OMB is also reviewing the following: 
 

• Medicare: 
o CY 2026 Medicare Advantage/Part D Policy. Final CY 2026 policy and technical 

changes to the Medicare Advantage, Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit, and Medicare 
Cost Plan Programs, and PACE 

 
• Medicaid: 

o Gender-Affirming Care.  
▪ A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Program; Prohibition on Federal Medicaid 

Funding for Sex Trait Modification Procedures Furnished to Children and Youth.” 
▪ A proposed rule titled, “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Hospital Condition of 

Participation: Limiting Participation Based on the Performance of Sex Trait 
Modification Procedures on Children.” 

o Immigration Status. A final rule titled, “Medicaid Eligibility Changes Under the 
Affordable Care Act of 2010; Giving States Freedom to Use Immigration Information to 
Determine State Residency for Medicaid Eligibility.” The final rule is part of the Trump 
administration’s efforts to increase federal oversight on states using Federal Medicaid 
funding for the health care of undocumented immigrants.  

o State Directed Payments. A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Managed Care-State 
Directed Payments.” The proposed rule appears intended to advance a presidential 
memorandum released on June 6, which directs HHS to “eliminate waste, fraud, and 
abuse in Medicaid, including by ensuring Medicaid payments rates are not higher than 
Medicare, to the extent permitted by applicable law.” 
 

• Prescription Drugs: 
o Labels. A notice from the Food and Drug Administration titled, “Safety Labeling 

Changes--Implementation of Section 505(o)(4) of the Federal Food, Drug, and Cosmetic 
Act; Draft Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 

o Non-Opioid Analgesics. An FDA notice titled, “Development of Non-Opioid Analgesics 
for Chronic Pain, Draft Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 

o Investigational Drugs. An FDA notice titled, “Expanded Access to Investigational Drugs 
for Treatment Use: Questions and Answers; Guidance for Industry; Availability.” 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1017212
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1014514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1014514
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1029513
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1057014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=964562
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-increasing-oversight-states-illegally-using-federal-medicaid-funding-health-care-illegal
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032012
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1032014
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• Nutrition:  

o Head Start. A notice from the Administration for Children and Families titled, “Publish 
Request for Information: Nutrition Services in Head Start Programs 

This Week in Health Policy 
 
Wed. (8/20)  

• 1:00pm – BPC Discussion: H.R.1 Impacts on Family Benefits and Housing – The National Press 
Club’s Journalism Institute and the Bipartisan Policy Center (BCP) hold a discussion on H.R.1’s 
impact on family benefits and housing, including what the law means for the Low-Income Housing 
Tax Credit and the child tax credit. Details.  

• 1:30pm – Health Affairs Discussion: 340B Drug Pricing Program – Health Affairs holds a 
discussion on the 340B Drug Pricing Program, including updated policy considerations and 
implementation timelines. Details.  

• 2:00pm – Justice in Aging Discussion: Issues Impacting Older Immigrants – Justice in Aging 
holds a discussion to provide a high-level overview of major issues facing older immigrants in 
2025. The webinar will also provide advocates with information regarding the recent sharing of 
private Medicaid information to immigration officials, the narrowing of immigrant eligibility for 
Medicare and Medicaid, and the erosion of protected areas from immigration enforcement. Details.  

 
Thurs. (8/21)   

• 4:00pm – RAND Discussion: Health Insurance for Veterans 65 and Over – The RAND Epstein 
Family Veteran Policy Research Institute golds a discussion on the health and well-being of older 
veterans. RAND researchers and expert panelists will discuss the issue of “double payments” by 
both veterans and the government, and consider ways to enhance coordination between VHA 
and Medicare to make the veterans’ health care system more efficient and effective for everyone 
involved. Details.  

 
Featured Analysis 

 
• OBBA Medicaid Provisions and Timeline for Implementation – In Policy Hub here. 
• Changes to ACA Premium Tax Credit Policy in 2026 and Beyond - In Policy Hub here. 
• Supreme Court Decisions Reshape Medicaid, Gender-Affirming Care, and Judicial Power – In 

Policy Hub here. 
• AI in Health and Governance Roundup: New Frameworks, Tools, and Oversight Challenges – 

In Policy Hub here. 
• Litigation Update: Legal Cases in Response to Trump Administration Executive Actions – In 

Policy Hub Insight Bank here. 
• 100 Days of Disruption: Health Policy Under Trump 2.0 – In Policy Hub Insight Bank here. 

