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Impact Health Policy Weekly 
 
Framing the week  
On Friday, House Republican leadership released the Lower Health Care Premiums for All Americans Act, 
as their proposed solution to the expiring enhanced premium tax credits (EPTCs)(press release). Impact 
Health is currently working on a full summary of the bill, which features the following provisions:  

• Expands the rules regarding who can form Association Health Plans;  
• Clarifies that stop-loss insurance is not health insurance coverage;  
• Codifies regulation allowing employers to offer employees tax-advantaged funds to pay for 

individual insurance as custom health option and individual care expense (CHOICE) arrangements.  
• Funds cost sharing reduction (CSR) payments beginning 2027 
• Increases pharmacy benefit manager (PBM) transparency in the commercial market. 

 
While the package features proposals with broad Republican support, the bill is unlikely to pass without 
the support of moderate Republicans who seek to extend the EPTCs in some form. Discussions to add 
such an amendment to the Republican package fell apart over the weekend, and instead Reps. Fitzpatrick 
(R-PA), Kiggans (R-VA), Lawler (R-NY), and Valadao (R-CA) will offer their amendment, which would 
extend a modified version of the EPTCs for two years, before the Rules Committee tomorrow.  
 
The amendment is unlikely to be advanced to the House floor, which leaves discharge petitions as the 
only remaining option for an EPTC extension. The Democrats’ discharge petition, which is a three-year 
extension of the EPTCs has 214 signatures with no Republican support, while Rep. Fitzpatrick and Rep. 
Gottheimer (D-NJ) discharge petitions for modified extensions have some level of bipartisan support. Even 
if a discharge petition were to garner enough support to be passed by the House, the Senate is unlikely 
to take up the measure before the end of year. 
 
MAHA Update 
 The Department of Agriculture (USDA) approved six new state waivers to restrict food purchases using 
Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) benefits. These states join 12 others that already 
placed limits on the use of SNAP benefits to purchase “junk” food and/or soda earlier this year. 
  
APTC Information Collection 
Last week, CMS noticed a proposed collection of information to require state Exchanges to submit a 
sample of household tax information to review for improper APTC payments. CMS has been reporting on 
improper APTC payments administered through the federal platform since the fiscal year 2022 report. 
Comments on the proposed information collection are due February 9th. 
 
Regulatory Update 
The Office of Management and Budget (OMB) is currently reviewing the following rules:   
 
The OMB is currently reviewing the following: 

• ACA Marketplace: The HHS Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 2027 proposed rule 
• Medicare:  

https://rules.house.gov/sites/evo-subsites/rules.house.gov/files/documents/file_3948.pdf
https://mikejohnson.house.gov/news/documentsingle.aspx?DocumentID=2794
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2025111210?utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12/15/25%20%20AM:&utm_term=Punchbowl%20AM%20and%20Active%20Subscribers%20from%20Memberful%20Combined
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2025121012?Page=2&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12/15/25%20%20AM:&utm_term=Punchbowl%20AM%20and%20Active%20Subscribers%20from%20Memberful%20Combined
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2025121013?Page=2&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12/15/25%20%20AM:&utm_term=Punchbowl%20AM%20and%20Active%20Subscribers%20from%20Memberful%20Combined
https://clerk.house.gov/DischargePetition/2025121013?Page=2&utm_source=Sailthru&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=12/15/25%20%20AM:&utm_term=Punchbowl%20AM%20and%20Active%20Subscribers%20from%20Memberful%20Combined
https://www.fns.usda.gov/newsroom/usda-0241.25
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-22478.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV62
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o Procurement of Domestic PPE. An advance notice of proposed rulemaking that would 
detail program incentives and requirements for Medicare providers and suppliers to invest 
and phase-in the procurement of American made personal protective equipment (PPE) 
and essential medicine to secure our nation’s health and safety. 

o MA and Part D: Advance Notice of Methodological Changes for Calendar Year (CY) 2027 
for Medicare Advantage (MA) Capitation Rates and Part C and Part D Payment Policies 

• Medicaid:  
o Gender-Affirming Care.  

▪ A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Program; Prohibition on Federal Medicaid 
Funding for Sex Trait Modification Procedures Furnished to Children and Youth.” 

