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Impact Health Policy Weekly 
 
Framing the Week  
 
Congress is in recess this week. Advancing the budget reconciliation package to fund immigration 
enforcement and border patrol by June 1 (President Trump’s deadline) will be Republicans’ top priority 
when they return next week.  
 
Time in their districts and states will be an opportunity for both parties to highlight their key messages 
ahead of the midterms. The House GOP’s platform centers on four main policy areas: border security; 
energy independence; eliminating waste, fraud, and abuse; and tax relief for working families.  
 
Meanwhile, Democrats continue to focus on affordability, with health care a central part of their 
message, as well as Medicaid cuts in H.R. 1.  

• Senate Democrats’ vision for health care seeks to lower costs and make care accessible and 
easier to use.  

• Senate Finance Democrats’ is developing policies to lower health care costs and prescription 
drug costs. 

o Health Coverage: “Reverse Republican cost increases and reimagine a better 
path…make health care simpler for families…take on corporate greed.” 

o Prescription Drug: “Lowering the prices manufacturers charge for drugs…reducing out-
of-pocket drug costs…restoring and bolstering American innovation.”  

• Congressional Progressive Caucus’ New Affordability Agenda includes a proposal to make 
prescription drugs cheaper “by establishing a government program to sell generic drugs at a 
discount, cutting the price of a vial of insulin from $300 to $50.” 

• New Democrat Coalition’s New Dem Affordability Agenda proposes to “extend ACA tax 
credits…cap prescription drug costs, fully fund Medicaid and protect patients from surprise 
medical bills and aggressive debt collection.” 

 
The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Committee Chairman Bill Cassidy (R-LA), who is 
facing a tough primary later this month, will convene two field hearings.  
 
The first hearing is focused on health care affordability and will feature perspectives from Louisiana-
based employers, patients, and providers. This will be an opportunity for Chairman Cassidy, to highlight 
his Money and Value for Patients (MVP) agenda. It entails providing $1,000 or $1,500 (depending on 
age) through a health savings account tied to a bronze or catastrophic plan, empowering patients to 
shop for lower cost care through TrumpRx and with the help of price transparency, and expanding 
access to safe and nutritious food. 
 
The second hearing is focused on mental health and substance use treatment. The panel features 
Louisiana-based health care advocates and executives, as well as the former acting head of SAMHSA. 
 
Regulatory Update 

https://www.politico.com/live-updates/2026/04/27/congress/mcclain-outlines-gop-midterm-messaging-game-plan-00894068
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/democratic_vision_for_health_care.pdf?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--AHbTnynNCRHOwbpaq19razHb_m7022LwTir6Zm3ZE7AZYJKxbsKnZ0B_rzqDgS40ROYzJOe1uRv7txcESJ5JV1jx8YNWSsHsInkE1WNWb0IZo524&_hsmi=416266190&utm_content=416266190&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/031926_dear_colleague_insurance.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/020326_senate_dear_colleague_common_sense_policies_to_low_drug_prices_for_patients.pdf
https://www.finance.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/020326_senate_dear_colleague_common_sense_policies_to_low_drug_prices_for_patients.pdf
https://progressives.house.gov/press-releases?ID=4151431F-6DC6-4A15-AD9E-2376936078EA
https://newdemocratcoalition.house.gov/media-center/op-eds/the-affordability-crisis-is-real-it-doesnt-have-to-be
https://thehill.com/homenews/campaign/5855861-trump-endorsement-letlow-cassidy/
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/making-health-care-affordable-again-part-2-perspectives-from-employers-patients-and-providers
https://www.help.senate.gov/rep/newsroom/press/chairman-cassidy-unveils-agenda-to-make-health-care-affordable-again
https://www.finance.senate.gov/chairmans-news/chairs-crapo-cassidy-unveil-republican-bill-to-make-health-care-affordable-give-money-directly-to-families
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/from-crisis-to-care-mental-health-and-substance-use-treatment-across-the-continuum-of-care
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The Office of Management and Budget completed reviewing: 
• Head Start. Proposed Rule: Restoring Flexibility to Support Head Start Program Access 
• Nutrition. Interim Final Rule: Expanding Fluid Milk Options in Child Nutrition Programs 
 
OMB is reviewing the following rules: 
 

• Coverage and Payment: 
o Medicaid:  

