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Impact Health Policy Weekly 
 
Framing the Week  
 
The Senate is in session this week, while the House is in recess, with Republicans convening for its annual 
policy retreat. The caucus is likely to discuss its policy approach leading up to the midterm elections, 
including affordability for American families, the Department of Homeland Security (DHS) funding, the 
SAVE America Act, and the ongoing conflict in Iran.  
 
Some Republicans believe that the need for additional funding for Iran could jumpstart a second 
reconciliation effort. House Republican leadership has expressed interest in a fast-track second package 
that is completely offset by spending cuts, but consensus for the offsets will likely be difficult to achieve 
amongst the caucus. Other policies included could feature those outlined by Republican Study Committee 
or the House Budget Committee, both of which include lowering health care costs. While House members 
build interest, President Trump has indicated that there is no need for a second reconciliation package and 
the effort could be a non-starter in the Senate.  
 
MAHA Update 
Last week, Secretary of the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) Robert F. Kennedy Jr. 
announced that HHS, in conjunction with the Department of Education, received commitments from 53 
medical schools to require meaningful nutrition training for future doctors. The schools will provide at 
least 40 hours of education or a competency equivalent, as part of the Secretary’s goal to reduce chronic 
diseases. 
 
Additionally, the Department of Agriculture announced new Dietary Guidelines for Americans Strategic 
Partnershis, which will engage the private sector to help educate Americans about the Guidelines and 
better eating. As part of the announcement, USDA previewed that the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance 
Program (SNAP) Stocking Standards final rule is forthcoming.  
 
Finally, USDA announced four new waivers restricting SNAP purchases in Kansas, Nevada, Ohio, and 
Wyoming. 22 states now have some version of a waiver prohibiting purchase of sodas, candy, and other 
“junk” foods.  
 
Regulatory Update 
The Office of Management and Budget completed its review of the following:  
 

• Immigration Status. A Department of Labor proposed rule titled, “Improving Wage Protections 
for H-1B and PERM Employment in the United States.”  

 
OMB is also reviewing: 
 

• Coverage and Payment: 
o Medicaid:  

https://rsc-pfluger.house.gov/media/press-releases/chairman-pfluger-reconciliation-20-it-would-be-political-malpractice-not-do
https://rsc-pfluger.house.gov/media/press-releases/chairman-pfluger-reconciliation-20-it-would-be-political-malpractice-not-do
https://www.hhs.gov/press-room/wtas-sec-kennedy-sec-mcmahon-celebrate-med-school-commitments-to-increase-nutrition-training-for-future-doctors.html
https://www.fns.usda.gov/newsroom/usda-0039.26
https://www.fns.usda.gov/snap/waivers/foodrestriction
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1219761
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▪ State Directed Payments. A proposed rule titled, “Medicaid Managed Care State 
Directed Payments and Medicaid Fee-For-Service Targeted Medicaid Practitioner 
Payments.” The proposed rule appears intended to advance a presidential 
memorandum released on June 6, which directs HHS to “eliminate waste, fraud, and 
abuse in Medicaid, including by ensuring Medicaid payments rates are not higher than 
Medicare, to the extent permitted by applicable law.” On February 27, the title of the 
proposed rule was revised to include Medicaid FFS targeted Medicaid practitioner 
payments.  

▪ Medicaid Tax Waivers. A proposed rule titled, “Amending the Indirect Hold Harmless 
Threshold of Health Care-Related Taxes.” 

o Medicare. FY 2027 payment proposed rules for hospitals and long-term care hospitals, 
inpatient psychiatric facilities, hospice facilities, and skilled nursing facilities.   

o Medicare Advantage. The Contract Year 2027 Policy and Technical Changes to Medicare 
Advantage, Medicare Prescription Drug Benefit, Medicare Cost Plan, and Programs of All-
Inclusive Care for the Elderly Programs final rule. 

o No Surprises Act. A final rule titled, “Independent Dispute Resolution Operations.” Thing 
long-awaited rule was proposed in November 2023 by the Biden Administration.  
 