▪ A proposed rule titled, “Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Hospital Condition of 
Participation: Limiting Participation Based on the Performance of Sex Trait 
Modification Procedures on Children.” 

o State Directed Payments. A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Managed Care-State 
Directed Payments.” The proposed rule appears intended to advance a presidential 
memorandum released on June 6, which directs HHS to “eliminate waste, fraud, and 
abuse in Medicaid, including by ensuring Medicaid payments rates are not higher than 
Medicare, to the extent permitted by applicable law.” 

o Medicaid Tax Waivers. A proposed rule titled, “Preserving Medicaid Funding for 
Vulnerable Populations – Closing a Health Care-Related Tax Loophole.” 

• Prescription Drugs:  
o A proposed rule titled, “Improving Transparency into Pharmacy Benefit Manager Fee 

Disclosure” and a proposed rule addressing Transparency in Coverage requirements. 
o CMMI Drug Pricing Models. A proposed rule for a Global Benchmark for Efficient Drug 

Pricing (GLOBE) Model and a proposed rule for Guarding U.S. Medicare Against Rising 
Drug Costs (GUARD) Model 

• Nutrition:  
o Head Start. A notice from the Administration for Children and Families titled, “Publish 

Request for Information: Nutrition Services in Head Start Programs 
• Immigration:  

o Unaccompanied Children. An interim final rule titled, “Unaccompanied Children Program 
Foundational Rule; Update to Include Proof of Identity and Income Verification 
Standards.” 

 
This Week in Health Policy 
 
Mon. (12/15) 

• 3:00pm – AEI: AI Governance – The American Enterprise Institute holds a discussion with Reps. 
Kevin Hern (R-OK) and Jay Obernolte (R-CA) on artificial intelligence (AI) governance, focusing 
on balancing federal and state regulation to ensure AI innovation. Details.  

  
Tue. (12/16) 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV72
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=&RIN=0938-ZC01
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1029513
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1057014
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV58
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoReviewSearch
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV64
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV66
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=&RIN=0938-AV74
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1027015
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1117562
https://www.aei.org/events/ai-governance-a-discussion-with-representative-jay-obernolte-featuring-representative-kevin-hern/
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• 9:30am – Hearing: Biden’s Afghan Parolee Program – The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee 
on Border Security and Immigration and Subcommittee on Crime and Counterterrorism hold a 
joint hearing to examine the Biden Administration Afghan parolee program. Details.  

• 10:00am – Hearing: Implementing GAO Recommendations – The Senate Homeland Security 
and Governmental Affairs Subcommittee on Border Management, Federal Workforce, and 
Regulatory Affairs holds a hearing to examine implementing GAO recommendations for a more 
accountable government. Details.  

  
Wed. (12/17) 

• 10:15am – Hearing: Biosecurity/AI Innovation – The House Energy and Commerce 
Subcommittee on Oversight and Investigations holds a hearing to examine how artificial 
intelligence (AI) and biotechnology advancements affect biosecurity and efforts to mitigate 
risks. Details.  

• 2:00pm – Hearing: Temporary Protected Status – The House Judiciary Subcommittee on 
Immigration Integrity, Security, and Enforcement hold a hearing to examine the Temporary 
Protected Status (TPS) program, including how it has impacted American communities and how 
the program has been historically abused. Details.  

• 2:30pm – Hearing: Reducing Health Care Costs/Improving Outcomes – The Senate Joint 
Economic Committee holds a hearing to examine realigning healthcare incentives to improve 
outcomes and reduce costs. Details.  

  
Thurs. (12/18)   

• 10:00am – Hearing: Chips and Science Act Implementation – The House Science, Space and 
Technology Investigations and Oversight Subcommittee holds a hearing to examine 
implementation of the CHIPS and Science Act featuring testimony from agency officials from the 
National Science Foundation, National Institutes of Health, and the Department of 
Energy. Details.  

   
Additional Multi-Day Events 

• Dec 17-Dec 18 – CMS Meeting: HCPCS Level II Coding Requests – The Centers for Medicare 
and Medicaid Services (CMS) holds the Second Biannual 2025 Healthcare Common Procedure 
Coding System (HCPCS) meeting to discuss specific HCPCS Level II coding requests for new 
products, supplies, and services. Details. 