▪ State Directed Payments. Proposed Rule: Medicaid Managed Care State Directed 
Payments and Medicaid Fee-For-Service Targeted Medicaid Practitioner Payments  

▪ Medicaid Tax Waivers. Proposed Rule: Amending the Indirect Hold Harmless 
Threshold of Health Care-Related Taxes 

▪ Work Requirements. Interim Final Rule: Establishing State Community Engagement 
Requirements for Certain Individuals Under Section 1902(xx) of the Social Security 
Act 

o Medicare. Proposed Rules: CY 2027 policy changes and payment rates for hospital 
outpatient departments, physicians, and ESRD facilities 

o Marketplace.  
▪ Final Rule: 2027 Notice of Benefit and Payment Parameters  
▪ Proposed Rule: Exchange Pre-Enrollment Eligibility Verification 

o No Surprises Act. Final Rule: Independent Dispute Resolution Operations 
o Organ Transplant. Final Rule: Alternative Payment Model Updates and the Increasing 

Organ Transplant Access 
 

• Drug Price Negotiation. Proposed Rule: Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program  
 

• Accrediting Organizations. Final Rule: Strengthening Oversight of Accrediting Organizations (AO), 
Burden Reduction, and Related Provisions 

 
• Nutrition 

o Work Requirements. Proposed Rule: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: 
Modification to Work Requirements for Able-Bodied Adults 

o Categorical Eligibility. Proposed Rule: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: 
Reforming Categorical Eligibility 

o Cost Sharing. Proposed Rule: Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program: Changes in 
Federal-State Administrative Cost Sharing 
 

• Immigration. Interim Final Rule: Unaccompanied Children Program Foundational Rule; Update to 
Include Proof of Identity and Income Verification Standards 
 

• Medication-Assisted Treatment. Final Rule: Implementation of the SUPPORT Act: Dispensing and 
Administering Controlled Substances for Medication-Assisted Treatment 

 

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1297611
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1309761
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1294512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1232112
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1329918
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1344512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1344512
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1349664
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1357314
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1332212
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1357165
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1259515
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1344515
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1292165
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1267017
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1314513
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1142013
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1342262
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1117562
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1242013
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• HIPAA. Final Rule: HIPAA Privacy Rule: Changes to Support Coordinated Care and Individual 
Engagement and Reduce Regulatory Burdens 

 
• Excepted Benefits. Proposed Rule: Amendments to Excepted Benefits 

 
• Disability. Interim Final Rule: Nondiscrimination on the Basis of Disability by Recipients of 

Department of Health and Human Services Financial Assistance 
 

• Discrimination. Final Rule: Rescinding Portions of Department of Health and Human Services Title 
VI Regulations to Conform More Closely with the Statutory Text and to Implement Executive Order 
14281  

 
This Week in Health Policy 
 
An overview of upcoming events is included below. Events highlighted in orange are those that we will 
be covering in detail: 
 
Tue. (5/5)  

• 10:00am – Field Hearing: Health Care Affordability – Senate Health, Education, Labor, and 
Pensions Chair Bill Cassidy (R-LA) holds a field hearing in Baton Rouge, LA, to examine the 
employer, patient, and provider perspective on health care affordability. Details.  

• 11:00am – BPC Discussion: Affordable Housing – The Bipartisan Policy Center (BPC) holds a 
discussion on housing affordability, focusing on a range of factory-built housing types, the 
challenges of scaling these solutions, and opportunities for reform at the local, state, and federal 
levels. Details.  

• 1:00pm – NIH Meeting: Alcohol Abuse – The National Institutes of Health (NIH) holds a 
meeting of the National Institute on Alcohol Abuse and Alcoholism for presentations and other 
business of the council. Details.  

• 1:30pm – NIH Meeting: Drug Abuse Research – NIH holds a meeting of holds a meeting of the 
National Institute on Drug Abuse for presentations and other business of the Council. Details.  

• 2:00pm – CMS Meeting: LEAD Alignment – CMS holds office hours for prospective applicants 
of the Long-term Enhanced Accountable Care Organization (ACO) Design (LEAD) Model. CMS 
will address FAQs about model alignment and financial methodology. Details.  

 
Wed. (5/6)  

• 10:00am – Field Hearing: Mental Health – Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions Chair 
Bill Cassidy (R-LA) holds a field hearing in Metairie, LA, to examine the mental health crisis, 
focusing on substance use treatment across the continuum of care. Details.  

