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Framing the Week

Big Picture. The House is in recess until after the midterm elections and the Senate is aiming to recess by
the end of the week. Before recessing, the Senate will attempt to pass legislation related to permitting
reform and college athletics, while Artificial Intelligence (Al) regulation remains a topic of interest. Several
Republican Senators are urging leadership to take up Al safety legislation, but with so few remaining
legislative days before the midterm elections, the issue will likely have to wait until the lame duck or new
Congress.

Health Policy to Watch.

1. Senate continues to consider HHS nominations. On Thursday, the Senate Health, Education,
Labor, and Pensions Committee will consider the nominations of Nicole Saphier for Surgeon
General, Timothy Westlake for Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use, Mary
Lazare for Assistant Secretary for Aging, and Dr. Heidi Overton to be Commissioner of the Food
and Drug Administration (FDA).

2. Farm bill advanced. The Senate Agriculture, Nutrition, and Forestry Committee advanced the
Agricultural Act of 2026 Farm Bill reauthorization. The Farm Bill authorizes several important
federal nutrition programs including the Supplemental Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP) and
rural development programs. The legislation passed a vote of 12-11 after failing to advance in
September when Sens. Mitch McConnell (R-KY) and Tommy Tuberville (R-AL) were absent.
Senate Democrats remained united against the bill because it does not delay state SNAP benefit
cost sharing for two years to begin for all states in fiscal year (FY) 2030. Chair John Boozman (R-
AR) and Senate Majority Leader John Thune (R-SD) argued that the one-year benefit cost sharing
delay included in their bill is the best offer available and will at least allow one more year for
states to bring down error rates. The bill now goes to the full Senate.

3. MACPAC begins 2026-2027 Cycle. This week, the Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access
Commission (MACPAC) meets to begin the 2026-2027 meeting cycle and will examine
community engagement requirements, inpatient hospital payment index, utilization management
for opioid use disorder, and Medicaid coverage of assistive technologies, among other sessions.
The agenda for the cycle includes program integrity, behavioral health, prescription drugs,
provider payments, and long-term services and supports.

4. CBO announces Panel of Health Advisers for 2026. The Congressional Budget Office (CBO)
announced the 2026 Panel of Health Advisers, which consists of widely recognized experts in
health policy and the health care sector who have a variety of backgrounds, areas of expertise,
and experience. The panel is called on for advice about addressing analytical questions that arise
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in the preparation of studies and cost estimates and the CBO benefits from the advisers'
understanding of recent research and real-world developments in health care delivery and
financing.

Regulatory Update
Completed OMB Review

e Agents and Brokers. Notice: Private Health Insurance; New Agent/Broker Registrations for Plan
Year 2027 Moratorium Guidance

Recently Arrived at OMB

e Agents and Brokers. Interim Final Rule: Patient Protection and Affordable Care Act; Temporary
Moratorium on Certain Agent and Broker Participation in the Exchanges

e Maedicare. Final Rule: CY 2027 Hospital Outpatient PPS Policy Changes and Payment Rates and
Ambulatory Surgical Center Payment System Policy Changes and Payment Rates

e Maedicare. Final Rule: CY 2027 Changes to the End-Stage Renal Disease (ESRD) Prospective
Payment System and Quality Incentive Program

e SNAP. Proposed Rule: Strengthening Integrity and Reducing Retailer Fraud in the Supplemental
Nutrition Assistance Program (SNAP)

All other pending regulations can be found here.
This Week in Health Policy

An overview of upcoming events is included below. Events highlighted in orange are those that we will
be covering in detail:

Mon. (9/21)
e 3:00pm - Field Hearing: America’s Fiscal Future and a Fiscal Commission — The House Budget
Committee holds a field hearing in Dallas, Texas, examining the nation’s long-term fiscal outlook
and proposals to establish a fiscal commission. Details.