 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1027015
https://www.pressclubinstitute.org/event/the-big-beautiful-bill-what-it-means-for-family-benefits-housing/
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/he20250625.595129/full/
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/7317532806896/WN_qdeOIb9UTyOeqN4klaKLew#/registration
https://www.rand.org/events/2025/08/veterans-health-insurance-vha.html
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/obbba-medicaid-provisions-and-timeline-for-implementation/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/changes-to-aca-premium-tax-credit-policy-in-2026-and-beyond/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/supreme-court-decisions-reshape-medicaid-gender-affirming-care-and-judicial-power/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-in-health-and-governance-roundup-new-frameworks-tools-and-oversight-challenges/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/litigation-update-legal-cases-in-response-to-trump-vance-administration-executive-actions/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/100-days-of-disruption-health-policy-under-trump-2-0/
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Regulatory Lookback 
 
Thurs. (8/14) 

• President Trump issued an executive order (EO) entitled: “Ensuring American Pharmaceutical 
Supply Chain Resilience by Filling the Strategic Active Pharmaceutical Ingredient (API) Reserve.” 
Details. 
 

Wed. (8/13) 
• HHS OCR released updates to FAQ pages on HIPAA Privacy Rule data sharing related to value-

based care and patient access to HIPAA-covered data. Details.  
• CMS released a set of FAQs on the Wasteful and Inappropriate Service Reduction (WISeR) 

Model. Details.  
• CMS convened a listening session to gather industry input on two key priorities: real-time claims 

processing in Medicare and Electronic Data Interchange (EDI) cybersecurity controls. Details.  
 

Comment & Application Deadlines 

  
• August 29: CMS issued the CY 2026 home health prospective payment and rate update proposed 

rule. Details.  
• August 29: CMS issued the CY 2026 ESRD PPS proposed rule. Details.  
• August 31: HRSA released the notice of an application process for a voluntary 340B Rebate 

Model Pilot Program and request for comments. Details.  
• September 2: The USPSTF is requesting comments on a draft recommendation statement and 

draft evidence review on screening and behavioral counseling interventions for reducing 
unhealthy alcohol use in adults and adolescents. Details.  

• September 11: The FDA issued an RFI to begin its process of reviewing nutrition requirements in 
infant formulas. Details.  

• September 12: CMS released the CY 2026 Medicare PFS proposed rule. Details. 
• September 15: CMS released the CY 2026 OPPS proposed rule. Comments are due September 

15. Details.  
• September 26: The FTC issued an RFI seeking public comment on gender-affirming care (GAC) 

for minors. Details.  
 
 

 
 

 
 