• 1:00pm – Health Affairs Discussion: Climate, Health, and Equity – Health Affairs holds a 
discussion to examine how climate change is affecting human health, health equity, and the 
capacity of health and social systems to respond. Details.  

 
Thurs. (5/7)   

https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1334515
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1327020
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1354565
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1359519
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/making-health-care-affordable-again-part-2-perspectives-from-employers-patients-and-providers
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/event/housing-innovators-building-the-future-of-affordable-housing/
https://www.niaaa.nih.gov/about-niaaa/advisory-council/agenda-niaaa-advisory-council-meeting-may-5-2026
https://nida.nih.gov/about-nida/advisory-boards-groups/national-advisory-council-drug-abuse-nacda/national-advisory-council-agenda
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__deloitte.zoom.us_w_95591067015-3Ftk-3DTRi9bVgkzLlsEBiSPGoqDquBoO9CecOd7-2DBMXeXAoqo.DQkAAAAWQavthxZxaU5iQkNscVFHS3VUbzlxdWdGRUZRAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAAA-26pwd-3Dd5XsoKGx3bkidBV9nXLA5nmVtKch2H.1-26uuid-3DWN-5FvShAxs2BToSrQLz-5FnRRQCA&d=DwMFAg&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=_eqqUR9CzpDXW8lH1Wk1KC4kXlDcnOujnh0ep3HdvYtlwDBcGGjZFrOD_Vpd86WO&s=dDcWLoVdQdUgc90wbSoHLT3eBmor6gKRlmj6DRRL0Gs&e=
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/from-crisis-to-care-mental-health-and-substance-use-treatment-across-the-continuum-of-care
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/he20260414.92163/full/
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• 10:00am – HITAC Meeting: Interoperability, Privacy, and Patient Access – The Health 
Information Technology Advisory Committee (HITAC) holds a meeting to discuss 
recommendations to the Assistant Secretary for Technology Policy/National Coordinator on 
Health Information Technology (ASTP/ONC) on the topics of interoperability, privacy and 
security, and patient access to information. Details.  

• Meeting: MACPAC – The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) 
holds a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment and policy issues. Details. 

o 3:00pm-3:30pm – Session 1: Automation in Medicaid Prior Authorization AM 
o 3:30pm-4:00pm – Session 2: Exploring the Role of the State Medicaid Agency in the 

Program of All-Inclusive Care for the Elderly (PACE)  
o 4:00pm-4:30pm – Session 3: Access to Appropriate Residential Treatment Services for 

Youth in Medicaid  
o 4:30pm-4:45pm – Session 4: Implementing Community Engagement Requirements in 

Medicaid  
o 4:45pm-5:00pm – Session 5: Children and Youth with Special Health Care Needs 

(CYSHCN) Transitions to Adult Coverage  
o 5:15pm-6:00pm – Session 6: Vote on Recommendations for the June Report to 

Congress  
 
 
Featured Analysis 

 
• Behavioral Health Roundup – In Policy Hub here. 
• AI Policy Roundup –  In Policy Hub here. 
• Innovation Center Model Portfolio Overview –  In Policy Hub here. 

 

Congressional Lookback 
 
Fri. (5/1) 

• The House passed the Farm, Food, and National Security Act for Farm Bill reauthorization by a 
vote of 224-200. Details. 

 
Thurs. (4/30) 

• The Appropriations Committee passed the fiscal year 2027 funding bill for Agriculture, Rural 
Development, Food and Drug Administration, and Related Agencies. Details.  
 

Wed. (4/29) 
• Reps. Ted Lieu (D-CA) and Jay Obernolte (R-CA), co-chairs of the former bipartisan House AI 

Task Force, introduced the American Leadership in AI Act (H.R.8516), a sweeping legislative 
package that consolidates more than 20 bipartisan AI bills developed from the Task Force’s 
2024 final report. Details. 