Tue. (9/22)

e 9:30am - Urban Discussion: Future of the Nonprofit Sector — The Urban Institute holds a
discussion to examine the evolving role of nonprofit organizations and how federal tax policy
should respond, including potential changes to tax incentives for charitable giving and the tax
treatment of nonprofit hospitals. Details.

e 3:00pm - CMS Meeting: AHEAD Hospital Global Budgets — The Centers for Medicare and
Medicaid Services (CMS) AHEAD Model team will discuss strategic considerations and Medicare
fee-for-service methodology updates for Hospital Global Budgets (HGBs) under the Achieving
Healthcare Efficiency through Accountable Design (AHEAD) Model. The webinar will cover
service-line and effectiveness adjustments, baseline carveouts, and what the updated


https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1523312
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1535563
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1535564
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1537869
https://www.reginfo.gov/public/do/eoDetails?rrid=1527866
https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/e/2PACX-1vS_TH3jfHM51faAGA2e9IC1_Rgei4zEaVyMi6b6ScLsIR992eP9p0P9J7I1zzvBpRKk-mwfj_BaqIti/pubhtml?gid=161703579&single=true
https://budget.house.gov/hearing/field-hearing-americas-fiscal-future-examining-the-need-for-a-fiscal-commission
https://events.urban.org/taxpolicyandnonprofits
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methodology means for participating hospitals as they prepare for Performance Year 2028 and
beyond. Details.

3:00pm - Health Affairs Discussion: Medicare Part B Drug Price Negotiations — Health Affairs
holds a discussion examining the expansion of the Medicare Drug Price Negotiation Program to
Part B drugs, which become eligible for negotiation beginning with the program’s third cycle. Drug
policy experts will discuss implications for manufacturers, providers, patients, and Medicare,
including how Part B negotiation may differ from the program’s initial focus on Part D
drugs. Details.

Wed. (9/23)

3:30pm - Hearing: Generic U.S. Drug Manufacturing — The Senate Special Committee on Aging
holds a hearing to examine U.S. generic drug manufacturing and policies affecting domestic
competitiveness and supply-chain resilience. Details.

Thurs. (9/24)

10:00am - Hearing: HHS Nominations — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee holds an executive session to consider the nominations of Nicole Saphier for Surgeon
General, Timothy Westlake for Assistant Secretary for Mental Health and Substance Use, and
Mary Lazare for Assistant Secretary for Aging. Details.

10:30am - Hearing: FDA Nomination — The Senate Health, Education, Labor, and Pensions
Committee holds a hearing to consider the nomination of Dr. Heidi Overton to be Commissioner
of the Food and Drug Administration (FDA). Details.

1:00pm - STAT Discussion: Biosimilars — STAT holds a discussion to examine the evolving U.S.
biosimilars market as additional widely used biologics face lower-cost competition, including FDA
efforts to reduce barriers to biosimilar development and uptake. Details.

Meeting: MACPAC - The Medicaid and CHIP Payment and Access Commission (MACPAC) holds
a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment and policy issues. Details.

Fri. (9/25)

Meeting: MACPAC — MACPAC holds a public meeting to discuss Medicaid and CHIP payment
and policy issues. Details.

Featured Analysis

IHPP - Policy Menu for Potential Health Care Package — In Policy Hub here.

Al Policy Roundup - In Policy Hub here.

Medicaid Round-Up: H.R. 1 Implementation and Program Integrity — In Policy Hub here.
2026 Regulatory Outlook — In Policy Hub here


https://events.gcc.teams.microsoft.com/event/66933434-bdf9-4248-a1c0-bbf6b2836aa1@fbdcedc1-70a9-414b-bfa5-c3063fc3395e?source=copyLinkLegacyShareEventDialog
https://www.healthaffairs.org/do/10.1377/he20260828.367749/full/?utm_campaign=event&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-9eRDkO4LUURhFt5HHuEWZrG9DY35e3ZLsspPAY1Gkz6vbdahC1aJIlCWg386ncNBeXQr621-eTJ6e-7F6gclgch8Wq0HFGFQeqCLbnhQiNAmbcPUk&_hsmi=437122883&utm_content=briefing&utm_source=hat
https://www.aging.senate.gov/hearings/leveling-the-playing-field-restoring-americas-edge-in-generic-drug-manufacturing
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nominations-and-s-4428-no-aid-for-ghost-students-act-of-2026
https://www.help.senate.gov/hearings/nomination-of-heidi-overton-to-be-commissioner-of-food-and-drugs
https://www.statnews.com/event/biosimilars-what-is-next-virtual-event-sept-2026/?utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-_ME5tc3aSM929LDRmT0rpvHQMcwPI7k-XvCbyWEcP6PMQMNeSiIJaghvRKlnj3oRDoRFdFqsERyL-SMqd__5cUbyKMHBf1eT9pKDBrlLQFDasu740&_hsmi=438544168&utm_content=438544168&utm_source=hs_email
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/september-2026-public-meeting/
https://www.macpac.gov/meeting/september-2026-public-meeting/
https://mypolicyhub.com/insights/policy-menu-for-potential-health-care-package/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/ai-policy-roundup-arpa-h-backs-agentic-care-fda-creates-ai-leadership-role-and-congress-weighs-new-oversight/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/medicaid-round-up-h-r-1-implementation-and-program-integrity/
https://mypolicyhub.com/wp-content/uploads/2026/07/Impact-Health-2026-Regulatory-Outlook_7.16.26-PDF.pdf