 
Featured Analysis 

 
• Updates on EPTC Extension: New Bipartisan Framework and a GAO Report on Fraud 
•  –  In Policy Hub here. 
• Impact Health AI Policy Roundup –  In Policy Hub here. 
• Impact Health Vaccine Policy Tracker –  In Policy Hub here. 

https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/bidens-afghan-parolee-program_a-trojan-horse-with-flawed-vetting-and-deadly-consequences
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/bmfwra/hearings/from-high-risk-to-high-reward-implementing-gao-recommendations-for-a-more-accountable-government/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/o-and-i-subcommittee-examining-biosecurity-at-the-intersection-of-ai-and-biology
https://judiciary.house.gov/committee-activity/hearings/impacts-temporary-protected-status
https://www.jec.senate.gov/public/index.cfm/hearings-calendar?id=953B95E0-D517-42B2-A4E2-39BC02B14629
https://science.house.gov/2025/12/subcommittee-hearing
https://www.cms.gov/medicare/coding-billing/healthcare-common-procedure-system/public-meetings
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/updates-on-eptc-extension-new-bipartisan-framework-and-a-gao-report-on-fraud/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-policy-roundup-president-trump-issues-genesis-mission-eo-ostp-seeks-input-on-research-modernization-cms-advances-ai-fraud-challenge-house-panel-takes-up-safe-bots-act/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/impact-health-vaccine-policy-tracker/
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• Impact Health Chart:  Available Information on State Applications for the Rural Health 
Transformation Program – In Policy Hub here. 

• Impact Health Spring 2025 Regulatory Outlook – In Policy Hub here. 
• Insight for Impact: Vaccine Policy Under RFK Jr. – In Policy Hub here. 
• OBBA Medicaid Provisions and Timeline for Implementation – In Policy Hub here. 

 

Congressional Lookback 
 

Fri. (12/12) 
• The House E&C Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade advanced a wide-

ranging legislative package during a markup of 18 bills addressing children’s online safety, data 
privacy, harmful content, platform accountability, artificial intelligence (AI) chatbot safeguards, 
parental oversight tools, and app ecosystem transparency. Details.  
 

Thurs. (12/11) 
• MACPAC convened virtually for its December 2025 public meeting and held sessions on 

children and youth with special health care needs transitions to adult coverage, community 
engagement requirements, and ensuring accountability of Medicaid managed care organizations. 
All Impact session summaries are available on Policy Hub here. 

• The U.S. Senate Committee on Homeland Security & Governmental Affairs Permanent 
Subcommittee on Investigations held a hearing to discuss problems and solutions for what 
Senators across party lines described as an ineffective U.S. healthcare system. Details.  

• The Senate HELP Committee held a hearing to examine the future of the U.S. OPTN. Details.  
 
Tues. (12/9) 

• Sens. Crapo and Cassidy release the Health Care Freedom for Patients Act. Details.  
 

Mon. (12/8) 
• Sens. Cassidy, Hassan, Cornyn, and Warner reintroduced the Health Care Cybersecurity and 

Resilience Act. Details.  
• The House E&C Subcommittee on Commerce, Manufacturing, and Trade held a hearing to 

evaluate bills addressing children’s online safety, data privacy, harmful content, platform 
accountability, AI chatbot safeguards, parental oversight tools, and app ecosystem 
transparency. Details.  

 
Regulatory Lookback 
 
Fri. (12/12) 

• President Trump issued an Executive Order (EO) “Ensuring a National Policy Framework for 
Artificial Intelligence.” Details.  
 

Thurs. (12/11) 