https://healthit.gov/event/health-information-technology-advisory-committee-2/
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/may-2026-public-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/behavioral-health-round-up-2/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-policy-roundup-white-house-appoints-pcast-members-gao-urges-stronger-ai-privacy-guidance-and-nsf-launches-ai-ready-america-initiative/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/innovation-center-model-portfolio-overview/
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/7567?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--porxbC-NXGUUSyuJqPVqzCjWsO04GMzzHCIZzcmnBzxrm5EqCeJXXDRv7tWZ8T1Vhzhh4
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/house-passes-farm-bill-reauthorization/
https://appropriations.house.gov/schedule/markups/full-committee-markup-fiscal-year-2027-agriculture-rural-development-food-and-drug?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8oUoTRD1ag4rSdx9CJIN_fTzLic3KGxH2nwfCo32N_raK0rn8PIV-1-mNZKh92C5zQS5FN
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-passes-usda-and-fda-funding-bill-democrats-highlight-wic-cuts-while-republicans-emphasize-fiscal-responsibility/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWlpxZ22b1KrV5kxdh3tqfcXW5QKV2t5NsCX4N48YKcn3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3ktN8t4Dxd1-5FpDsW7yqzFB3G4HDXW6XXJw54RJvDlW4GRBj88L16WgW9k7xv-2D9bpD4jW81mV8-5F5n3cM0V6sFrB310-5Fv1W32z79v5ywmKSW1dC5pK29bmsHW58plbK2jF-5FNZW5xJ4Nq6t7VvVW68q5Qt27hqV-5FW1nFq6m1gz891W1bDMP07mHt9DW5cVq7553XQgLW9c7pB-2D4mNwkLW78wyWh340wTXW8g5vHL9h4Qr7W12Pvgr96tl95W7WBnnF2QRSMqW5XFkwL7VC0hLW4Ghhg82qCwxPW1VPf3Z342JFcVqWqBF4stHzYW69HrWp6xR8KHW3lFdTm69mZ2dW3s-2DZzV1bLD8zW33rmL94-5FgCvDdY63y604&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=T7UaY-Z2yCcf-sHtxPYvhCICY-6oKqAoagm74eS6TKOqmk1LArDTmjmURO61tRE2&s=IIDJ155M6LLSctJ2wIHwmlQz9oFZrGSA0EyoUmL3TwI&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/reps-lieu-and-obernolte-introduce-bipartisan-american-leadership-in-ai-act-to-implement-task-force-recommendations-and-expand-u-s-ai-competitiveness/
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• The House Ways & Means Committee (W&M) convened hospital system CEOs as part of a 
broader Republican oversight series aimed at examining and reducing health care prices across 
sectors. Details. 

 
Tues. (4/28) 

• Senate Democratic Leader Chuck Schumer (D-NY) released Senate Democrats’ vision for 
health care. Details.  

 
Mon. (4/27) 

• A bipartisan group of House lawmakers led by Reps. John Joyce (R-PA) and Kim Schrier (D-
WA) introduced the Medicare Advantage (MA) Improvement Act (H.R. 8375) with support from 
provider organizations. Details. 
 

Regulatory Lookback 
 
Fri. (5/1) 

• The Department of Education issued its long-anticipated final rule implementing the federal 
student loan reforms enacted in H.R. 1, finalizing, largely as proposed, the framework outlined in 
its January 2026 Notice of Proposed Rulemaking. Details. 

• The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a notice proposing to exclude three widely 
used GLP-1 therapies – semaglutide, tirzepatide, and liraglutide – from the 503B Bulks List. 
Details. 
 

Wed. (4/29) 
• FDA announced a major push to modernize drug development through real-time clinical trials, 

unveiling two live proof-of-concept studies and issuing a Request for Information on a broader 
pilot program to integrate artificial intelligence into early-phase research. Details. 

• The Centers for Medicare and Medicaid Services (CMS) announced additional deadline 
extensions for the GENEROUS (GENErating cost Reductions fOr U.S. Medicaid) Model, citing 
overwhelming interest from prescription drug manufacturers. Details. 

 
 

Comment & Application Deadlines 
• May 17: CMMI is accepting applications for the Long-term Enhanced ACO Design (LEAD) Model 

(Impact summary). Details. 
• May 23: The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) issued a formal request for 

nominations to fill upcoming vacancies on the U.S. Preventive Services Task Force. Details. 
• May 26: The Federal Trade Commission (FTC) and the Department of Justice (DOJ) launched a 

joint public inquiry regarding the effectiveness of the Hart-Scott-Rodino Antitrust Improvements 
Act’s (HSR Act) premerger reporting requirements. Details. 