• Prescription Drugs 
o Prior Authorization. A proposed rule on interoperability standards and prior authorization for 

drugs.  
o Price Negotiation. A proposed rule titled, “Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program.”  

 
• Oversight and Integrity 

o Fraud and Abuse. A proposed rule titled, “Comprehensive Regulations to Uncover Suspicious 
Healthcare (CRUSH).” 

o Accrediting Organizations. A final rule titled, “Strengthening Oversight of Accrediting 
Organizations (AO), Burden Reduction, and Related Provisions.” 
 

• Other Topics: 
o Health Technology. A final rule titled, “Administrative Simplification: Adoption of Standards 

for Health Care Attachment Transactions and Electronic Signatures.” 
o Immigration. An interim final rule titled, “Unaccompanied Children Program Foundational 

Rule; Update to Include Proof of Identity and Income Verification Standards.” 
o Nutrition Assistance. A proposed rule titled, “Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: 

Reforming Categorical Eligibility.” 
o Medication-Assisted Treatment. A final rule titled, “Implementation of the SUPPORT Act: 

Dispensing and Administering Controlled Substances for Medication-Assisted Treatment.” 
 
This Week in Health Policy 
 
Mon. (3/9) 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1294512
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.whitehouse.gov/presidential-actions/2025/06/eliminating-waste-fraud-and-abuse-in-medicaid/
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1232112
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1252112
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1292015
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1292164
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1294516
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1284764
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1259515
https://www.federalregister.gov/documents/2023/11/03/2023-23716/federal-independent-dispute-resolution-operations
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AV44
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1292165
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1247013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1267017
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eAgendaViewRule?pubId=202504&RIN=0938-AT38
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1117562
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1142013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1242013
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• 1:00pm – NIH Meeting: Drug Abuse – The National Institutes of Health (NIH) holds a meeting of 
the National Advisory Council on Drug Abuse for presentations and other business of the 
Council. Details. 

  
Tue. (3/10) 

• 10:00am – Hearing: Sanctuary Cities Economic Costs – The Senate Budget Committee holds a 
hearing to examine sanctuary cities, focusing on law and order. Details. 

• 2:00pm – Justice in Aging Discussion: H.R.1 Impact on Medicaid Disability Programs – Justice 
in Aging holds a discussion on what the H.R. 1 Medicaid funding cuts mean for the program’s 
older adults and people with disabilities rely on to meet their basic needs, and provide strategies 
for how advocates can engage with their states to protect them. Details. 

• 2:30pm – Hearing: Birthright Citizenship – The Senate Judiciary Subcommittee on Constitution 
holds a hearing to examine protecting American citizenship, focusing on birthright citizenship for 
illegal aliens and tourists. Details. 

  
Wed. (3/11) 

• 1:00pm – BPC Discussion: Bipartisan Solutions to Workforce Challenges – The Bipartisan 
Policy Center (BPC) holds a discussion to examine education and workforce challenges and 
share recommendations to strengthen America’s talent pipeline. Details. 

• 3:00pm – Hearing: Fiscal Outlook – The Senate Finance Subcommittee on Fiscal Responsibility 
and Economic Growth holds a hearing to examine the fiscal outlook, 2027-2036, with the 
Congressional Budget Office (CBO) Director Phillip Swagel. Details. 

• 3:30pm – Hearing: Foreign Dependence of Prescription Drug Supply – The Senate Aging 
Committee holds a hearing to examine foreign dependence, focusing on China and America's drug 
supply. Details. 

  
Thurs. (3/12)   

• 9:00am – FDA Meeting: Influenza Vaccine Strain Composition – The Food and Drug 
Administration (FDA) holds a meeting of the Vaccines and Related Biological Products Advisory 
Committee to discuss and make recommendations on the strain composition of influenza virus 
vaccines for use in United States during the 2026-2027 influenza season. Details. 