https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/impact-health-chart-available-information-on-state-applications-for-the-rural-health-transformation-program-rhtp/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/spring-2025-regulatory-outlook/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/insights-for-impact-vaccine-policy-under-rfk-jr/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/obbba-medicaid-provisions-and-timeline-for-implementation/
https://www.congress.gov/119/meeting/house/118761/documents/HMKP-119-IF17-20251211-SD004.pdf
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/cmt-subcommittee-markup-1
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/subcommittee-advances-18-bill-online-safety-package-amid-partisan-disputes-over-preemption-and-platform-obligations/
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/december-2025-public-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/source/medicaid-and-chip-payment-and-access-commission/
https://www.hsgac.senate.gov/subcommittees/investigations/hearings/defining-our-healthcare-problem-and-principles-we-should-follow-to-solve-it/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senators-debate-effectiveness-of-the-aca-in-controlling-healthcare-costs-for-americans-during-permanent-subcommittee-on-investigations-hearing/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/examining-the-future-of-the-us-organ-procurement-and-transplantation-network?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--nfH5lnMNzwW4vL_n95iRfiV8_-uqDgO09EhqSZRTT_E0StbA87a02ti-RZai9tH0-7USg
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/senators-talk-about-future-of-optn-prioritize-oversight-and-equal-access-to-transplants/
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chairs-cassidy-crapo-unveil-republican-bill-to-make-health-care-affordable-give-money-directly-to-families?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9Z5BZOQed7DVEjxWV5q8XKBV2a7lIYQGK7rnxTpkp3JeTII_ez6k8AT3LHyaXE4dJP36NG
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/sens-crapo-and-cassidy-propose-to-replace-eptcs-with-hsa-payments-for-bronze-and-catastrophic-plans-senate-will-hold-side-by-side-vote-with-democrats-3-year-clean-extension/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWknvL92YtbWW4XsZgM4Xx-5FWXW3hB9jJ5GRvLFN4RsygK3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3mxW4NXwNc7C2h77W6TMhKY7SGNbmW5DXCNq2xgRdLW4V8msV8fpqfzW68567G7WC-2DppW99fhFp124wM-2DN4VGg9JjFSJgVtY93l7rl-2Dh-5FW3Cpbfm8-2DMVgnW22xztr2p8qFTW8Yl3Zg6-2DpZXRN5vBmvrh8WnsW1CMzPH2vyyvVW44rqx89hgJg3W8sZYG47QYXwXW2xCbtr2P65CPW5sHyD951gcd6N2HsRxNs1YqHW2L1fBT6tL9jQW1bDnsM7ly0ZfVypHZ3806X-5F4N8k5T548HGFDW1-5F8xrD8sCtg7W5-2DyXx94bJxnFW8wq-2Dsl8CNR1HN32kFnwsP8MLW32Wy-5FC2fRQG7W6YDF1j18CgpTd9720004&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=OpbXkCNPq8cy2zfEsyLrYLhsCn92QyiIn2AZhqelp942qgCA5ux0XGFqgK-Tc71D&s=N8aJIvy9Pt2IaY3jq9FO4xZH66CG67xV4ynZLIe7Lc0&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWknvL92YtbWW4XsZgM4Xx-5FWXW3hB9jJ5GRvLFN4RsygK3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3mxW4NXwNc7C2h77W6TMhKY7SGNbmW5DXCNq2xgRdLW4V8msV8fpqfzW68567G7WC-2DppW99fhFp124wM-2DN4VGg9JjFSJgVtY93l7rl-2Dh-5FW3Cpbfm8-2DMVgnW22xztr2p8qFTW8Yl3Zg6-2DpZXRN5vBmvrh8WnsW1CMzPH2vyyvVW44rqx89hgJg3W8sZYG47QYXwXW2xCbtr2P65CPW5sHyD951gcd6N2HsRxNs1YqHW2L1fBT6tL9jQW1bDnsM7ly0ZfVypHZ3806X-5F4N8k5T548HGFDW1-5F8xrD8sCtg7W5-2DyXx94bJxnFW8wq-2Dsl8CNR1HN32kFnwsP8MLW32Wy-5FC2fRQG7W6YDF1j18CgpTd9720004&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=OpbXkCNPq8cy2zfEsyLrYLhsCn92QyiIn2AZhqelp942qgCA5ux0XGFqgK-Tc71D&s=N8aJIvy9Pt2IaY3jq9FO4xZH66CG67xV4ynZLIe7Lc0&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/bipartisan-senators-reintroduce-health-care-cybersecurity-and-resilience-act-trump-administration-expected-to-release-cyber-strategy-in-january-2026/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVyNtD8CGj8gW6qlLwp2Db5nhW3hB9jJ5GRdfbN2glj0g5kBVzW5BWr2F6lZ3nbW2hkC3M5gGkZFVXltBV6GbZkdVKSv0W2Y6DJVW6twKR46kmhdMW3x59NQ14FmDQW7TvMxr1XYYqtW90hXM71hN6Z5W4hRJm15619SPN3FBGbnPR0jZW7Wv85-2D8wDKhRW8Cmhsl2RwkgkN8j-2D3cv3NLDCVVLJwJ77XyWwW3jKcC92kdrfyW2-2D13-2DK3lzrrMW8DYBqk51ymhNW5Qj5JL5y05r-2DW1vch446vW54pW6-5Fwmtf7lsXvNW2DrH0j40msNWN2hbzkLqcg0KVg1ZcV4SPjVQW3PNKjj5MkLYRW97cWq15F850yW6rK1-5FJ7vHBXtW3pKF-5Fk8bZPGWN12sZgGShThtW8xX-2Drf1CVj3LW2lYbcb1cFLBwTjJ1125hC8fVVMNYn5SnBFTW5FPWMv5kw937W5Hh-5FX73CzKL9W7QcCJ28HB-5Fy-2Df2wWRfF04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=jEHgwvUrprH-wq9jFUBIAyiqC5ZzYee3h7tG_ZxQgFW0dAjXoWC1vSiNyiG7k2Zh&s=QUKE9_qcQu4DE1I9VafBDSCwNk2VAFuZ9XlJ8gT46BU&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/subcommittee-examines-19-bill-package-to-protect-children-and-teens-online/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVv2Lq1Zrm0DW8YGyvl70VD9kW5g6HvJ5G-2DQXSN2C5cyx5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3mxW3V-2DcC27x9BNzVVbNS61RBsx8W4y-2DWcL6s3SY7W6mr9724BDVGHN4WmmSS-5F2bdMW41cxGZ7MMGljN7M-5FbWKpX8tXW5d1fNm5j9Gj2W1HqWzQ37PVJsW1Zjh5r7Sswr-2DN32mD6ZFCGs7W58WkG51yqD2QW3Pm9pq7q1KDFW41XZ3m2SPLPPF19vCl3XPlMW3Sm9F041pZ7HN2pdWvF3XHWbW7MrjYY6CyK6jW531z7C1NX4V5W97-2DmZs5hSYq-5FN641P3dLrGNtW1KXTYV250DxvW3MhF6c8zWljcF6Jt1Xd-5F74mW4gJ-5FYd8RGWWrW6Ww45v29NzZNW4H9Qzr5LJcsdW5ytsBp2K-5FrcLW71zJ6N1y54lpW576Rxp2yNmMqW5DQ-2DtG8ZR7n-2DW47xj9j7TNTH9W5c3dSD1cY7-2DFW73Sf0K8p5pnFW10TXKs3q2PCNW5MbMSg6BmQTDW7nMHyg5hR-2D7yW5688Nz7xBmP4f2T9Kkv04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=4gRIoNHJVuYKq_Irw5hFwl4RUIDeRJT3JmI_shj5d7O5Me_BlL3ODX0ed0ExWqoe&s=SQSabI6ZkQLIfqHyPvOk9mzNiMaA0m7QE07W-FBrx-M&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/president-trump-issues-executive-order-to-block-state-ai-laws-and-establish-uniform-national-framework/
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• CMMI announced the Make America Healthy Again (MAHA): Enhancing Lifestyle and Evaluating 
Value-based Approaches Through Evidence (ELEVATE) Model. Details.  