• May 30: The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) issued a request for information (RFI) on the 
use of digital health technologies (DHTs) in clinical investigations for drugs and biological 
products, seeking stakeholder feedback on opportunities and challenges related to the use of 
these tools in product development and regulatory review. Details. 

https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/full-committee-hearing-with-health-system-ceos/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-convenes-hospital-ceos-to-examine-drivers-of-rising-health-care-costs/
https://www.democrats.senate.gov/imo/media/doc/democratic_vision_for_health_care.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/democrats-vision-for-health-care-lower-costs-reliable-care-less-hassle/
https://johnjoyce.house.gov/media/press-releases/dr-joyce-introduces-medicare-advantage-improvement-act-maia?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--7XhQlMoZ4cx6cAjVl0Vy62HU41RjlBpoj6MCiYS8YBzzf9L4_d5dSv9liaX_xXGWt5Cwn
https://www.congress.gov/bill/119th-congress/house-bill/8375?s=2&r=1&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--7XhQlMoZ4cx6cAjVl0Vy62HU41RjlBpoj6MCiYS8YBzzf9L4_d5dSv9liaX_xXGWt5Cwn
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/bipartisan-group-introduces-medicare-advantage-improvement-act-as-insurers-announce-further-progress-on-prior-authorization-commitments/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVv-2Dv11w1N5pN85jp-5FbXx4CVW4125np5NxCmLN5ZDtSH5nXHCW50kH-5FH6lZ3k-5FN2m-5FHb2by3PcW7j8ybQ6TtwbmW7Mr0yG7Dx9-2DTW7-2DsbdL8bdnQSW8cFXV84gsKyPN7Kh75Wdhx45W3k0nQY6v2CN9W7HBX1M4PGphMW3Fhlf73TGKQSW3SzpRV5Y2Dk-5FW1tBxS128BZ6BW6-5F7sw-5F8gFc3fW2kjsdF1xXgQPW8PJz-5F61bcxKpW6nv37Z7ZZvTJW2-2DVkwh4VXJ0ZW77Wnv92FDXDBW63YHrR9bL1P6W6s9tCx1FqxNMVb9Z-5FW1jBsswW8x7wzZ2q6zY0W18qrNH2xHkzMW5f9Gzm7-2DxqGyW7S7VTh5pLcZVW1KRjh24w5xg4W5xyQlr4JHvgBW2Phfrd82lJJnW2YYGwB8y3pxYW5C3gYs4bj6QvW65v-2DnZ84SntZW510x0W58-2DTvnW7l5S5M7h2fPff6XskZb04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=xArPfJBYHPFCi-MhlQ82Fa8loqjhmBMuw_CRC1cwgkkiTE253gEQ9J0-WUwAAaGK&s=Xwx0r8VAmgUaYjMgsX0quBwSiVq-eCTlWd0SYM8ofFs&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-of-education-finalizes-comprehensive-overhaul-of-federal-student-loan-limits-and-repayment-under-h-r-1-core-provisions-largely-unchanged-from-proposal/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVp1G25lRTmWW1s2Y265c2CDyW7zr5cm5NxCr7N35KTD03m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3kXN77X-5FgLlqNcyW6Pf27D3vDNB1W5zbQqz1wSrnNW5myNy91L86hJN7wknCHJFnNLW86zjqx4k1cn5W6gmBsY4w50DhVBXZgD8n086gW39qYCm3W63TjW45qnCn5Gn3HyW7ls23311052WW2ysYbp2fhbw1W2X0FQD9lgvB7W33T2pn8Xt658N2qqQlrxB2ZJW98nLBb2Fz9CzVKRd018vSBfjW3C6XK-5F1-5F9P-5FqW2Ky-2DSy6ZshS9V5zcW-2D5jlvTMN5TxCV-2DrVCsZVDgTBR4QXBTMW8PJ0l65GH-2DZfW2pXz-2Dj882vMZN5J-2DY8qZJ7G9W1sRlCB33yzR6W3DB7ph8sR2FVW6nN2mC20-5FRZwf1MPnF-2D04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