1301 K Street NW, Suite 300W

impaCt Washington, D.C. 20005

(202) 309-0796

Congressional Lookback
Wed. (9/16)
e The House W&M Committee convened a markup of health care legislation related to Alzheimer’s
Disease screening, and medically tailored meals, and Medicare Advantage analyses. Details.
e The House Budget Committee convened a markup of two bipartisan bills aimed at improving the
information available to Congress through more frequent CBO baseline updates and longer-term
estimates of the budgetary effects of preventive health legislation. Details.

Tues. (9/15)
e The House E&C Health Subcommittee convened a hearing to discuss a slate of bipartisan
Medicare physician payment and cybersecurity. Details.
e The SFC and HELP Committee held confirmation hearings on several of President Trump’s
nominees for senior leadership positions at the Department of Health and Human Services.
Details.

Regulatory Lookback

Thurs. (9/17)
e HHS announced eight new appointments to the USPSTF. Details.

e CMS new guidance to states on how to implement the Medicaid work requirements established
in H.R. 1. Details.

e CMS announced that all 50 states, along with the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico, have
applied to participate in the GENErating cost Reductions fOr U.S. Medicaid (GENEROUS) Model.
Details.

Tues. (9/15)
e HHS held an event highlighting the new ACCESS Model and announced plans to expand the
model to additional chronic conditions beginning in April 2027. Details.

Mon. (9/14)
e HHS OIG released an issue brief examining fraud risks related to DMEPQOS suppliers in MA.

Details.