• CMS announced the participants in the Wasteful and Inappropriate Service Reduction (WISeR) 
model. Details.  

 
Wed. (12/10) 

• Federal appeals court allows H.R. 1’s Medicaid restrictions on reproductive health providers to 
remain in effect in 22 states and D.C. Details. 
 

Tues. (12/9) 
• CMS released a proposed rule updating policies for the Increasing Organ Transplant Access 

(IOTA) Model. Details.  
• HUD rescinded its controversial notice of funding opportunity (NOFO) for a new grant cycle of the 

Continuum of Care (CoC) program. Details.  
 

Mon. (12/8) 
• CMCS released state guidance furthering outlining the community engagement requirements 

established for certain adults in the One Big Beautiful Bill Act. Details.  
• CMS  held a convening (press release) on December 4 to discuss the new Advancing Chronic Care 

with Effective, Scalable Solutions (ACCESS) Model. Details.  
• The CRS released an analysis of the No Surprises Act (NSA) independent dispute resolution 

process (IDR) in 2024. Details.  
 
Comment & Application Deadlines 

• December 15: The CFPB issued a proposed rule that would significantly narrow and simplify its 
2023 Section 1071 small-business lending data collection requirements. Details.  

• December 18: CMS released updates related to sharing personal information. Details.  
• December 19: DHS issued a notice of proposed rulemaking to rescind the 2022 public charge 

ground of inadmissibility regulations. Details 
• January 14: HUD released a NOFO for a new grant cycle of the Continuum of Care (CoC) program. 