=C4J9k3SI1b5cFg798BY8kVFda8ZxPCiD2Cj0_xxAuNoKimSZrXE7vbFGDNu-QG6B&s=clXA2jJL-cCBDYgaaCkz7iVxB-DUbUzq_s_Vd92Uul0&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-proposes-to-exclude-glp-1-therapies-from-503b-bulks-list-comments-due-june-29/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-advances-real-time-clinical-trials-initiative-seeks-input-on-ai-enabled-pilot/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-advances-real-time-clinical-trials-initiative-seeks-input-on-ai-enabled-pilot/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-further-extends-generous-model-application-deadlines-for-manufacturers-and-states/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWGp9d5bK-5FjHVMMCCk4fkcttVtG5yr5MjZ5cN8kT-5FCv3m2nnW8wLKSR6lZ3lnN4ql3NjjyLkdV66dFg2Z9PbKW5klRZv8sy4BVW323vQY26NNwsW8rH6j276-2DzCpN7NSS7QX3S-5FrW16CGRr7nM6CnW2P-2Dqb21kdGVjW8Klggp7dJbjgW1-2DyvM025DmRDW7NyJtz2JGy4tW4SQyr82c3BJTW7YYs3N8KCpl7Vr77Lx7yPWhvW8Gcbzv14TWK2W4s45wm3dWs6rW7H-5FMCG1l7rvsW5Q62Cn94J66fVZxNlS4kL19SVHbMQz2Hx-2DGjW6pvl705vHY0cW5009fD24jDW-5FW7Z99Yp3qNHfcW820VfB8N1W83W5WFNFB1gY4PdV4p-5F2W83slCfW29T4-2DZ4hp2pZW6z981h22nPqFdcyMg404&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=KOCIlLzhNHTrMd9xj7_pfzIbtfZ8wWpmBUJn9HdFQKelFLRgQX_VwVyGqPe4vseo&s=VJIvSku5OgNzJ-wN1a00gujYJdy1lxRrRuxTgL8T73o&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWGp9d5bK-5FjHVMMCCk4fkcttVtG5yr5MjZ5cN8kT-5FB05kBVzW5BWr2F6lZ3ngW7jTYKf25bR5MW1xWbkd4Qf9MgW4t-5FKmv8-5FQlnNW8R5xgc7Q4fVcN7fm8C1gbTL0W5TsXyJ1RT343W1zmS3N8HMwGBW7cPMdM1hqZTdW5HBn3z5fx1nWW3W-2DYZ95p-2DgrMW2J7RtY46F-5FS7W1vwGwR5Trs9JV62Bhv2J7nrHW4vgc4k8Dd2pTVWXSvH2YkKyVN9b5R5fhJZ75VZD9dr38hvdvW4mk8MY7tpMtlW7f2kzL7b5qXzW4F95cW55yKRBW7PqPh55kzV9SW2cr31-2D98Yr4LW437YNr40Z41yW1Mr3fT4DskRgN4K77phHP5ZcW6bhNCx5HMsbJW706W45886j-5FRW8QGYvR5q7XtjW8p7JJ-5F71GftcN2thX3Fs05r0W2dGtT76skLqPW8KmNfz1stHscW6bL1rx7B-5FdyhW3-5FV-2DXl5zC-2D4Pf7hq8hq04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=ijqQs74fN2Q56C5Ex8JYV_B1HObY78b_wt-bjmD-T0I&m=KOCIlLzhNHTrMd9xj7_pfzIbtfZ8wWpmBUJn9HdFQKelFLRgQX_VwVyGqPe4vseo&s=n0Cq4E94j2Rt_p1ZXtztLQ_mY-pV2vhReUsDDmrII4A&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-center-releases-lead-model-rfa-applications-due-may-17/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-requests-nominations-for-uspstf-amid-hhs-push-to-reform-preventive-care-panel-applications-due-may-23/
https://www.ftc.gov/system/files/ftc_gov/pdf/2026.03.25-HSR-RFI.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agencies-seek-public-comment-on-premerger-notification-requirements-comments-due-may-26/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-issues-rfi-on-use-of-digital-health-technologies-in-drug-and-biologic-clinical-trials-comments-due-may-30/
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• June 1: CMS released the fiscal year (FY) 2027 inpatient rehabilitation facility (IRF) PPS 
proposed rule. Details. 