   
Additional Multi-Day Events 

• March 11-March 13 – HHS Meeting: Women’s Health – The Health and Human Services 
Department (HHS) holds its Inaugural National Conference on Women's Health, focusing on 
breakthroughs in research, prevention, diagnosis, and treatment of health conditions that affect 
women across the lifespan. Details. 

 
Featured Analysis 

 
• AI and Cyber Policy Roundup –  In Policy Hub here. 

https://nida.nih.gov/about-nida/advisory-boards-groups/national-advisory-council-drug-abuse-nacda/national-advisory-council-agenda
https://www.budget.senate.gov/hearings/postponed-sanctuary-cities-the-cost-of-undermining-law-and-order
https://us06web.zoom.us/webinar/register/9117713480052/WN_kBj4o8uFQJW5kntM4IK8xg#/registration
https://www.judiciary.senate.gov/committee-activity/hearings/protecting-american-citizenship-birthright-citizenship-for-illegal-aliens-and-tourists-03-10-2026
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/americas-workforce-blueprint-national-talent-strategy/
https://www.finance.senate.gov/hearings/the-fiscal-outlook-2027-2036
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/foreign-dependence-how-china-captured-americas-drug-supply
https://www.fda.gov/advisory-committees/advisory-committee-calendar/vaccines-and-related-biological-products-advisory-committee-march-12-2026-meeting-announcement
https://ncwh2026.com/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-and-cyber-policy-roundup-fda-modernization-review-of-ai-laws-and-cyber-incident-reporting/
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• ACA Subsidy Update: 2026 Marketplace Enrollment Down, Program Integrity Savings, and 
Sen. Moreno’s Proposed One-Year Extension –  In Policy Hub here. 

• Innovation Center Model Portfolio Overview –  In Policy Hub here. 
• Impact Health Vaccine Policy Tracker – In Policy Hub here. 

 

Congressional Lookback 
 
Fri. (3/6) 

• MACPAC convened virtually for day two of its March 2026 public meeting and held sessions on 
provider enrollment and mandatory and optional enrollees and services. All Impact session 
summaries are available on Policy Hub here. 

 
Thurs. (3/5) 

• MACPAC convened virtually for day one of its March 2026 public meeting and held sessions on 
prior authorization, Medicaid managed care, children and youth with special health needs, and 
PACE. All Impact session summaries are available on Policy Hub here. 

• The Senate HELP Committee held a hearing to examine the role of federal health IT policy at 
the ONC in improving care delivery through data exchange, interoperability, and emerging 
technologies like artificial intelligence. Details.  

• The E&C Committee advanced eight bills to the full House during a markup focused largely on 
children’s online safety and privacy. Details.  

 
Wed. (3/4) 

• The House Agriculture Committee convened a markup of the Farm, Food, and National Security 
Act. Details.  
 

Tues (3/3) 
• MedPAC held day two of its March 2026 meeting at which it held a session on enrollment 

decisions. All Impact session summaries are available on Policy Hub here. 
 
Mon. (3/2) 

• MedPAC held day one of its March 2026 meeting at which it held sessions on palliative services 
for ESRD beneficiaries and Medicare Advantage networks and risk adjustment. All Impact session 
summaries are available on Policy Hub here. 

 
Regulatory Lookback 
 
Fri. (3/6) 

• CMS issued a State Medicaid Director letter further explaining the implementation of Section 
711107 of H.R. 1. Details.  
 

Tues (3/3) 
• CMS released FAQs for the Medicare GLP-1 Bridge. Details.  