Details.  
• January 26: CMS released the CY 2027 MA and Part D policy and technical changes proposed 

rule. Details.  
• January 31: CMS issued the Medicare and Medicaid Programs; Repeal of Minimum Staffing 

Standards for Long-Term Care (LTC) Facilities interim final rule with comment period. Details.  
• March 31: CMMI announced GENEROUS (GENErating cost Reductions fOr U.S. Medicaid) Model. 

Details.  
• June 3: CMMI released a NOFO for the second cohort of the Innovation in Behavioral Health 

Model. Details.  
 

https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/maha-elevate
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/maha-elevate
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-center-announces-maha-elevate-model-to-support-functional-or-lifestyle-medicine-interventions-in-original-medicare/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/wiser?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9guCOes_kT5GpGmBMRMlOZjyRZgX_v076JDlOh_nSJCLqkPoraR64Kz_CHuAY9Bc5Vf0Pw
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cms-announces-wiser-model-participants-ahead-of-model-launch-in-january/
https://litigationtracker.law.georgetown.edu/wp-content/uploads/2025/08/State-of-California-et-al-v.-U.S.-Department-of-Health-and-Human-Services-HHS-et-al_2025.12.4_DEFENDANTS-NOTICE-OF-APPEAL.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/federal-appeals-court-allows-h-r-1s-medicaid-restrictions-on-reproductive-health-providers-to-remain-in-effect-in-22-states-and-d-c/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2025-22543.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_pAjc13hUhgjpk4ZKukx21GerNkg7Ie304dLLmavQclDGTxd6aeB45NovF0TQwOE_wuNy2
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-proposed-rule-on-increasing-organ-transplant-access-iota-model-refinements/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VX6SQ08J8Hb4W1ngszr6rg-2DysW3LfLlX5GTG4yM5Y3kx3m2nnW7Y8-2DPT6lZ3l7VRmljW8RpsZmW88bSHV28MzQsW6MKJ2x58t1khW1pllrS6-5FwQmtW7DR5v81LYb1pW47lys74xCBLKW9ggL0M35hqTwN55SwjLwk4x2W1Wqs875s4kxVVB79YW5Gn186VjqMGK1Chvp6N5XwRb2Kr3YSVKbX8083r2xbW29MpN47YXzY-2DW7YD1XT316b1nW2CQpK99dTgt5W2-5FgPfm2tLtD5W7N-2DMQf4xF-5FqjW7dbflM7-5F-2D2QpW2B86LQ4dp3RsW1SW6QJ3r-2DfkdW1TlnHr41cxlCN5VPzrZfshNTM7FPgvXgDZXW6xjWmv763WkFW5ZbJhB893RCSf5WWS-2Dn04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=SOOuIukLiqzW1IFXEOBhMDyi3XndSo1UuMXaqA7Yzz0&m=iCIJ-AK_XVcWPtbClu8PRrkjxtkITgems4aB9CRe7ZgZJ_EqxExihXsENFNhVqNI&s=nxQfMkz0O9yOtGUNlJAQfo8BhtrU0WvP1jwV3gcyvuQ&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-rescinds-continuum-of-care-nofo-shortly-before-court-hearing-start-intends-to-reissue-a-modified-nofo/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-issues-new-state-guidance-transformative-medicaid-reforms
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-new-guidance-for-states-on-implementing-medicaid-work-requirements/
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=vM1guSugkQU&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ixjgpCcvuDHHJN8e4VEifwAXqReFIM7kAyPITW1pR1U2QUqKvUGMLM961tLx4U3aM6Y7T
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/readout-cms-convenes-leaders-across-government-clinician-societies-digital-health-industry-discuss?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ixjgpCcvuDHHJN8e4VEifwAXqReFIM7kAyPITW1pR1U2QUqKvUGMLM961tLx4U3aM6Y7T