• June 1: CMS released the FY 2027 inpatient psychiatric facility (IPF) PPS proposed rule. Details. 
• June 1: CMS released the FY 2026 skilled nursing facility (SNF) prospective payment system 

(PPS) proposed rule. Details. 
• June 5: CMS released the FY 2027 hospice payment rate update proposed rule. Details. 
• June 3: CMMI released a NOFO for the second cohort of the Innovation in Behavioral Health 

Model. Details. 
• CMS released the FY 2027 inpatient prospective payment system (IPPS) and long-term care 

hospital prospective payment system (LTCH PPS). Details. 
• June 15: CMS released a proposed rule to advance interoperability and improve prior 

authorization for prescription drugs. Details. 
• June 29: The Food and Drug Administration (FDA issued a notice proposing to exclude three 

widely used GLP-1 therapies – semaglutide, tirzepatide, and liraglutide – from the 503B Bulks 
List. Details. 

• July 31: The ACL announced the launch of Phase 1 of the ACL Caregiver AI Prize Competition. 
Details. 

 

Litigation Highlights 

• Voting rights:  In a 6 to 3 decision in  Louisiana v. Callais, the Supreme Court eviscerated 

section 2 of the Voting Rights Act, the nationwide ban on discrimination in voting. The ruling 

impacts redistricting claims, effectively eliminating section 2 as a tool for challenging racially 

discriminatory congressional maps and requiring states to correct that discrimination by creating 

majority-minority electoral districts to ensure minority voters have the opportunity to elect the 

candidate of their choice. The decision is seen as a significant setback for civil rights.  It requires 

Louisiana to redraw its congressional map and renders similar districts in other states vulnerable 

to legal challenges. Louisiana’s governor paused the state’s Congressional House primaries mid-

process following the ruling and the state will redraw its congressional map.  Analysis regarding 

the nationwide impact of the decision is still ongoing but earlier estimates suggest that rolling 

back section 2, as occurred in last week’s decision, could create 19 additional safe Republican 

congressional districts and put 191 state legislative seats at risk of elimination – all which are 

currently held by Democrats and primarily by Black legislators.  

  

• Reproductive health:  The Fifth Circuit Court of Appeals has sharply curtailed nationwide access 

to medication abortion, blocking a 2023 FDA policy that enabled telemedicine prescriptions and 

mail delivery of mifepristone. The decision effectively reinstate in-person dispensing requirements 

https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fy-2027-irf-pps-proposed-rule-proposes-2-8-percent-payment-increase-requests-feedback-on-reforms-to-patient-classification-comorbidities-and-an-advance-care-planning-measure/
https://public-inspection.federalregister.gov/2026-06675.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fy-2027-inpatient-psychiatric-facilities-proposed-rule-proposes-overall-2-1-percent-increase-in-payments-comments-due-june-1/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-proposes-2-4-percent-payment-increase-for-hospices-in-fy-2027-and-includes-rfis-on-on-palliative-care-hospice-wage-index-and-medical-aid-in-dying-comments-due-june-5/
https://files.simpler.grants.gov/opportunities/45ca8b99-6524-47ec-9e7e-572fa9fc2093/attachments/4e268607-7c6f-4b2e-9276-2c8bd359a6e1/IBH-NOFO-Cohort2-508.pdf?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_8ezI5cA8cbMpDid7aCZl-umhS6GRqa0eVQND5jHSbf21pri2Nnq0iARVBQKMzbgUNfN7l
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-innovation-in-behavioral-health-ibh-model-notice-of-funding-opportunity-for-cohort-2-applications-due-june-3-2026/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/fy-2027-ipps-ltch-pps-proposed-rule-includes-2-4-hospital-payment-update-and-national-expansion-of-cjr-model/
https://www.federalregister.gov/public-inspection/current?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--Zg7dKftIwpySyxknzVfpACr1ZF0FQKw4JvjIa7qurq3mtmeCbJ0kgINdkotVpFWo9n97J
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-proposes-to-extend-electronic-prior-authorization-and-interoperability-requirements-to-prescription-drugs/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-proposes-to-exclude-glp-1-therapies-from-503b-bulks-list-comments-due-june-29/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VXczJQ5vBgG6W38XrVF11mckHW3cF4jk5KbKDSN70Sks25kBVzW50kH-5FH6lZ3kTN2Npvlm5bRjjW8Jg-2DpS3HLpmfVGpBtN251TXsW6PYBXd63TPQ1N7YPjp74TZzXMvgPrjKKv-2D-5FVFgGXn7QC5vHW6K6kn52nHH9mW7Xqy2K3W-5F3f3VyNjkB1jlYMcW5DnKwt7HDJ-2DVW69q6ls3Nyhs7W5NcyB02Chbx-5FW1yVjWF7d9dzHW7zVVjH85zSJnN5N9q91Z0pyKW2L-5F-5FcY4fmqNXW8lMrq63MZbhRW4Dq5xM2YJkxfW5ZxwMC8V96ycW6qxSvC1W5RF7W5pc6-2Dp7PFnRZW27jd5x3B6tZCVTKdFf9cQ5M6V-5Ft7vP4d7rv-2DM1-5Ft4DPmDDMW1XNM8K6cvDYvW2y4BNV8SwZn3W5bRzlP8nWfd0W87F-2DH85BdgyKW4fxQzb4X-5Fr6VW6s9pZZ9kY10sf13nGTW04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=f3YEC7p24dNinl4ujOvB2Qysfcq8elnMyURFhNmShHu5Ooeok5lvHcQfd8_ZAwg_&s=qNrSbyk2VEO-5z4kld0wEmWBziQwKe_lEL2ciR4qCes&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/acl-launches-phase-1-of-caregiver-ai-prize-competition-applications-due-july-31/
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-109_21o3.pdf
https://www.supremecourt.gov/opinions/25pdf/24-109_21o3.pdf
https://x.com/LAGovJeffLandry/status/2049847456095928434
https://blackvotersmatterfund.org/louisiana-v-callais/
https://storage.courtlistener.com/recap/gov.uscourts.ca5.229553/gov.uscourts.ca5.229553.507960292.1.pdf
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during ongoing litigation. Drugmakers Danco and GenBioPro have filed emergency motions with 