https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/08/ensuring-american-pharmaceutical-supply-chain-resilience-by-filling-the-strategic-active-pharmaceutical-ingredients-reserve/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/president-trump-issues-eo-to-bolster-the-strategic-api-reserve/
https://www.hhs.gov/hipaa/for-professionals/faq/may-health-care-providers-disclose-phi-in-value-based-care-arrangements/index.html?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_Rl-8TvQp6GT6IYjr0IVgWt6dp-xJqZfqbcgUUQd1sOGIWXXSbWSQOqWchN1HzdzhqAtjJ
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-shares-hipaa-faqs-related-to-value-based-care-and-patient-access-to-data/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/files/document/wiser-model-frequently-asked-questions?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_HxyiNwR66sQfh_QJe4cyYo2Rtuk4RiPSHvr0wiXA6-lB-UAUQHf5X7E8s2NU5tHvX0Ezu
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-shares-wiser-faqs-amid-concern-from-democrats-about-the-model/
https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/72aeb7b8-bb42-43e2-9fce-8282b4463897@fbdcedc1-70a9-414b-bfa5-c3063fc3395e
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-hosts-listening-session-on-modernizing-real-time-claims-processing-enhancing-edi-cybersecurity/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-12347.pdf
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-12347.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-estimates-cy-2026-home-health-agency-payments-to-decrease-by-6-4-percent-comments-due-aug-29/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-12368.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-anticipates-payments-to-increase-by-1-9-percent-to-esrd-facilities-in-cy-2026-comments-due-august-29th/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-14619.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/application-process-for-voluntary-340b-rebate-model-pilot-program-released-comments-on-pilot-program-due-august-31/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVSckF89bW9DW5J6kR82Rv5hwW8ZpTlp5zTRPlN861KBH5kBVzW95jVnq6lZ3p9V3P1PR6LSStcW6MNNrC1GlDsZW19RddD4-5FB-2DtwW8H1kL87-5FVWtLW66-5F7784b3VJBVRjkhc3prThSW8bw6DP7qR2psVCctKB8K50SSW53YHJb2RfBKXW7m6GZX15gZs0W1nZLyd4Tr3HTW5zjq7L97s-5FJ4W312-2D1m96WRqpVDb6xR4R4zxTW3tZtTs56XyVBW6T7fsq60hydPW43mFvv4KMwGVW2btPM42727QsW2HdlcW7wlkGmW26Bsl05frf0sW584H0v8l4RkvW3k7lWb800g33VqdQz231PQN0W6BC3kV7ThY1PW2Vm1-2Dk79q79tN6Y2JZ68pjq4N7cqMkdm-5F0B-5FW5-5Fjrmw5254cwW6prWPX8K-2D8lBW5mLH3Q4Q3grjW5txjJ82CsMrcVmvwYd89G-2DPjW57TtPN4tdlXqW2XM5WC9bx1CJW335FN04pXLp6W3W5jbS8lXhTSW2hVkqJ5Gh3nZW3ZfWc55-2DsyKFW17WfS01pYTF8W2gxkKf5pRQj2VDJNWY5SwXLKVSFSpz773Z8yN2yFmLLF6RxYW2JJFYK7ZqS-2D4W68SxgL5xPHS7W7ThR6K82y4yzf3kWqHC04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=UBwsoCRFXMYvqfqR9C0zUnepuwkrVgNj-i-kcCv0ZV3QN1pPCuHuCs-HXN17YmCL&s=93IvJAjo7vK3yZBIVwigj--arqTbUy4Av3BbEs1cKa4&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVSckF89bW9DW5J6kR82Rv5hwW8ZpTlp5zTRPlN861KBH5kBVzW95jVnq6lZ3p9V3P1PR6LSStcW6MNNrC1GlDsZW19RddD4-5FB-2DtwW8H1kL87-5FVWtLW66-5F7784b3VJBVRjkhc3prThSW8bw6DP7qR2psVCctKB8K50SSW53YHJb2RfBKXW7m6GZX15gZs0W1nZLyd4Tr3HTW5zjq7L97s-5FJ4W312-2D1m96WRqpVDb6xR4R4zxTW3tZtTs56XyVBW6T7fsq60hydPW43mFvv4KMwGVW2btPM42727QsW2HdlcW7wlkGmW26Bsl05frf0sW584H0v8l4RkvW3k7lWb800g33VqdQz231PQN0W6BC3kV7ThY1PW2Vm1-2Dk79q79tN6Y2JZ68pjq4N7cqMkdm-5F0B-5FW5-5Fjrmw5254cwW6prWPX8K-2D8lBW5mLH3Q4Q3grjW5txjJ82CsMrcVmvwYd89G-2DPjW57TtPN4tdlXqW2XM5WC9bx1CJW335FN04pXLp6W3W5jbS8lXhTSW2hVkqJ5Gh3nZW3ZfWc55-2DsyKFW17WfS01pYTF8W2gxkKf5pRQj2VDJNWY5SwXLKVSFSpz773Z8yN2yFmLLF6RxYW2JJFYK7ZqS-2D4W68SxgL5xPHS7W7ThR6K82y4yzf3kWqHC04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=UBwsoCRFXMYvqfqR9C0zUnepuwkrVgNj-i-kcCv0ZV3QN1pPCuHuCs-HXN17YmCL&s=93IvJAjo7vK3yZBIVwigj--arqTbUy4Av3BbEs1cKa4&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/task-force-requests-comments-on-draft-recommendation-statement-and-evidence-review-on-screening-and-behavioral-counseling-interventions-for-reducing-unhealthy-alcohol-use-due-september-2/
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2025/05/14/2025-08419/infant-formula-nutrient-requirements-request-for-information
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fda-rfi-on-infant-formula-nutrient-review/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-13271.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--6kdGY8yJsgzI_xL_EGnZMMNNiI4RQauLQRjFMTGA-SWxybqGeJWYwQcxOGitwaFrUBuK8
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2026-mpfs-proposed-rule-increases-payment-by-3-8-for-apm-participants-and-3-6-for-non-apm-physicians-includes-proposals-related-to-practice-expenses-prevention-and-wellness-and-a-mandatory-model/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-bold-reforms-modernize-hospital-payments-strengthen-transparency-and-put-patients-back
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/4-percent-increase-proposed-for-cy-2026-opps-payments-comments-due-september-15/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__links-2D1.govdelivery.com_CL0_https-3A-252F-252Fwww.ftc.gov-252Fnews-2Devents-252Fnews-252Fpress-2Dreleases-252F2025-252F07-252Fftc-2Drequests-2Dpublic-2Dcomment-2Dregarding-2Dgender-2Daffirming-2Dcare-2Dminors-253Futm-5Fsource-3Dgovdelivery_2_0100019851a697a6-2D30a12194-2D5900-2D4fdc-2D808e-2D5bffe2077f40-2D000000_IXuiuARD-5FVArOHm7dfDgrXi-5FQuoGRhnWXr9RCiEMPec-3D415&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=eAh2kotIyBJWFImRx5vyIrEkmvtJSjiAZO8KLUy04wk&m=Bi84vi89AWqKdmEi8o7KH9dWwbNjUE9CFDOLoaXyrcfWXK8O557rTfnLFTk1ymex&s=uE3y2IvBNja0E_pz_CzsMhvOr4bFQwoiFLBLCdbU_HE&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-requests-public-comment-on-gender-affirming-care-for-minors-due-september-26/