Litigation Highlights

Medicaid Enrollees, Major Medical Organizations and the City of Columbus File Legal Challenge to
the CMS’ Medicaid Work Requirements Rule Focused on Medical Frailty: On September 18, a
coalition of Medicaid enrollees, physician organizations, and the City of Columbus filed Taylor v.
Kennedy (D. Md.), challenging CMS's Medicaid work requirements rule. The lawsuit focuses on the rule's
narrow medical-frailty exemption and related documentation requirements, arguing they will make it
harder for eligible individuals to keep coverage and will impose significant administrative burdens on
patients and providers (see overview). Unlike a separate state-led challenge in which a court declined to
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https://waysandmeans.house.gov/event/markup-of-h-r-10357-h-r-10334-h-r-6130-h-r-5439-h-r-4093-h-r-10346-h-r-10356/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-advances-bills-on-alzheimers-screening-medicare-advantage-transparency-and-medically-tailored-meals/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VWrCmQ6WQZgLW2-2DZm-5Fl79d5NgW5NMkyh5V389GN67vcnb5kBVzW69t95C6lZ3pYW4ys-2DYG7XQ4mMW4Qj2mC7Vw-5FBFW4RrP-2DX77TcBKVTYbXt2FLkfLW3k7mwN8Gp8v2W4XWcrs932G7GN7zP-2DR51blZNW3lR85j189PBRW2lYWcB1wJJB8N6cS9rg7ZTsZW4JxQ1-5F8QxhpcW2GgW703chlkwW5r9DXN7vTc8CW7SrM7N6hc3lJW7H1MQW2N4-2DD7N8fjT-2Dy3FnGdW16brpy338VmmVTGRgV6RZK08W2n0Q8P5TmNRXW2xcCLb1qTlpDW8TcHF77nK2L-5FMGTq5QH5VYGW994jQp15Bz01W1MKv2L5gWfbHW8-2DMVqQ5FMgkWW1fJ4bm6Y-2DCwnW52T3208JfYdvN78XcJJCyb0CW6fbygK6MMMCZW8xqmF13P7GrqW3S1QnG7Xdzh5W4WVzSK92zZmmW7D86-5Fv78SKTmVhlTS87KpWdsN25lppfM-2DbLsW7pDX4Q4bY88xf46m9l804&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=MLDF8k-wOCc_ojTGZ024CxcB3seFl_wKu-g5QXle2xWEnm_zclhdjy2wab9SlM2M&s=W8nxPSi8b5xdTm3V0bHHodoLTUebVXIBOmVrDsOY-R0&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/committee-advances-bills-on-preventive-health-savings-and-cbo-baseline-updates/
https://energycommerce.house.gov/events/health-hearing-examining-legislative-proposals-to-reform-medicare-provider-payment-and-bolster-health-care-cybersecurity?utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz-8rgclwbvvDdtGkeOXdvYLJ5tKK9ZqZCZHk1L3jFxv-pi8SqmkYbew0C-2ZRyhX_BcyclvZ
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/subcommittee-discusses-bipartisan-legislation-on-medicare-physician-payment-rural-obstetric-emergency-readiness-cybersecurity-improvements-and-more/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/two-senate-committees-consider-hhs-leadership-nominations/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VX5BB-2D12F0MTW8qQcRm1M1fPZW4FBnYy5V2GlRN8Vtb6P5kBVzW5BWr2F6lZ3lnW8ywJrK5w3ZWWVbFf8z3Wz6-2DCW5GPG4D4XBtL5W1sMr2P6NYgNjW5xGbYw4qT3fDVxf59m8b2FlZW1cLkYM7PsMkJW911Nf8541Bq7N3kYzfzkfW8pN4XW63zlSWngW4VTQll8zB2W8W12wXDC4Vl4shW3b2rMt1N6D3lW1q-5F-5F2J7SFHSKW8SpWwt8rT9xBW4LM09N8qqK3TW3VrFCL5mrCTbW1v66sL2vZ7-5FyW5JK5rP3WwcYqW16SYPw32LCDGVHzMnw1t9B9kW1GN0303td3r1W3wWC846q4vVRW4-2DCmrf7SsRwLW84SfCl2QSd-5FGVg8wtp7vjgXCW3K-5FLSQ8X9JccVL1KNP1HFzPcW5XmZwk2CLDQLW3KFfX27rBcMqW8wz7CJ6F297LW9gMyvx4mhgsYW92rWJZ4wss2MW31L7V-5F2zdJ-2D2f35FYq-2D04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=XQXiWdKgZqQN_4TSvpY1JqC1vDscm_IP_UQTA7KMJm8&m=MsTgQ_jwqAufm6sWFBTt74t77bLT4JU3uriOxfeS2hBqo1PaeEiQ0opojPSXpvR8&s=Vk4gmzHfqOmUQPHY5qd8_ERtfCJQSDuBQ0LCJk0NFFQ&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/department-appoints-eight-new-members-to-u-s-preventive-services-task-force/
https://www.medicaid.gov/resources-for-states/working-families-tax-cut-legislation/community-engagement/ImplementingMedicalFrailtyDeck.pdf