https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/aca-subsidy-update-2026-marketplace-enrollment-down-program-integrity-savings-and-sen-morenos-proposed-one-year-extension/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/innovation-center-model-portfolio-overview/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/impact-health-vaccine-policy-tracker/
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/march-2026-public-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/source/medicaid-and-chip-payment-and-access-commission/
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/march-2026-public-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/source/medicaid-and-chip-payment-and-access-commission/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/transforming-health-care-with-data-improving-patient-outcomes-through-next-generation-care
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/transforming-health-care-with-data-improving-patient-outcomes-through-next-generation-care
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_MWSHzJph2HYW7tDK8-5F5bt-2D54W9k7knf5LjPS2N8DGmFg3m2nnW95jsWP6lZ3mNW93F1RK6dTX5HN4B3nbZFc-5FMdW3dNjLZ7LxYmhW8LCst17nRjB4W4bq48z17VbxRW5v7p3r4106FjW450vtJ8yD-5F11N6zDmFhXYHRgW2ZgN7X7HM2NFW6Y0Bvw2K3RKWW643Klv16hH60W6YJ5h-2D8JFXgtW1R5m7K4Gd0B8W8tT1GQ2fmQM-5FW16V-2Df87ttfjRW41KWsd5PJv98N4sFVLV8N5lsW497psK666D-5FjW5PkQsq2Mdb9FW1rWmTw57YC-5FGW5p0ZDJ5Ng1n1W4393-2DG1p0BkKW7MR51r7Zr35VW6WqF-2Dk8svb0KW6D9VGD7bp2ntW3lxcLc6XYqjwW55nVnM6tm8F-5FW98sHs45lyPpCW7-5Fb0pT24D-5Fm9W7wqmrn7nKQRrf58csyv04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=J1Jwl62RDGbiLIlb8NFUaFKmuDW2R8aNDJlZVLiA5Ei9pdxkPKNJ76WYLQ1fXU_5&s=2YTEX7rk-rLFxVwCLTonYQXxTiUQFp0gaj5JikOdG1Y&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-advances-childrens-online-safety-package-but-delays-consideration-of-coppa-2-0/
https://agriculture.house.gov/calendar/eventsingle.aspx?EventID=8094&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_waFvJ-S0C-KpfTlUNIl3kPy1CRkKa7fUUDMp1ho3RWCtkm9c4-q8n_TLJkHdfufrNVJQV
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-approves-farm-bill-after-lengthy-debate/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/january-15-16-2026/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/commissioners-react-to-draft-medicare-payment-adequacy-and-update-recommendations-for-2027/
https://www.medpac.gov/meeting/january-15-16-2026/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/commissioners-react-to-draft-medicare-payment-adequacy-and-update-recommendations-for-2027/
https://www.medicaid.gov/federal-policy-guidance/downloads/smd26001.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-guidance-on-implementing-changes-to-eligibility-redeterminations-under-h-r-1/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-faqs-on-medicare-glp-1-bridge-to-provide-access-to-glp-1s-for-medicare-beneficiaries-prior-to-the-launch-of-the-balance-model/
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Mon. (3/2) 

• CMS extended the application deadline of the GENEROUS Model to April 30. Details.  
 
Comment & Application Deadlines 
  

• March 11: CMS issued the issued the proposed Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters for 
the 2027 plan year. Details.  

• March 26: CMS issued an RFI related to a potential upcoming “Comprehensive Regulations to 
Uncover Suspicious Healthcare (CRUSH)” proposed rule. Details.  

• March 30: CMS issued an ANPRM to solicit public comment on potential options for Medicare 
participating hospitals to foster more resilient supply chains for American-made PPE and 
essential medicines. Details.  

• March 31: EBSA issued a proposed rule that would require providers of PBM services and 
affiliated providers of brokerage and consulting services to disclose information about their 
compensation. Details.  

• March 31: CMMI announced GENEROUS (GENErating cost Reductions fOr U.S. Medicaid) Model. 
Details.  

• March 31: CMS released an RFI seeking information from vendors with active, production-ready 
AI and ML solutions capable of improving how Medicare beneficiaries navigate coverage options 
and receive support across digital and voice channels. Details.  

• April 20: HRSA issued an RFI to gather information from stakeholders on the potential use of 
rebates to effectuate the ceiling price under the 340B Program. Details.  

• April 20: CMMI announced GENEROUS (GENErating cost Reductions fOr U.S. Medicaid) Model. 
Details.  

• June 3: CMMI released a NOFO for the second cohort of the Innovation in Behavioral Health 
Model. Details.  