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWD81fLdFp7W3jPJ7s2kJH-5F2W8BHpjy5GyDd-5FN7Y8-5F3s3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3nkW277TpT5P7zT0VZsQ481W1lphW6qB8tq6CRpkRW6lq-2D-5F86Htxj2W6x4BQr2hGP7GW8VQ89l6JcjFrW3KqThP7y6TSKVZb-2Dg317MCmzW4vdQGz8-2DyPpnW9jxC1s8L-5FbDXW6dWcLK1W6zzpW5HQ4D78F09dtW5lf48H7BhZJ8W27QVnR6GBL-5FjW76D7qd6wQX8tW7ccZBt5THqFWV7TCtP3GsyjXW2nKpL21hFxrrW770WkQ86P2DWW87qKfm1QNWLsW6q7sxf5jmgM9W7PCLHn12kjhPW33HbGB1T6JQ4W4dF1VF70lM1LW2Ffxfr2HNnz5N7yGn8P-5Fb9PrW4fxbzl8kHjsFW7-5Fbm148vV7tQf84cg-5Fl04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=PIlrILYerHa-4YVLHyqNHVwIPsXaqdJ_Nnw1Cmr43cCRWap7VDeS-pGq7E7npB5K&s=--XKGQHq24fOZCkBmKiFldaHIRvAmbxQdoFhlrXAVBI&e=&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ixjgpCcvuDHHJN8e4VEifwAXqReFIM7kAyPITW1pR1U2QUqKvUGMLM961tLx4U3aM6Y7T
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWD81fLdFp7W3jPJ7s2kJH-5F2W8BHpjy5GyDd-5FN7Y8-5F3s3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3nkW277TpT5P7zT0VZsQ481W1lphW6qB8tq6CRpkRW6lq-2D-5F86Htxj2W6x4BQr2hGP7GW8VQ89l6JcjFrW3KqThP7y6TSKVZb-2Dg317MCmzW4vdQGz8-2DyPpnW9jxC1s8L-5FbDXW6dWcLK1W6zzpW5HQ4D78F09dtW5lf48H7BhZJ8W27QVnR6GBL-5FjW76D7qd6wQX8tW7ccZBt5THqFWV7TCtP3GsyjXW2nKpL21hFxrrW770WkQ86P2DWW87qKfm1QNWLsW6q7sxf5jmgM9W7PCLHn12kjhPW33HbGB1T6JQ4W4dF1VF70lM1LW2Ffxfr2HNnz5N7yGn8P-5Fb9PrW4fxbzl8kHjsFW7-5Fbm148vV7tQf84cg-5Fl04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=PIlrILYerHa-4YVLHyqNHVwIPsXaqdJ_Nnw1Cmr43cCRWap7VDeS-pGq7E7npB5K&s=--XKGQHq24fOZCkBmKiFldaHIRvAmbxQdoFhlrXAVBI&e=&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8ixjgpCcvuDHHJN8e4VEifwAXqReFIM7kAyPITW1pR1U2QUqKvUGMLM961tLx4U3aM6Y7T
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-holds-convening-to-discuss-new-access-model-fda-announces-complimentary-pilot-program/
https://www.congress.gov/crs-product/R48738?s=8&r=13&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--SHdWn8z8Y8CsKh6DjUv0PJQFXCOHz_cRLZQAiwqBvxsb0XuLPVhtcNKA_a_Jknhv-r86D
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/research-agency-shares-idr-statistics-from-2024/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWwCkMCGffRW1drXBQ7DQYssW5g6HvJ5FTxXTN4lQrKq5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3kRW4jr-2D1K97zhRjN5DzbGr-2DMRKlN7T8DmJsqwnQN3G6RMzwqsdHW12sP584246SzN4904QrpmQm5W1skYpR4g3LJHW6zqZkY4DqdVrW8Q-5F9CT2Rh7LqW7qRmW34gBCGBW26QnFS37fzQ8W5g8d-5Fc2QHYFkW33fx1f3XLV0LW4Qf3Rp1vB2ptW2ysGj331qd5SW3Q1sWf4MzgTfW5t7S2s334WB4W6P8WX87j2ChmW5q5Rrp6n0bHgW7K2qvb8Slg09V4wqtJ8DCfSqW8rBXS61DJ5c8N7YVRgQQKmLkW6K-2Dw0Q57s2jtW1PJZlD2hLBf1W3lCZW14nKGdbW3ZrLZ52RfgK1W1Fl73973J9vNW19t4p18XWCmpW3m3g735p-2DVZgW9g2yNn6Mv0GbVTZfBC5nM-2DVwW1y4Rmf7gpg0xW86GVGn10qVvLW6X3WB63yvTF8W25-2DSJJ6ZYRL-5FW3jN6pD3w5XxYW8MDgGd7QM5ySd2SFj004&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=g5pO3hy11azRk8dPNvhVvcpzvVZErpSIwRIZ1AND5D5CC1Q8tm4vymqh4durgmcZ&s=pcqxqXtoR5iSBmMNVWALG1EKqOzb-cpIIwja5IGeaQQ&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cfpb-issues-proposed-rule-narrowing-section-1071-small-business-lending-data-collection-amid-looming-funding-crisis-comments-due-dec-15/