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-releases-additional-guidance-on-implementing-work-requirements-medical-frailty-framework/
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VV-5FtHs4dwX1JW21P-5FBv3q3RB-2DW3X6sTS5V5l-2DJN5yXtkx5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3mtW2cl5536f4gjdN3hDXhFb3ZXtW2GKt-5FM7mZHZ4W8Ysxzq4-5FYq3TW4zTfLM85TQ6SW9gLxmM5J-5F7VhN6z6N189-5FJRQW44GHYj4N-2DM30W3KklGR9hg9R-2DW7gh3NM283MsLVm-2DxQS7bT1sbW7cGq5y4vzFd6W5fl8Hy8PBmPKN4SCdqfpMBNtW8mW8Dj4mcjHGW4mHSPn79B2vTV-5Fs8Vh10MntpW28ZJnV6bjV5JW6zV4PL6m-5FwnHW7k-5FXGj37rXhzW4ngD0w1xS5ZgW4TmclY76Y-5FfRN6MhyZRkb3RWW1-2DpytZ9f-2D2F2W1DFzJc3LK8l2W1ZtKhC82QqF1W3wLXFF4nYk-5FLW3dCPsW95GfYDN5MBP-2DB8-2Dly-5FW936l9811Gs6WW22M4XZ4jk-5FwFVPr-5Fmm1r8bWNW4KrK-5Fg5pRxpbW3sXQwt5fqQjVW10RJhf6QBctsW2vW8CW5H-2DDklW8kbxVC8b-2DH6kW8NvtmV3My5DRf4MLYTx04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NnYBG76re2XKIfYl5dIrXUaPhvOkR86R3Cg9asvjEU0&m=-jWk8jjkuB7QCE4dU35nhg7sz0BKRDFA1Es-7UI--U6d1srofnPGOeUzF43bGGG4&s=P_5uBa0V4WXSdtoDTLgxkd4IuXYBA25RHM8wPd1sUUM&e=
https://urldefense.proofpoint.com/v2/url?u=https-3A__d4Ghwj04.na1.hubspotlinksstarter.com_Ctc_I9-2B113_d4Ghwj04_VV-5FtHs4dwX1JW21P-5FBv3q3RB-2DW3X6sTS5V5l-2DJN5yXtkx5kBVzW6N1X8z6lZ3pfW1Y0qhp4JZld5W4Sp5Zs3-5FJpClW1d-2DnDf7h9hNgW19v-5FkT6TGsqzW3G5ttv1WXgpnVxHKG23BzjSQW7vvM-5F34mWD-2DFW1sB2HJ3dMPm9W4LtYMn3BxV4dW981bpy4J0-2DLZN1PWgr8VzjbFN7GmlnTWXFPHW1LtLLP3FmM0cW4D7lDv1dwwhRW86WdYh5zmMwhW2wJRKh3V4tvPW10RnRR27dgZlW6zQ7gw3c2D5DW1zkvc38l9HRQW3sCXmN4ZLqZcW288B1v71vBZ-5FW6zTCVJ1kxhVBW3vzxVF17jbWQN1QFSzt-5FCdTgM3dMZS3z-2DTpN3FlXTDNHMl-2DW8Dm29b8-5Ft1jTW46PsTT6jpLp4W5pH5n51Q5Kx0W4MgyD-2D3Nl-2DNBW5NDbrw1cHC6yW8P9xtG8NbjgpN3D4ycc9770BW5dcqzB5G7rxBW8-5F0v-5Fn3fF7dQW92qxlT3-2DzlWdW6pQMHL8H84-2DYW5fRvb-5F1C5Sl1f2pxJZv04&d=DwMFaQ&c=euGZstcaTDllvimEN8b7jXrwqOf-v5A_CdpgnVfiiMM&r=NnYBG76re2XKIfYl5dIrXUaPhvOkR86R3Cg9asvjEU0&m=-jWk8jjkuB7QCE4dU35nhg7sz0BKRDFA1Es-7UI--U6d1srofnPGOeUzF43bGGG4&s=SBZNzCzI17QhOOznSPRsgMnMcgwxVClpmn8gtwbwf18&e=
https://mypolicyhub.com/wp-admin/post.php?post=88941&action=edit
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=LAnRiI7AoiQ&utm_source=hs_email&utm_medium=email&_hsenc=p2ANqtz--IakEuz-wYOrMjYw1BZQS9xbeNT52UNdX4qwvo9Xr2YBuIloh2IWLZ64hcep1UelLg4COP
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/innovation-center-announces-new-access-model-clinical-tracks-starting-april-2027/
https://oig.hhs.gov/reports/all/2026/medicare-advantage-organizations-and-cms-can-do-more-to-prevent-durable-medical-equipment-fraud-in-medicare-advantage/
https://mypolicyhub.com/content_entry/agency-identifies-dmepos-fraud-risks-in-medicare-advantage-builds-on-vulnerabilities-identified-in-white-paper-last-month/
https://democracyforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Taylor-et-al.-v.-Kennedy-Jr.-et-al-Complaint-Sept-18-2026.pdf
https://democracyforward.org/wp-content/uploads/2026/09/Taylor-et-al.-v.-Kennedy-Jr.-et-al-Complaint-Sept-18-2026.pdf
https://litigationtracker.law.georgetown.edu/litigation/taylor-et-al-v-kennedy-jr-et-al/
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block the rule, the plaintiffs here argue that patients and providers face direct harm, which could
strengthen any request for a preliminary injunction.

For additional information regarding legal developments, please see our litigation tracker.

New Comment & Application Deadlines

All open comment and application deadlines can be found here.
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