• July 31: The ACL announced the launch of Phase 1 of the ACL Caregiver AI Prize Competition. 
Details.  
 

 

https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-lower-drug-costs-improve-care-extending-deadline-generous-model-application?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--RVR4mfZVYYkt2cz4NubDxsYiQ8c9ZIiT9-y3u41E9yGK4_xd-152hST94PtgT7x-c1Uys
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/manufacturer-application-deadline-extended-for-generous-cmmi-model-to-april-30th/
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-regulations-lower-health-care-costs-expand-consumer-choice-protect-taxpayers
https://www.cms.gov/newsroom/press-releases/cms-proposes-regulations-lower-health-care-costs-expand-consumer-choice-protect-taxpayers
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/cy-2027-notice-of-benefit-and-payment-parameters-proposed-rule-comments-due-march-11/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-03968.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-rfi-on-potential-regulatory-reforms-to-address-waste-fraud-and-abuse-comments-due-march-26th/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-01730.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-anprm-to-solicit-feedback-on-ways-to-foster-more-resilient-supply-chains-for-ppe-and-essential-medicines-considers-the-establishment-of-a-secure-american-medical-supplies-friendly-h/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-01907.pdf?utm_campaign=pi+subscription+mailing+list&utm_medium=email&utm_source=federalregister.gov
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ebsa-proposed-rule-to-require-pbms-to-disclose-compensation-information-to-erisa-fiduciaries-comments-due-march-31/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/generous
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/the-generous-model-a-voluntary-medicaid-most-favored-nation-drug-pricing-model/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-rfi-on-production-ready-ai-tools-for-medicare-experience-modernization-responses-due-march-31/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-03042.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/comments-due-march-19-for-rfi-to-inform-potential-future-340b-rebate-model-pilot-program/
https://www.cms.gov/priorities/innovation/innovation-models/generous
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/the-generous-model-a-voluntary-medicaid-most-favored-nation-drug-pricing-model/
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/45ca8b99-6524-47ec-9e7e-572fa9fc2093/attachments/4e268607-7c6f-4b2e-9276-2c8bd359a6e1/IBH-NOFO-Cohort2-508.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_8ezI5cA8cbMpDid7aCZl-umhS6GRqa0eVQND5jHSbf21pri2Nnq0iARVBQKMzbgUNfN7l
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-innovation-in-behavioral-health-ibh-model-notice-of-funding-opportunity-for-cohort-2-applications-due-june-3-2026/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VXczJQ5vBgG6W38XrVF11mckHW3cF4jk5KbKDSN70Sks25kBVzW50kH-5FH6lZ3kTN2Npvlm5bRjjW8Jg-2DpS3HLpmfVGpBtN251TXsW6PYBXd63TPQ1N7YPjp74TZzXMvgPrjKKv-2D-5FVFgGXn7QC5vHW6K6kn52nHH9mW7Xqy2K3W-5F3f3VyNjkB1jlYMcW5DnKwt7HDJ-2DVW69q6ls3Nyhs7W5NcyB02Chbx-5FW1yVjWF7d9dzHW7zVVjH85zSJnN5N9q91Z0pyKW2L-5F-5FcY4fmqNXW8lMrq63MZbhRW4Dq5xM2YJkxfW5ZxwMC8V96ycW6qxSvC1W5RF7W5pc6-2Dp7PFnRZW27jd5x3B6tZCVTKdFf9cQ5M6V-5Ft7vP4d7rv-2DM1-5Ft4DPmDDMW1XNM8K6cvDYvW2y4BNV8SwZn3W5bRzlP8nWfd0W87F-2DH85BdgyKW4fxQzb4X-5Fr6VW6s9pZZ9kY10sf13nGTW04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=f3YEC7p24dNinl4ujOvB2Qysfcq8elnMyURFhNmShHu5Ooeok5lvHcQfd8_ZAwg_&s=qNrSbyk2VEO-5z4kld0wEmWBziQwKe_lEL2ciR4qCes&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/acl-launches-phase-1-of-caregiver-ai-prize-competition-applications-due-july-31/