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-seeks-feedback-on-plans-to-share-personal-information-for-state-based-affordability-program-eligibility-and-update-medicare-personal-health-information-forms/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVW8hZ5ppPqfN16wVbBRN-2D74W8mS6hr5G1DnSM9V8lb3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3lqW8srvzs43SMPkW89J3Vs4mnBvpW3K8bkM3cHBJ-5FN4ttjfNsPTZGW8qpnn96GyHjrW5TFYMf1WzBqjW14hhLK66kwvSV63Snf6w4tY9W9cDtTg7205Z2W3LG8WF5B-2DlFJN2RMBWp4YJhPW7lVcQV4v4y-5FbVRtKy-2D48DCD-2DW2YWYQr8q57PLN4rMfNb-5FyBYYW1Rh0vR2-2DknkWN8mJt6RYstFBV-5FsF697KMkj5MTdx8v-2DBKBHN7yf0mryTw5MN7z58cFy-5F9bcM-5FpntnYfJ6tW5S0xQ57pbC-2DfVDrzfv4Y8KsVW32XKx692T76lW38cYt25WypW7W2sv2G-5F4xgmMBW2-5FyDbm1cn0dCdY1R2R04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=Ft73FNBC3pFhQiCuaGAPFEIA8O5xx93H1g2YI4kXXsfLnR0NjFhs_Pj5naD7vYwg&s=UWS5qfuX3rtz38Yz96pVTr7OPdqhcLfl10SsPFL-0UY&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-proposed-rescission-of-the-2022-public-charge-ground-of-inadmissibility-regulations-comments-due-dec-19/
https://grants.gov/search-results-detail/360861
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-continuum-of-care-nofo-drastically-cutting-permanent-housing-supports/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-new-policies-strengthen-quality-access-competition-medicare-advantage-part-d
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-new-policies-strengthen-quality-access-competition-medicare-advantage-part-d
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/2027-ma-and-part-d-policy-and-technical-changes-proposed-rule-includes-numerous-deregulatory-proposals-and-rfis-on-risk-adjustment-and-quality-bonus-program-comments-due-january-26-2026/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VW7dDW9gdlCtW2fLBPm7nKZbbW8kTzPf5GBlzdN39GZDn3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3mgW5SrMTj4P4qhXW7MLQD622XyzcN5Pw8LNpL-2D99N8Qb-2DClWP3DFW7tb97K3fFmkdW1MCsmd3YSFPQW8dTKrM33hMVhW3KxKxn4B5stlW6cYL1c4yYk9HN3wRcpGkz25nW8d3k5224r9G9W3pvy7r5gg3s-5FW1-2D-5Flxg8PfD3hVSll816Qk-2DSkW7Jgn6g5zrfn6N4zcNN-2DjDt3XW7dFhNw31rs-2DDW55M8jq4G34-2DkW8Xvf3d4RNyM-2DW672slL5pfvxWN7Grzb1DJ-2DR-5FW6Mv2ZV8BVmfNV4P9zr412rRSW5tlhYz8sRrvGW4QtmfV57CmlBW8RlPkK8v-2DjfWVQPyYx3lN7KJW8sM9X-5F3p-5FDR-5Fdk0SFW04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=19yI1m0CSKgJnPMk7RhHcxmkoQHUI4ujrrVSGuUjYNpHJLngtfBmBT9mxyF-28Jr&s=oYFfnhbgpRY2ufVv_HhChLoRBXSgJZ73U6oTD54r49c&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-interim-final-rule-to-repeal-minimum-staffing-standards-for-long-term-care-facilities/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/generous
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/the-generous-model-a-voluntary-medicaid-most-favored-nation-drug-pricing-model/
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/45ca8b99-6524-47ec-9e7e-572fa9fc2093/attachments/4e268607-7c6f-4b2e-9276-2c8bd359a6e1/IBH-NOFO-Cohort2-508.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_8ezI5cA8cbMpDid7aCZl-umhS6GRqa0eVQND5jHSbf21pri2Nnq0iARVBQKMzbgUNfN7l
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-innovation-in-behavioral-health-ibh-model-notice-of-funding-opportunity-for-cohort-2-applications-due-june-3-2026/