the Supreme Court, seeking emergency relief and warning the decision will trigger widespread 

confusion and immediate barriers to care. 

  

• Vaccines:  In other legal decisions, the Department of Health and Human Services (HHS) 

appealed the AAP v. Kennedy, the case challenging Secretary Kennedy’s overhaul of federal 

vaccine policy, including restructuring the CDC’s Advisory Committee on Immunization Practices 

(ACIP) and revising the childhood immunization schedule, after a federal judge blockedthose 

moves and reinstated prior vaccine guidance while the case proceeds.  

 

For additional information regarding these cases and hundreds of others, please see our litigation tracker, 

which is updated regularly. 

 

https://www.documentcloud.org/documents/28090911-25a1207/?utm_source=substack&utm_medium=email
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__storage.courtlistener.com_recap_gov.uscourts.mad.286605_gov.uscourts.mad.286605.306.0.pdf&d=DwMGaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=m1vNyf53Tk3XoBsl3VqokuD19b20V_JicMs3vLFBmKE&m=-AWM9S9wQztKhdBglQYh3rTpqqmOh3rTliPYX0aU3hEAVlosyS-eAVGT6s7mgNkw&s=gSDcLfklODjbYvs06qWWAbJWwGN7qqLlGnK0uUSiV24&e=
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70722326/american-academy-of-pediatrics-v-kennedy/
https://www.courtlistener.com/docket/70722326/291/american-academy-of-pediatrics-v-kennedy/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VVNYCl2KWV-5FJW6dH0J77C-2DMGSW63xJzN5N569kN6-2DTNYT5kBVzW50kH-5FH6lZ3l-5FW8k9HSz5y3-5Fj-5FVmkTmx4GgXc4W6K9CXC5xNfC6W8lwZsz5qy8JzW1Hjgwm1Q3ls1W6M4x4Z4SHlTdW7BVC2-2D2Fk2X2W2KbWr01jlt23W8xYVCl2Ls8M1VTtS8d11b6QFW4KPQ9b6gVFP1W7TDQyK6ky9TSW8dM-5FhZ5GJZLDV35k-5Fv554SFBW61TPNc5d4tHcW3x1FM02GSxQdW8rBfNb2LX0JCV-2D2-5FSN5dj5mdVRsxqr6CbK-2D3N5NqzggLtgxrW48kB4j5gSRd7W2KDkyy2-2DxHy-2DVddHn38TncBqW4-5FSFLW2V12sSVN6GD518FmzlW7T20z76bkRFTW91lRZx9kDFxfW3Hc85Z8WDSFgW6ds50J1Yz8GQW2n7-2Dnm35-2DJZNW35CCMT3pnw6RW2LDDBj3V-2DMqYdJZfNT04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=1X-bUnB2YatNzY56KSRcUgJiUvWOj9UazZgnGHubKNs&m=rwkhnB6GVgrlyTpLp9DOxeRjbmevf_998Fk5d-16xd9o7aRE2I9s13dkGQfMhg_N&s=85gDeQT63hNToYjq1wC8UNUIpc0fkKx98phBentRn-c&e=

